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Paris. 



Mt D£AK SIR, 



JVXy pen, wearied of tracing fucceffivc ^ / 
pidurcs of hunian<:rimes and human ca- 
laniity, purfues its talk with rcludance ; 
while my heart fprings forward to that 
fairer epocha which now beams upon the 
friends of liberty — that epocha when 
rkic French republic has caft afide her 
difmal (hroud, ftained with the blood of 
the patriot, and bathed with the tears of 
the mourner ; and prefents the bleffed 
images of juftice and humanity healing 
the deep wounds of her afflifted bofom : 
^'hen the laws of mercy are but the edio 
Vox,. III. B of 
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aJf thofc who tell us they were on the 
iatal lift deftined for the guillotine on the 
lith of Therinidor, the day after Ro- 
hefpierre's execution, we muft fupppfe 
that his appointed hecaton^b for that day 
<:pnfi(led9 ii^ftead of bis ordinary (acri- 
fice^ of half Paris at leaft. ^ut after all 
the cruelties that havepafledj howfoothing 
is the monient when pity becomes the 
fafliion^ and when tyranny tsfo execrated 
that to have been its Vidim is glory I 
The tears of compaffion now flow even 
for thofe objefts whom once to commife- 
^f fate was de^th. A republican may now, 
unfufpeftcd of royalifm, lament the fate 
o£ the innocent and interefting fufferer 
at the Temple; Jhc, whofe birth-day. 
was a day of triumph, whofe cradle was 
direwed with flowers, and wh6 now, im- 
mured within a living tomb, remains the 
fole furvivor of her unfortunate family^ 
The profpcft of her (peedy releafe from 

captivity 



captivity gives perhaps as general ple^ 
fijre at Paris as jat Vienna,, This fympa- 
diy is not €onfincd to thofe perfons wha 
^wifli to replace her family upon the 
throne; for cruelty is no longer the 
order of the day, and the moft deterr 
mined lover of democracy may now, 
without offending j^nft its laws, pro- 
fefs his pity for a blooming beauty con- 
fined in gloomy towejs^, akhough flit 
happens to be a- princefi,. That fair 
xnourner> while flic waits the hour of li- 
berty and happihefs, is no longer enclofed 
ia difmal folitude withia the walls cf her 
apartment; For fome weeks paft ftie 
h^s fpent as much of the day as flie 
eboofes in the gardens of the Templej^ 
and her confinement has been cheered by 
the fociety of an amiable and accom- 
pliflied lady, madame de Cliatrenne, ta 
whom (he is much attached, and who 
cheats the hours of their length by teach- 
ing her Italian and drawing. She often 
B 3 enquires 
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enquires after hct; unhappy family, of 
whofe fate, except that of her father, (he 
is altogether ignorant j but every enquiry 
Ihe makes concerning them, madame 
de Chatrenne is obliged ro anfwer in con- 
formity to the orders (he has received 
from the committee of general fafcty, 
by teUing her, «* this is a fecrct of ftatc." 
And furely it is merciful to conceal from 
her events which have pafled, till (he it 
placed in a fituation where her tears will 
be .wiped away with the tcndctne& of 
alGduous attention, and the fympathy jof 
cpngciiial fcrrowt 

Paris once more reaflumes a gay af* 
peft, the poor again have bread, and the 
rich again difplay the appendages of 
wealth. The proccflions of death which 
once darkened the ftreets, are now fuc* 
Cecded by carriages elegant in fimplicity, 
though not decorated with f^c blazonry 
lof arms*' ^^ the lace of liveries. The 
chcerfulnefs habitual to parifi^n phyliog- 
7 nomy,. 
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nm^p agatjx jlghl^ pp its reviving loolc; 
9Xkd the quick ftep, the joyous fmile, the 
(hiart repartee, the sLiry gefture, have 
fucciCcdQ^ the .dlfthal referve, and the 
trtmbling circumfpei^ion which fo ill 
fuifed the national charaSer. With the 
€!iareie& fimpUcity of children who after 
the rigours of fchool haften to their 
(ports; the Parifmns, (baking off the 
. hideous remembrance of Uie paft) fly to 
ibe fcenes^ pteafare«. 

The ThuiHeries and the Champs-Ely> 
iSea ««e again crowded with tlie fpright- 
ly circles Csated on each fide of their 
bread jAlefj^, laad beneath the fli^de of 
tfcewr majeftic t«es.: At rthe period of 
great fcarxrfty ^rf bread, M^hea crowds af- 
iembled every morning at the doors of 
the bakers (hops, the people called it 
going ^ la quiue. Thofe quiues^ or ranks, 
in fcaarch of bread h^ve long fince ceafcd, 
and are fucceeded by queues in fearch of 
pleaiare. There is a queu every even- 
B4 ing 
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ing at every theatre ; and the late pcrfc^ 
cution of the roman catholic chufch 
having produced the ufual effea: of per- 
fecution, there is a queue at the churches 
every funday to hear mafs. For fomcJ 
time during, the fpring, there was a via- 
lent fchifm at Paris between thofe who 
chofe to make a holiday of funday, and 
thofe who obferved ihe decadi as ^ fefti-^ 
.vaU The town was nearly equally di- 
vided between what were called the Do^, 
mnuans, and the DecadiJIs.' One. half 
of the tradefmeh (hut up their (hops, 
and one half of the mechanics refufed ca; 
work on one day, the other half on the: 
other. At length the matter has been: 
compromifed in the manner moft agrees 
able to a people fo fond of amufement aa 
• the Parifians, by making merry both oa 
funday and decadi. Each day is become 
a holiday, on which churches, theatres,: 
and public gardens are alike crowded, and, 
all the world appears fatisfied. 

The 
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The women indulge in their drefs the 
full extent of female caprice, as well as 
extravagance. This day the pcruque 
blonde * converts the dark-complexioned 
nymph into a fair beauty; tomorrow Ihe 
reaflijmes her jetty locks, and thus varies 
her attradions. 

*' How XQany pidures of one njmph we viewi 
** All bow unlike each other, all how true !'* 

Sofme lances were fhivered lately be* 
iween the lovers of the Marfeillois hymn^ 
and the amateurs of the rcveil du peu* 
pie; but hoftilicies have now ceafed in the 
fame manner as between funday and de* 
cadi^ by making, it a r4ile to fing both. 

In the mean time literature and the 
arts, covered with fack- cloth and afties 
during the reign of our jacobin vandals,, 
again revive, the national library offers 
every other day its treafurcs of literature 
to the public, and its long: galleries and 
ample tables are filled with pexfons of 
* A ligbt-haircd-pcriwig^ 

B.5 both 
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both fexes, who, amidft the filence which 
is there obferved, enjoy the charms of 
rnediiation, or the pleafure of ftudy. 

The noble gallery of the national? 
mufeutn filled with tlie mafter-pieces of 
art, is crowded three times a decade witb 
citizens of all claiTes, the poor as well as 
the rich;- who cannot fail to hiKnanize- i 
their fouls, as well as improve therr tafte 
by fucb contemplation. The celebrated 
fculptured horfes of Marly now decorate 
the entrance of the Champs-Ely iees; the 
porticoes of the Louvre arc filled witl> 
ftatnes ; the public walks are preferved 
with attentive care J and Paris, fo lately 
bcfineared with blood — Paris, the refuge 
of barbarifm, and the den of carnage^, 
once moje excites the ideas of tafte, elcr 
garice, refinement, and happinefs. 
'' But whither am I wandering i Before 
we reach thofc fair and cheerful regions, 
we inuft pafs through the nethermoft 
abyf? ' - 

•*0f 
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**.0f Ckabs, and liTsdark pavition fyrttiS 
^^ Wide-oh the vnbduidt^; with him enthroned 
. /*-Saf (ablc-vcfted Night, and by them ftand 
** Orcus and Ades ; and the dreaded name 
•' Of Dcmogorgpn; Rumoiir next,, and Chance^* 
** And Tnifautt and Confufion. all embroiled, 
•* A»d Difcord with a thou{snd vartous mouths— 
^ Aloae, and without guide> kaiMoft, I feek 
the readieft path. '* 

In the concliifion of my laft lerter I 
meiitioned that pkin of fpreadtng devaf- 
tation> through the wide territory of the 
Vendi&e>' which had entered, into thc^ 
ctmhcib of!* the commhtee of public^ 
fafety.; MThe fad taik reniaiha of relat** 
ing how fiTCccfsftiily they accompliffied' 
their' 'purpofe; Thfe charidei- o^ tTid-^ 
Vendean has been always fcprefented a's^ 
fimpiei hutnahe arid r^ifticf the dope ofT 
the pried, and the flkv5& of the* noble. 
Ha3 the cohventibri, fftftead oF fenxJing" 
tfte yword;*feriri;>efrc^yiii{?eadl of bayo- 
iret^- and foldiers, 'half ^ they VliTpktched 
apoftles with nliflals of republltanifmy 
' a 6" there- 



there is little doubt but this aumerxms 
and valuable part of cooimunity would 
long iince have fornied an integral part 
of the republic. *^ Thefe people,'* one 
of the mountain deputies, Dubois Crance, 
obferves, in Cpeaking of the Vcndean«, 
" are the moft refpedable 1 have ever 
known ; they attend to juilice and rea- 
fon, when you fpeak to them with mild- 
nefs and humanity/' Chodieu, who was 
another of the Jacobinical miffionarie;> 
tells us, that <* nothing was wanting but 
to fpread in&ruAioa through that coun- 
try, to open the eyes of the pepple^ and 
unma& and punith thofe who mifled 
them." Apd Lequinio^ who had fa far 
deftroyed his ** prejudices'* and his (hame 
as to write a hiftory to the convention of 
the maflacres^he was. abotit to commit > 
near Rochelle, and of his familiar revek. 
with the executioner, informs us that 
had difcreet and rational men been feat 
to preach the doftrines of liberty, to d<^ . 
4 velop 
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velop the principles of moral and. politi- 
cal philofophy, to invite the, people to 
enquiry, to enlighten their minds and in- 
tereft their ftelings,. that fanaticiGn which 
had hitherto kept thtm ia ignorance 
would have difapp^arcd, and the love 
of liberty would have taken place of 
their attachment to. the debafing fyftern 
under which they h^ lived. 
. The, evidence of this man will not be 
fufpeiSted of partiality to that unhappy 
race, when we find him* with all the fri- 
gid compofurc of a calculator reafoning 
hypQth^tiQaJly, that, if the population 
^hic;h recnaiDS amounted only to thirty 
or forty thoufand fouls— certdnly the 
quickeft way to finish- the war would be 
to cut their throats. *^ So," adds be, " I 
thought at.6r0:,. but the poptilation is 
. imineaie, it amounts itpfour hundred 
thoufand men, — If there be no hopes of 
fucce(s in any other mode, without doubt 
we mud cut the throats of the whole,' 

did 



did they amount to five hundrad lAfox^ 
fend men; I however am far from 

thinking it neceffary but — we tti}^' 

make ao prifoncrs, and wherever we 
find men armed or unarn^d, if fhere ap- 
pear any hoftile difpofitio«, (hoot them 
wkhout any farther examination !** ' 
* When a man, who wfkes philbfophk 
cal works to deftroy prejudices ♦, tcHs 
i4s, that the bcft prafticat mode of de- 
ftroy ing them fs tt) deftt^y tliofc ^ha 
chcrilh thcoi, he indrafts «8 oniy in the 
art of the ex^cutbner. It k'me1artth6ly 
to fee it)to,wiiat moofters.men may b& 
transformed by the^potSeffioi^ o^f pdisufHiti 
w the groveHmg paflSon of fear, Le* 
quinio weights with calmnefs the advan*^ 
lagfe tOr difadvantage of butchering five 
hundred tt}oqfaod meii ;- and -Ganu ^nd 
Lindetj meA of^tfemjiefat^^ and .pfc?j6t€U 

^ ; > • . '. 'r4 '.^', •. ' — ^f J.: ..f ;. : U' 

♦ Leqttlnio i8 the author of i^ph2t>foptti<il^<Jfk 
iijuUfii '*^ Prejtidioes^DeftroJrcd^'^' . > ::..;... 

4^ ' phicaL 



( t5 > 

piiical rtxinds, become aftors in tRe jtff 
of May. 

It is pretended that the plan of the. 
committee was in reality that of the g<^* 
Beral extermination of the inhabitants of 
the Vendee. Lequinio^ hints at this de- 
fignTevcral times, and often deliberate* 
how far it would be advantageous in cer» 
tain eir§:umfta?nces to continue the fyftem 
of deftruftion ; and a writer whom I 
have already mentioned, Vilate, a con- 
fi*dent of Barrere, Robefpierre, St. Jufl:^ 
and other confpiratorsf tells us, that it 
was a ferious objefl of difcufEon; with* 
thefe great legiflators, how tadiminifc 
the population of France in the fliortefV 
given time. Rouficau afferts, that it is 
the perfedion of a ftate,. when every civ 
tizen has enough, and no one too much ;; 
and the provident policy of thefe reform^ 
ers, it feems, amounted to this cdnclu:- 
fion, ** that as in the prefent ftate of pro- 
perty,, which was but in few hands, the- 

majority 
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majority could be in po(&(fion but of a 
little, and where this inequality of for- 
tune exifted, there could be no equalityr 
of rights, the ouLy way of deftroying thia 
inequality was to kt the government 
feize on the whole 5. that in order to exe- 
cute this plan all the great capitaliftsu 
mufl: be facrificed, that the reft might be 
induced to yield up their poffeffions more 
readily ;. that a certain depopulation be- 
came alfo neceflatiy^ In order that France 
might furnifti from its own produce 
enough to feed its inhabitants j;: and that 
even after the extirpation of the people. 
of fortune, thofe ixvcumbrances of the, 
foil> if the population (hould ftill exceed, 
the produce, means muft be. found, to^ 
ufe Batrere*s words^ *^ ta fw.eep away the 
rubbift]," fo that a ceaaia number only^ 
(liould remain* In. the mean time the. 
conventional ar:ms were every where, un- 
fuccefsful. This ill fuccefs was proba- 
bly at firft, as 1 have already mentioned, 

apart 
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a paft of the plan of tfae' cotnmittee of 
public fafety, in order to <3ompletc the 
ruin of the party of the Girondei and 
thofe who were eye witneifes of the eirenti 
that took place furnifh u^ "with addi^ 
tional caufes that finiQ> the difcovery of 
all thoTe myfteries of which Philippeaux 
complains. : 

^^ The generals. of ixhts array/'. faya 
]Lequmio, p.'mari'jno£ atall to be Kiifpi^dt- 
ed ofaffedion:to the caufe of the royat- 
ifts from what has juft been faid, *• have 
from the beginning made tl!tis war an 
ohjpEt of fpeculation acid particular inte« 
reft." Their immenfeipay and funds 
for extraordinary exf qnces> their calcu- 
lations on the produce of pillage, the li« 
ceiKe they gave the foldiers to excufe 
their own rapacixy, increafed tht love/ of 
plunder^ and deftroyed : all diicfplmej- 
This habit of pillage not only introduced 
diforder into the army,, but prompted ta 
the commiflJon of every other .crime* 
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'«« The moft '(hoidkfti'g 'barbarities,*^ fay^ 
JLcquiiiio, *' prefcnted thetnfelves at 
every corner.' We have feen republican 
foldiers (hoot or ^ab rebel women in the 
public voads, ■ We have feen others car- 
rying infants ^torh- from the breaft, on 
ibe ends of:^hetf bayonets, or the pikes 
that had pierced with the fame blow thd 
cfciW ^ tke njochcr* 

^^* ^ jthcfe liorrops/^ aidf Lequmio^ 
^^ ^^ye fiitdspened re&iMHiefit, Md ih^ 
§^Qftfed ,t&e . number of the mdilcontentsi^ 
frio'W«Fecompefled to adcaowiedgethat 
Qnrffl:'oop6 often difphyedlefs yinne than 
^: rjebdis^JDf ^i)om^9ttiei it 4s «r4ie, cetn- 
nmted ttMJQTaepeS'i tw the chiefs- ^hfid H^ 
ways tthiC policy t?o preach virtue, and to 
afieft a fort* of indulgence and gcndxj- 
fioy towards oqr prifoners." His cot- 
leaglie Chodieu declares alfo, ^' howevil? 
groft and fuperftitious our govertiora 
have been pleafed to paint oivr breihreny 
w« might haare cafily fucceeded in bring- 
ing 
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ing ihtm within the pale of liberty.** 
The Vendeansi it is certain^ fpa^ed no- 
thing to draw Over tl^ republicans to 
their fide, and fent them back on their 
(imple parole not to bear arm^ againft 
the king or religion. The convention 
anfwered this humane policy by their 
proclamation to rob and maflaore i and 
all who came in the way pf their troops 
were robb«d and ma^flacred. 

Municipalises, with their ciTil officers 
in republican coftume, and who were re* 
ceived with all tl^e appearances of fc^t^r* 
nicy, haite been murdered the Jbour after; 
Gavaliers^ armed and eqiiipped, who.h^ 
travelied mafty mites to furrender thecn- 
felves, had been fhot witWut mercy. 
That fuch a conduft (hould increafe^he 
armies c^the royaliAs was natural ; and 
however well inclined a part of the 4n.- 
habitants Hftiight have been to republican* 
principles, driven to defpair by the atr o* 
cious apd barbarous policy of the^on** 

vcntion,, 
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TcntioD, they were'compelled to takeats 
aftive part with the royalifts. 

In order to exterminate the inhahi- 
tants of the Vendee, k was aeceflary to 
deftroy their abodes.. Towns and vil- 
lages were delivered to the flames ; the 
peopled ftreets and the infufated cottages 
were doomed alike to deyaftation ; and 
fo great wa3 the fuijyof tliofe meiOfengers 
of dcftrudlioq, wlxiqh. LcSquinio calls •* les 
. ^garetneiKs des patriotes/' that they de- 
ftrOyed iTOmen^fe quantities- of corn and 
forage, not only driving tEe-lnliabitanta 
fo the ncceflity of increafing the royalili 
army from want, but depriving them* 
felves pf thofe refources which were nc^ 
ceffary to their own exiftence. 

Thcfe. are not the tales of the crueW 
lies of Roman emperors and tyrants ^ia 
the hiftory of marty.i?s. They are hop* 
Fors which have paffed at our vefy doors^ 
wd of which we daily faw the witneffes 
and fuffercrs j and fome of the great ac^t 
i . ' * ton. 
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tors in thofe fcenes of ruin and dcrola- 
tion, till ihcir crimes were expiated by 
their punifliment after the events of the 
firft of Prairial, continued to live amongft 
us J they paraded our ftreets, they' fat in' 
our aflcmblies, they raifed their auda*' 
cious fronts in the legHlg.turc. 

It was ii^t only to the'favage foldicr 
that the execution of this plan of exter- 
mination was commrttcd : the conven- 
tion entruftcd to its own members the 
Superintendence of this devaftating fyf- 
tem. "We have feen the fidelity with 
which it was executed by Collot d*Hcr* 
bois at Lyons. The Vendue ^as not 
I yet fufficiently' pufiifbedj and Carrier 
I was fent thither-^Carrierl Sf at the name 

I of Carrier,^* fays the eloquent reporter of^ 
the Robefpierrian cbrrefpondence, " the 
fmoking chart of the Vendee unrolls ir- 
f«lf beneath our eyes, Thoufands of 
Talamanders from amidft the furnaces of 
' il>t Vender feed the fire which ^onfumes* 
' ' the 
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the republic. You hear the crackling 
of the flacnc whii:h devours both manu- 
fadures and hamlets^ cities and men; 
the ruins of caftles mingle with the wrecks 
of cottages; melancholy and- deplorable 
equality, which exifts only in defbiatipn ! 
I fee by the glare of the blaze, thofc who 
have kindled it, darting acrofs the burn- 
ing. beams of falling houfes, like birds of 
prey, on the treafufes they contain. Even 
the^afylum of patriotifm is not refpeAed ; 
the enemies taken with arms in their 
hands, and' thofe who Jay them down, 
are precipitated into the fame gulph ; 
the common foe; and the friend who 
leads our foldiers to vidory, who pro- 
cures them by/ure indications the means 
of neceflary fubfiftence, perifli alike ; 
and the fame refpcdt is paid to the pa^ 
triot and the rebel,'* 

If we cannot hear the name of Carrier 
without the (Irongeii fenfations^f horror, 
will not our judginent look fomewbat 

further 
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fmter than this^ feradoos inftrujifetU: oR 
guilt ? The wM^ of thie committee of 
public fafety were his direft accortiplices, 
and who will: albfdlve the Gortyetttion? 
Carriers inftj^U^SiQUr zmxe^ <f ' We^ 6a¥c^ 
rjsceived your letter/' fay thccoirirfttoee, 
" which givei u^ ttue fatirfadiott. We 
conjure thee to go to Nantes- immedi-- 
artly. We: fend thee a. decree wKiiJh 
chains tbect tisr^pUrge that citf^> It liiuft 
be i^ovptiidl without:deUy. libmy nef^ 
ver trifles. We can fate huniaiie wiien- 
we arc conqueroiTs," . What fervices 
Carrier had already rendered to the com* 
mittee, does not appear-; but they found' 
in him, no doubt, a mind fufficiemly ca* 
pacious for wickednefs to ferve their 
purpofes. 

Carrier arrived at Nantes the 9th of 
Oftober. The prologue to the tragedy 
had already been deUveflsd. - Gentin, 
the fecretary of the national conlmiflion^ 
had already written to the intrepid moun* 

laineen 
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taineers fbVmii^ the committee of in* 
^f ^ftion at Nantes : ** Republican bre- 
thren^ the reprcfentativ«s fend me the 
inclofed pieces^ which, I Haften to con« 
vey to yoiu Examine, and ftrike hard 
and quick, lik^true revolutioriiftsj other*' 
wife I (ball, not be pleafed,. You want 
«,rms^ you told itie ycfterday, to execute- 
your orders -, fpeak^, aik, and you ihall • 
have eycry tbing — ^militafy force, com- 
nii^aries, cduriersy clerks^iami' fpies, if it 
be necefiary. Speab one word^ one 
W4Drd only, and I will engage that you 
(hall be fur^iflied' tnftantly. ^ Adieu alL 
1 love you all. I ftall aiwi}^ love you, 
hcc^ufeyour.prihcipks are mine; lliink* 
of a; veifel- or boufes proper to form a 
prifon J fecure depofitories, &c. &c/* 

Such are. the . firft inftai<5lions for - 
Nant€^7 Without its walls murder had 
already begun, .its work ; the peaceable 
inhabitants of a village near Cliffin^ with 
the inftruments of hufbandry in their 

hands. 
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hands, were maflacred by Lufignan, a 
general of brigade, with other peafantf 
who had been employed for fome weeks 
in fupplying Nantes with provifioJ)S, 
Jn the adjoining communes, near a thou- 
fand men and women had been Qiot 
without examination, and without trial $ 
and of thefe maffacres two commiflaries 
only had been the fuperintendants and 
diredlors. Carrier remained but a day 
or two at Nantes. He neverthelefs ftaid 
Jong enough to opisn his commiffion, 
which confifted in the moft atrocious in* 
ve£lives and execrations againft the in- 
habitants, and .particularly againft the 
tradefmen and merchants ; declaring 
that, if he did not receive lifts of charges 
againft the latter, he would in a (hort 
time arreft the whole^and the;i (hoot arwi 
guillotine one perfon in ten. After hav- 
ing made them this paternal vifit, and 
given his inftrudions, he took his leave 
Vol. III. C for 
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for a few days to go and eledrify the city 
ofRcnnes. 

It was at this period that the cotn- 
tnittce of public fafety, through the or- 
gan of Barrere, publiftied the happy ac- 
complifliment of their prophetic decree, 
that the " Vendee exifted no longer." 
At Paris, as no one dared to doubt of 
the infallibility of the committee, or fuf- 
pc(5l its veracity, we imagined that the 
royalifts had been completely crulhed, 
bccaufe the committee informed the 
convention that the Vendee exifted no 
more. We learned, however, very foon, 
what this annihilation of the Vendee 
meant. It was not altogether one of 
thofe agreeable figures of rhetoric with 
which Barrere was wont to harangue the 
convention, (ince there was fome truth 
in the declaration, which we did not dif- 
cover at the firft glance : for the great 
army.of the royalifts had indeed evacu- 
ated 
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ated the feat of the war in the Vendee, if 
that could be called an evacuation which 
was a triumphal march acrofs the Loire. 
This paflage was accompliftied without 
any lofs, and the royalift army remained 
on the northern fide without moleftation 
for three days ; after which they began 
their march towards the fea coafts, aCrofs 
the departments which form the eaftcrn 
part of the province of Brittany. 

It might have been expedted that 
their paflage would have been oppofed> 
or their march harafled : and that this 
did not happen was another of Philip* 
peaux's myfteries ; but the royalifts were 
fuffered to take uninterrupted pofleflion 
of the country as far as Laval^ having 
furrounded four thoufand men who were 
fent in purfuit of ihem, and whom they 
cut in pieces; the fans-culotte general 
Olignier, who was ordered to march 
againft the royalifts, and protedt the pa- 
C 2 triots. 
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triotSy having thought it more prudent 
to keep at ten leagues diftance.* 

From Laval they 'marthed to Vitri, a 
place which was reprefented as a mod 
advantageous and formidable pafs, of 
which alfo they took pofleflionji as the 
conventional generaliffimo had effeded 
its evacuation, though he had every 
means of refiilance, and might K^ve 
flopped the march of the enemy, fince 
the place was fortified, had a garrUba of 
four thoufand men, and was provisioned 
for more than a month. This place, 
which the inhabitants, after the departure 
of the garrifon, would- have defended, if 
they had not been forbidden, was taken ; 
and the rpyalifts, after defeating fqme 
Qther corps which vs^ere fent fucceffively 
^ainftcUcm, marched on without fur- 
ther refiftance to th^ cpafts through 
^vranches to Grandville. 

Grandville is a fca-port tpwn on that' 

part 
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part of the coaft which fronts the iflandi 
of Jerfey and Gucrnfey, ftretching north 
and fouth, and forming a right angle 
vrith the coaft that goes towards St. Ma* 
loes and Breft, of which the famoui 
mountain of St. Michel is the point, Ic 
is the only port on that coaft ; and the 
pofleflion of it would have given the 
royalifts the advantage of* immediate 
communication with their allies^ the emi- 
grants and the £ngU(h, and the meanA 
of fecuring the mofl effe€tive fuccoun 

As they had pafTed through a large 
fraft of country with fo little interrup- 
tion, they did not expeft much refift- 
ance where the means of making it were 
fo few } Jlnd therefore concluded they 
could repuir(f the garrifon of Grand ville 
which had marched out to meet them, 
and make themfelves matters of that im- 
portant place as eafily as they had gained 
the reft. They took poffcffion of the 
fuburbs ; but when they prepared to fcale 
C 3 the 
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the walls, they found a rcfiftance which 
they had little expeded. The firll hero 
that fell was the mayor in the habit of 
his office^ who had taken the command 
of the principal poft. The royalift ar- 
tillery made great ravages, and the houfes 
in the fuburbs afforded the alTailahtft 
confiderable flieltcr. The befieged fee 
fire to thefe houfes, and the attack be- 
came ftill more defperate ; the royalifts 
were often driven down the ramparts, 
and the rocks that overhung the town 
ftreamed with blood. 

This battle lafted near thirty hours ; 
and I have been told by one of my ac» 
quaintance who fought on the republi- 
can fide, that the fpeftacle was truly 
fublime. Not only every man, but every 
woman and every child, was that day a 
warrior : the artillery was ferved by the 
children, who, forming chains from the 
arfenal to the ramparts, conveyed the 
ammunition, while the womc^n were 

em* 
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employed in affifting their hafbandsi 
brothers, and fathers, and preventing 
ihe flames of t]ie houfes in the fuburbs 
from communicating to thofc in the 
town. 

The royalifts were at length reputed 
with great lofs by this handful of repub* 
licans^ and all the important advantages 
which they reafonably cxpedled from 
this expedition failed. They were 
forced CO retreat back to the Loire^ and 
in this retreat they might have been 
completely cut off: but the cowardly 
find debafittg genius of • fans^culottiTm 
again prefided ; for RoflSgnol kept at 
feven leagues diftance with his army at 
the moment of the perilous paflage at. 
Dol ; and when the royalifts had effc6led 
it, he brought up. his troops, who were 
completely routed, and dri\^en back to 
Rennes. 

The royalifl: army in their retreat laid 

liege to Angers, which was defended. 
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bravely by the garrifon, and the inhabU 
rants, in the abfence of Roffignol. At 
Meaux, the royalifts were defeated with 
great lofs by Wefterman. Having di- 
vided themfelves into two columns, they 
attempted to pafs the Loire at Chateau- 
briant and Ancenis j but their good for- 
tune fled whea the fans-culotte general 
had ceafed to command. At Ancenis 
they were again routed with great 
ilaughter^ and the paflage of the Loire 
was effeAcd with a very confidcrablc 
lofs. 

The r£publ;a«; were thu» wlivfr^u 
from an appreheniion of feeing the roy- 
alifts at Paris, which, from the treafon 
or ignorance of the generals^ they had at 
one moment folly cxpefted. While 
Wefterman was purfuing the advantages 
he had gained on the north fide of the 
Loire, the army in the weft defeated the 
royalifts at Sallais, near Chollet ; where 
the heroic Barra, a youth of thirteen years 

of 
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of age, was killed. The ifland of Noir- 
moutier, the key of the infiirgent depart^* 
ments on the fide of the fea^ which had 
ferved not only as a depot, but aifo ai 
the place of retreat for thofe who, though 
attached to the caufe of royalty, did 
not like to (hare its dangers, Was at- 
tacked ; and after a fevere confli(ft, in 
which the conventional troops had 'to 
contend with the waves as well as the 
fire of the enemy, the town was taken, 
and great quantities of (lores fell into 
their hands. 

After the capture of the ifland, the ge- 
nerals and reprefentatives, Bourbotte and 
Turreau, ordered it to be furrounded ; 
and a ftrift examination brought forth a 
great number of priefts and other roy- 
allfts, nien and women, chiefly of high 
rank — the eflfence, as they were called, 
of the catholic army, who had hid them- 
felves in the woods and the rocks from the 
fury of the conventional foldicrs. Thefe 
C 3 unhappy 
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unhappy fugitives were dragged to the 
tree of liberty, with general Delbec at 
their head, where in prefencc oftbearjiijr 
they were coolly murdered* 



LET. 
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LETTER 11. 

JL HE inhabitarns of Nantes bad not 
long to meditate on the horrors which 
were approaching, for Carrier returns. 

The convention had already decreed, 
that every city which either gave pro- 
teftion to the rebels, or did not repel 
them with all the means in its power, (hould 
be razed to the ground, and the property 
of its inhabitants be confifcated to the pro- 
fit of the republic. To exterminate " the 
royalifts of the Vendee" it was neceffary 
to conquer them ; but here the peace- 
able inhabitants of cities were to be de- 
ftroyed, and the evidence of the crime 
wa^ only to be found in the confcience 
of the executioner. Nantes, feated on 
the Loire, which empties itfelf into the 
fca fame leagues beyond it, was one of* 
C 6 the 
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the mon: confiderable and moft commer- 
cial cities in France. Its inhabitants 
were rich, and, what is not always the 
concomitant of riches,, were diftinguifhed 
for their difintereftnefs and patriotiftn. 
They had beheld with the fame horror 
as every other friend to liberty the fuc- 
eefs of the confpirators of the 31ft of 
May, and the tyrants had marked their 
perfons for vengeance, and their im- 
menfe property for pillage. 

A revolutionary committee was firft 
appointed to examine into this " arifto- 
cracy of commerce and wealth 5*' and ^his 
committee, as might have been expcdVed, 
was compofed of thofe whofe charafters 
ftoodhigheflr, in theeftimationof there- 
prefentatives, for cruelty or wickednefs. 
To give this committee its proper energy, 
a company of revolutionary foldiers was 
formed, who were to be the fbirri of the 
committee, and whofe occupation "was 
fufficiently marked by the name they af. 

fumed> 
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fumed, which was that of the company 
of Marat. Thus armed widi the decrees 
of the convention, and having troops of 
Unurderers of various denominations at 
his command, in revolutionary comi 
mittees, popular focieties, adminillrative 
bodies, and Maraiift foldiers. Carrier be- 
gan his operations in Nantes on the priefts 
who were condemned to banithmenr, 
Thofe men were waiting to undergo the 
punilhmentto which the law condemned 
them, for obftinate perfeverance in honeft 
Ignorance ; a puniihment which it is af- 
ferted the circumftances of the times re- 
quired. As the law was pronounced, 
it does not appear that the convention 
had authorifed Carrier to change the fen- 
tence. This, however, he undertook ; • 
the j^riefts were put on board a lighter 
which had a fous-pape, or falfe bottom, 
and then condudcd inK> the middle of 
the Ijoire j where, except two who ef- 
caped by fwimming, they were all 

drowned. 



( 38 ) 

drowned. Carrier wrote an account of 
this expedition to the convention, and, 
with a kind of felf-complacent exulta- 
tton, claimed merit for the novelty and 
cffedl of the meafure.— " Q^uel torrent re- 
volutionnaire que la Loire*!'* The con- 
vention applauded the idea, and ordered 
Carrier's difpatches to be inferted in their 
gazette, the bulletin. 

The committee of public fafety, 
though it might think the drowning of 
refraftory priefts a pleafant thing, were 
not perhaps aware that Carrier would 
lake advantage of their good hurnour. 
Unfortunately for the inhabitants of 
Nantes, Carrier mifconftrued their ap- 
probation as an invitation to proceed in 
his career ; and having, with his fword 
drawn, at the tribune harangued the ja- 
cobins of Nantes on their duties, ex- 
plaining and enforcing the inftrufltions 

^ What a reTolutionary torrent is the Loire I 
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he had himfelf received, in order to in- 
flame them with the fame revoUitionary 
zeal, he began to extend his plan of 
operations. The revolutionary com- 
mittee had determined that a great con- 
fpiracy exifted fn Nantes, and that the 
rich, who were ariftocrates par privilege^ 
were the confpirators. They ordered 
accordingly all perfons fufpefted of 
having been concerned in this confpiracy 
to be arrefted, and to be fent to Paris to 
be tried ; decreeing, that whoever refifted 
fliQuld be (hot, whoever fled (hould be 
declared an emigrant, and ordering all 
thofe whofe names were publifihed to fur- 
render thcmfclves in three days; forbid- 
ding every one, wives, fillers, or daugh- 
ters, under fevere penalties, to folicit their 
releafe. Three hundred and thirty-two 
perfons were arrefted oa this pretence. 
About one hundred of them we faw 
brought to Paris in waggons, bound like 
felons, for the reft had perilhed from the 
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txceffive cruelties which they bad under- 
gone ; and we were made to believe that 
thefe men, who were diftinguilhed in 
Nantes for their probity and patriotifm, 
were rebels of the Vendee whom the re* 
prefentative had fent up to treat the Pa- 
rifians with a fpeSiacky knowing their 
prefent tafte for bloody fights ; and it 
was expedled that they would have 
been (hot in the plain of Sablons, 
under the direction of Collot ; but this 
never took place. 

In the mean while Carrier fwelled the 
revoluUanary torrent at Nantes with other 
noyades, of which it appears that there 
were twenty-three expeditions. Thefc 
Boyades, or drowning fcenes, were at 
firft (hrouded in the darknefs of night ; 
but familiarity with crimes having worn 
off all (hame, ithey were afterwards exe- 
cuted in open day. There was alfo fome 
appearance of regard for the fufFerings of 
thefe unhappy viftims in the beginning, 
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fince they were left ignorant of the fata 
that awaited them till the moment 
of execution ; believing that they were 
only going to be transferred to Belle- Ifle, 
an ifland at the mouth of the river. 
There was fomcthing like mercy alfo in 
the conftrnftion of the dfowning-boats^ 
lince the drawing of a bar of iron in* 
gulphed the vidlims in an inilant }.and 
Carrier, in his firft difpatchcs to the con« 
vencion, bad the modefty ai well as the 
ingenuity of his prototype Anicetus^ 
who, hiflory fays, propofed this mode 
to Nero, ttha nirniined lilm wkh cXCufvi 
for drowning his mother^. But the 



* The freedman Anicetiu furniihed anezpedUnt* 
He propofed to conftnid a vefleli which when at fea 
fliduld fuddenly open in the mtddci by which means 
Agrippina would inftantly periffi. That a number 
of accidents happened at Tea i and that if Agripptna 
loll her life in a (hfpwfeck» who would be ft> malicious 
B8 to call that a crime vihich was the fault of the 
winds and waves ?-f-See Morceaux Choifis de Tacitc, 
par M. d^Alembert^ 
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crimes of ihefe monfters being at length 
naturalized into mannersj they grew weary 
of common murders, and invented new 
modes of deftruftion. Other veflels were 
fitted up for the reception of prifoners^ 
which had various conveniences^ among 
others a /alle a manger (a dining- room )y 
where Carrier and his committee fome* 
times feafted. In thcfe veflels the pri- 
(oners were confined till a noyade was 
^y to take place* At one time eight hun* 
dred perfons of both fexes, and of dif- 
ferent ageS) from fifteen to fourfcore, 
were precijwtated into the riven -Whe» 
the love of life difcovercd itfelf in thefc. 
unfortunate viftims by clinging to the 
barges, when in the ftruggle their hands 
became untied, the murderers amufed 
themfelves with cutting them with their 
fibres, or knocking them on the head 
with their poles. Some of thofe vidtims 
were deftined to die a thoufand deaths ; 
in^iocent young women were unclothed 

in 
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in the prefence of the monftcrs ; and, to 
add 2L deeper horror to this infernal aft 
of cmelty, were tied to young men, and 
both were cut down with fabres, or 
thrown iVito the river j and this kind of 
murder was called a republican marriage. 

Thefe noyades, where fimple drown* 
ing was the only fuffering, might be con- 
lidered as happy deliverances compared 
with the fufFcrings of thofe that remained 
in prifon. The wretched prifoncrs were 
heaped on each other in fuch numbers^ 
that the air became abfolutely pellilen- 
tial^ and the keepers were employed con-^ 
tinually in removing the dead. 

Delicate women, the wives and daugh- 
ters of thofe who were made prifoners 
in the royalift army, expofed to the in-, 
clemency of the winter in the damp of 
a dungeon, crowded together upon their 
ftraw in order to flielter themfelves from 
the cold ; and many a heart-breaking 
family fcene prefented itfelf to thofe 
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whofe humanity led them to take away 
-the children of royalifts tinder thirteen 
years of age, which the law permitted* 
A mother with four daughters, of which 
one was under fourteen, formed one of 
ihefe groups. A citizen of Nantes wenc 
into the dungeon to fee if there was any 
objeft on which he might cxercife his 
charity* He took up this young girl, 
crawling for weaknefs at her mother's 
feet, with the intention of conveying her 
home; while her fifterSj being a fev 
years older, were doomed to peri(h« But 
to perifti together now feemed their onljr 
. confolation ; they refufed to part j and 
fome degree of violence was ufed to force 
away the child, who foon after the mur* 
der of her family died of a broken heart. 
^1 But noyades were not the only mode 
of murder: the fufiUades were introduced 
at Nantes as they had been praftifed at 
Lyons. Men, women in a ftate of preg- 
nancy, boys and girls were killed with 

the 
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the bayonet, or (hot without difcrlmina* 
tion, and without the formality of a fen- 
tence ; and the executions were fo mul- 
tiplied, that the national guard were era- 
ployed for fix weeks in burying the per- 
fons whom they bad maffacred; Among 
the multitudes dcftined to die, fomehavc 
as it were returned to life, and given us 
their hiftory ; a few efcaped by fwim- 
ming; others recovered after having been 
(hot* A young married woman of rank; 
who was put into a fufillade with her 
hufband, although Ihe received three 
balls in her body, was found alive the 
next morning by thofc who came to 
throw the dead into the pits^ She had 
fufficient ftrength to implore their mercy, 
and they had the humanity to refer her 
cafe to the commiffary. The comraiffary 
at firft ordered the fentence to be again 
put into execution: but falling at his feet 
ihe reprefented the injuftice and cruelty 
of making her undergo a fecond death j 

and 
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^nd that the unikilfulnefs or negligence 
of the executioners ought not to fubjeft 
her again to puniftiment. The commif- 
fary was foftened, and confented that 
her life (hould be fpared, provided flie 
wouldbecomea fick nurfe in the hof- 
pitalsj where the perfon who related the 
anecdote to me faw her employed. 

Some flight forms were obferved in 
the execution of the decrees of the con- 
vention in the beginning of thefe maf- 
facres, and the ferocity of Carrier was 
fometimes checked by the reprefenta- 
dons of the conftituted authorities, and 
fometimes arretted by the oppofition of 
the judges. Carrier had named two 
wretches to the office of head execution- 
ers, who had general orders for drowning 
whenever they had leifure. The public 
accufer, who, though a timid old man, 
had oppofed a fecond general noyade 
which thefe ruffians were about to make^ 
was fent for by Carrier, who faid to him, 
7 *' It 
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** It is you then, you old wretch, who 
take upon you to oppofe my orders ! 
Take notice, that if the prifons be not 
emptied in two hours, I will guillotine 
you and the whole commiffion." The 
poor old man was affrighted, fell fick 
inftantly, and died imprecating curfes 
on Carrier. 

After this lefTon to the judges, no one 
thought of refilling Carrier's revolution- 
ary impulfe. The royalifts who were 
made prifoners, and thofe who laid down 
their arms,, came into Nantes and met 
with the fame fate. Pregnant women, 
who were under the proieftion of a fpe- 
cial decree, were murdered, and more 
than fix hundred children, formally ex- 
cepted by the law as being under the age 
of fifteen, were drowned, notwithjftanding 
the obfervation hazarded by the prefi- 
dcnt of the tribunal, who was anfwered 
by the monfter, «^ All, all without ex- 
ception ; 
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teption ; there can be no difficulty in 
the cafe/' 

Even thcfe are but flight offences com- 
pared to certain atrocities that are al- 
leged againft him ; the tyrants of an- 
tiquity are "quite ftiorn of their beams ;** 
Caligula, Nero, and all thatantient hif- 
tory records of ftrange murders, is ob- 
fcured in our remembrance by the cruelty 
of Carrier, Former.tyrants and aflaffins 
when compared to him appear but mo- 
dens I and Caligula's famous exclama- 
tion refpeding ihe people of Rome h 
loft in the affliftion of Carrier, when he 
regretted to his colleague Laingelot, 
who pafled through Nantes in his Way 
to Breft, the limits by which he was con- 
fined in the execution of national juftice, 
having only the Loire for the extent of 
his operations : " Oh, what a happy fel- 
low will you be/' he adds, " happier far 
than I am ! You will have the/erzz for your 
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•expeditions, and a fleet of fiips at your 
command !** 

This revolutionary, or rather counter- 
tevolixiohary, impulfe was not confined 
to Nantes. The countryaround was fub- 
jeded to the fame horrors. Whole com- 
munes were extirpated ; and the peace- 
able inhabitants of different places, whom 
the murderers had aflembled together, 
and who had never taken arms or given 
encouragement to the rebels, were maC- 
facred without difl:in6lion ; women and 
children, niagiftrates dreflcd in their 
fcarfs, going out to meet and welcome 
the conventional troops ; thoufands of 
citizens under arrefl:,.infurgents who had" 
fiirrendered themfelves, peafants work- 
ing in the fields, all fell alike the vidims 
of this defolating fury. 

The fcent of blood was become fo in- 

(lindive with thofe revolutionary mif- 

fionaries in the Vendee, that though 

-none of th^m could raife themfelves to 
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Carrier's fublimity of wickedncfs^ there 
were many who, according to his own 
declaration^, pradtifed verv fuccefsfully 
as amateurs. 

Of the various calamities inflicSted on 
this unhappy country, my imagination, 
melancholy as it is, could never furni(h 
me with images ftrong enough to paint 

^^ the horror, nor can any beneficial efFed: 
be produced on the mind by dwelling 

A on evils fo terrible ; fince I believe that 
• the heart grows hard, that tlie feelings 
become deadened, by the long contem- 
plation of fo wide a Wafte of ruin. As 
the wretch who is ftretched under the 
hands of torturing executioners is faid 
to feel pain but to a certain point, except 

* " Vouf voycz/* dit Carrier, ** que cctte deda- 
ration ne s'applique pas 1 moi, mais h tous les rcpte- 
fcntans du peupic dans la Vendee*' ' 

« You fcc,^* fays Carrier, *• that this declaration 
is applicable not to me, bul to all the repi-efentatives 
•f the people in the. Vendee,'* 

when * 
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when fome life-firing, that has fubmitted 
only to the general compreffion, becomes 
more poignandy affected by (bme partial 
application ; fo we hear of ncyades^ fufiU 
lades y mUraiUadeSy and guillotinades, with 
the dullncfs of fettUd forrovv, unlets 
when roufed to exertion at fom^ tale of 
particular and atrocious horror. 

But when the hiilorian, whofe faithful ^f 
pencil mud trace the hideous features of 
this Vendean war in all their deformity, 
fliall defcribe fcenes which I dare not 
name, let no one, becaufe he may con* 
iider fuch crimes as fcarcely within the 
verge of human poiSbiiity,doubt that they 
have been committed ; fince the events 
of the laft five years, which have fomc- 
ximes I^d us into regions of hitherto un- 
diCcovered beauty and fublimity, have 
alfo dragged our reluftant fteps into dens 
of undefcribed and unknown monfters, 
whofe exiftence we had never till now 
i)elieved, 

D2 LET- 
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X H E committee of public fafety, 
having fecurcd its permanence in the 
di&atorlhip through the complaifance 
of the convention, which with loud and 
lively applaufes renewed its powel^, for 
the fake of form, at the end of each month 
as they expired, grew bolder in its pro- 
jeft^, and', not fatisfied with revolution* 
jzingihe republic after their own manner, 
afl'^rted that their neighbours ought alfp 
to b.e made happy by rafting t\i^fweet$ 
ofthe fame i»^f;»tf^i^ liberty* it had ge- 
nerally been underftood, that the prefent 
war was the war only of the'EngUQi mi- 
nifter ; and that the people of England, 
-4houghwellwi(herstothccaufeoffreedomf 
were not fufficiently powerful to coun- 
lerad the defigns of the adminiilratioa* 

As 
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As long as this opinion- of the apathy of 
the Englifli prevailed,' we had Uvcd irf 
tolerable fecurity ; for it was difficult to 
perfuade the French, notwiihftanding the 
experience they had of the late war, that 
^t free people would twice wafte its trea- 
fare and its flrength^ in fb (hort a period, 
againft nations ftrtaggling into freedom,, 
'^he tfeafoQ of Toiilon, howeyer> awak- 
tned th^ French frotn their dream of the 
bpnbommie of the Britilh nation towards 
them ; and nothing was now talked of 
but the cowardly and feroeiipus Englifli^ 
and marching to ^irttrag^. : , * « 
. In this language more was meaift tbati. 
w^s pbivious tQ a common obferyer; for 
k ^as thf bu(>ne{s of the eqmmittcf oE 
government to work up the people to a 
ftrong degree of national hatred, in or- 
der to carry intoeffcffe a plan of invafioD' 
which they were meditating, although its 
imprafticabilitjf had been demonftrated 
by ihofe with v^hona they advifed, and who* 
D 3. were 
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were more converfant on the fubjeft than? 
tliemfelves^ and at length they received 
\hc fulled and moft (athfaftory evidence 
that theEnglifli were not at all incHned to 
make ihe experiment to which they were 
invited. In the mean imie the crimes of 
the Englilh government were the (land- 
ing order of the day at the jacobins j 
p and had it not been for the fpur given 
to malignity by thcfc declamatdry ha- 

' ranggcs, nothing couM have been more 
amufing than their ftyle. 

• One of Uio moft diftinguiftxed of thefe 
perfofmerSijii politics was the tragedian 
yi \ o£ Lyona, *^ We are now entering^,** 
f^s Collot, " into the confcience of 
^itt, into that volcano which vomits 
forth every crime. We have traverfed 

* this mortiferous and peftilential lava ; 
let us now march up to the ctater, I 
mean the Englifli government. If this 
government was not inherently bad, 
Pitt could "not have found the means 
. . of 
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of being fo abominable. 1 would noc 
put this government into competition 
with that of France. This would be 
comparing the excefs of every vice, 
with the aflemblage of every virtue; 
a government," adds this orator, juft 
returned from Lyons reeking with the 
blood of thoufarids of innocent vic- 
tims, *^ fuch as Heaven ought to have 
given tq all nature ; while the other is 
vicious, wanting all the virtues which we 
eifteem, and filled with every thing that 
is held in abhorrence amongft us.'* 

Although Robefpierre jiad for CQCtain ^ 
rcafons thrown oflfhis pack, the jacpbins,^ 
in purfuit of the crjmes of the Englif^j, 
government, he did not permit any of, 
them without chaftifement to follow too 
clofc. One orator propofed fending in- 
flantly a hQndred cannon to eflablifh 
liberty on the banks of the Tharnes; and, 
as a preparatory ftep, to put to death all 
D 4 the 
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the remains of the BrifTotine fadion, and 
all the toads ofthi marjh who were endea- 
vouring to creep up the momtain. Such 
were the denominations of the fcventy- 
three imprifoned deputies^ and thofe of 
the republicans whoftill remained in the 
convention. As Robcfpierre had not 
been confulted, there was an audacity in 
the propofition which provoked his 
warmed indignation. 'He admitted that 
the propofition was extraordinarily po* 
pular> and revolutionary to the twentieth 
degree} but, as ^ punifliiment for its 
ralhnefs, he condemned the fpj^ker to aa 
cxclufion from the fociety; as \i^ell as 
another member who took up bis de- 
fcnce» and talked of the defpotifm of 
opinion. Robefpierrcirpmedi^tely tnark- 
ed bim on the fpot vvitU the fe^l of re- 
probation, by declaring, as a proof of the 
culprit's criminality, that, when a jury- 
man of the revolutionary tribunal, helwd 

given 
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given bifr verdidk in favour of Miranda^ 
who was known to be the great and firm 
fupport of the Briflbtine fadion. 

The jacobins v/ere aftonifhed that fa> 
well-informed a nation as the Engliflv 
ftould be reduced to fo pitiable a con- 
dition as that of being ruled by men- 
fters and volcanos; and this wonder 
grew till Robefpierre, who had hitherto- ^ 
kept lilence except when a member be- 
came ultra-revolutionary, told them they 
were all in the wrong. ^ It is to no* \f 
purpore,'''fays he, *' to talk to the En- 
glifh about their government, or attempc 
to make them better; for you are all 
very much deceived if you think that 
either the morals or underftanding of the 
Englifh nation are at all to be compared 
with the French. They are two hun- 
dred years behind you, and hate you 
with a very conftant and perfeft hatred. 
If therefore you wi(h to inform them,, 
you muft accommodate yourfelvcs to 
D5 their 
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their incapacity, and adapt your lan- 
guage to their comprehenfion *.** 

Robefpierre put an end to this Jaco- 
binical difcuffion, fo kindly meant for the 
information of their unhappy neighbours^ 

upon 

* It appears that Voltaire was of a different opi- 
nion from Robefpierre. " The Italians,'^ fays he^ 
• •* till the time of Muratori, have never been think- 
ers ; the French have thought only by halves ; but 
the Englifhy becaufe their wings have never been 
clipt, have flown to heaven and become the precep* 
tors of the world, &c.'' 

Had Voltaire lived at this periodit and efcaped the 
guillotine, he would perhaps have applied to Robef- 
pierre the obfervation he made on Marat, who had 
juft then written a great book in order to demolifh 
the Newtonian philofophy, and make a revolution in 
all fciences, particularly the fcience of anatomy;. 
*^ that he was more fitted to calumniate mankind, 
than to analyfe them/' 

It is not in the heat of revolutions that the true 
charaders of their a^ors can be appreciated, and 
perhaps calumny never fported with reputations more 
ftrangely than during the political confli6U which 
have happened in France. Roh/jfnerre and patrioH/m 

have 
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upon feeing new dangers prefiing round 
him which it was neceflary for him to 
make the^ order of the day. He had 

arrived 

have been fynonymous terms ; Marat loft his owa 
name in that q{ the friend of the people ; and the new 
term for robbery and pilfering was hnJfoUer. Of 
the extent of Robefpierre*s patriotifm the evi- 
dence has been written in the blood of the innume* 
rable vidlims of his tyranny. Marat is now cond- 
dered as a Riifchievous madman ; bat his chara&er 
has never been well analyfed, except in a /I<etch 
which BrifTot has drawn of him in a work written 
during his laft captivity, which 1 have read in ma- 
nufcript, and from which 1 fhall tranfcribe the por- 
trait of Marat. See Appendix, No. II. 1 take 
this opportunity of mentioning that this poflhumous 
work of Briflbt, which will foon be publlfhed for 
the benefit of his amiable widow and her children, is 
written with the moll aifeding fimplicity, candour, 
and truth. - It is the hiflory of an honeft man, who 
was devoted to liberty from his earlieft years, and 
whofe life was one continued ftruggle in its caufe. 

It appears from this work, that BrifTot had 

been from his youth a republican in his political 

principles, and a fceptic in religion. He was one of 

D 6 the 
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arrived to fuch a point of defpotifm ia 
the fociety, that thofe who had any cou- 
rage were difpofed to revolt, and thofe 
who were cowards were in a conftant 

the fubvertera of the French monarchy ; but with 
the fame firmnefs with which he had reje6led the 
millions offered to him by the courts he refufed to 
participate in the crimes which ftained the republic, 
an^ preferred being their viAim. His fceptical er- 
rors in religion he ihared in common with all men 
of letters in France ; who univerfally confider infi- 
delity as infeparably connedked with philofophy» and 
whofe ignorance in matters of religion is only equal* 
led by their arrogance in reje6Ung what they have 
not examined. Briffot's Memoirs are replete with 
anecdotes of celebrated chara6:ers, both in France 
and England : they are written in the manner of 
RouiTeau's ConfefiBons: the writer develops himfelf 
to the world, and takes the fame liberty with his 
acquaintance. 

The French republic has already reinilated the 
memory of Briffot. Already his name is pronoun- 
ced with reverence, as one of the founders of that ' 
republic, as the benefa^or and the martyr of his 
country, ' 

ftate 
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ilate of terror. He had &(hioned the 
fociety to his own purpofes by an epuns^ 
tioHf in which all thofe who were not 
deemed to have opinions conformable ta 
bis own, or energy fufHcient to execute 
great defigns^ were excluded. Put it was 
not without murmur that he was fufTered 
to bear his faculties fo imperioully : there 
were fome who looked back to their 
high eftate widi (hame^ that fo contemp* 
tible a tyrant (hould have outrun their 
popularity. 

Among the follies of the da}' were the 
reports of Barrere ; who, as he was pro- 
feffedly the lacquey of the tyrants, was 
appointed to be their trumpeter at the 
tribune. His repo-.ts were fo extravagant, 
and fo full of falfehood^ that they at 
length' became proverbial ; and when we 
meant to exprefs our difapprobation of 
any thing at once filly and atrocious, we 
were accuftomed to obferve that it was a 
4 c^r- 
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carriM^ol* i. la Barrerc. *^For a free 
people to have peace," lays he, *' the onljr 
way is to exterminate all defpots. The 
French republic can only fecure peace 
by dictating that peace to the world ; 
then it will be lading. Let us take a 
view of the forces in array again ft us — 
Look at them — there are the EngUfti— 
thelrilh— the Scotch — the Hanoverians" 
(He might have added the Shetlanders, 
and the people of the Ifle of Man) — 
** Auftrians, Bohemians, Hungarians, 
Flemilh" — (He might have enumerated 
the people of the Black Foreft, and the 
prince of Furftenburg) — *' Neapolitans, 
Piedmontefe, Italians, and.Papifts, &c/* 
In this mode of enumerating, Barrere 
might have counted enemies * 

*♦ Thick as the leaves that ftrcw the hxxwks 
«*InVairOmbrofa:'» 

* The epithet which^ in contemptuous pteafantiy^ 
he hlmfelf be&owed upon his reports. 

and 
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and a plain man, who had no great ikill 
in thole matters, would have fallen into 
the fame error as the boft, who being 
called up on a dark night by a Spaniffi 
traveller, and informed that don John- 
Jerome- Francifco-Pedro, with a mul- 
,titude of other chriftian names, fur- 
names, and titles, was arrived, anfwered 
from his chamber-window, that they muft 
go on to the town at a few miles diftance, 
for that he had not room for a twentieth 
part of the company. 

The commune of Paris, who had hi* 
therto met with no oppofition to the va- 
riety of reformation which they had pro- 
pofed, who had co-operated in the over- 
throw of government on the 31ft of May, 
and who had fince, of their own autho- 
rity, annihilated the religion of the 
country, conceived that they might with 
equal facility take the regulation of both 
church and (late into their awn hands, 
and di(burthen the convention of the 

weight. 



( ^4 ) 

weigbt. They thought that tliofe who 
had contributed to gain the viftory ought 
to Ihare in the fpoilsf they beheld witb 
uneafinefs the growing influence of thek 
accomplices in the convention, and re- 
folved aot to fuffer the continuance of 
this ufurpation without remonftrance. 
The ambitious members pf the com- 
mune were not fupported upon this oc- 
cafion by their allies the jacobins s for 
Peyreira, Proly, and Defieux, who had 
hitherto influenced that club, had now 
objeds in view more gratifying to their 
feelings than difput« about the divilion 
of fupreme power, fince they had gain* 
ed a fufEcient portion to enable them to 
condud the operations of that (hare of 
the government which they had taken, 
under their more immediate proteftioni 
which was the regulation of the finances, 
Robefpierre,. whofe aim was permanent 
authority, did not fuffer the deprcdations^ 
of his jacobin agents to pafs unnoticed- 
He 
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He found that the ftabiliry of his govera- 
ment would be endangered if fuch cfx- 
croachmems on his adminiftration were 
fufFered to continue; and accordingly 
took a revolutionary nicafurej and puC 
them into prifon as dilapidators of the 
public fortune. Among thefe dilapida- 
tors were the moft adive perfecutors of 
the fallen party of the Gironde» Tha 
chiefs of the municipalityi who had hi«^ 
therto been the agents of Robefpierre, 
were alarmed at the imprifonniient of 
tbpir GO-adJutorSi tl^ chiefs of thq J8£Qj*». 
bins; an^ did not well brook returning 
to. their primitive infignificanpy^^ and 
living their accomplices in tranquil 
poffctlion of the power they had helped 
them to ufurp,. The firft fymptom of 
rebellion was the denunciation which 
Hebert niadc againft ^^rrere at the ja>i^ 
cobins'. It was not fufScient to hill ihe- 
nation into dcfpotifm by promifmg it 
the freeft of all poffible conftitutionsj 

the 



f 66 ) 

the conqueft of all the kingdoms of the 
world, and kings brought in fetters to 
Paris, were alfo promifed with as much 
facility to the good people of the repub- 
lic, as the knight of La Mancha difpofed 
of governments and iflands to his trufty 
fquire. Among other fplendid aflur- 
ances, Barrere had proclaimed from the 
tribune, that the war in the Vendee 
fliould be finiflicd on the ift of Novem* 
bcr. To fave his credit, the prophet 
appeared at the tribune at the ap- 
pointed time; and becaufe the royaU 
ifts were marching vidtorioufly from 
the Vendee acrofs the country, to the 
northern coafts, he confidently affured 
the convention that the Vendue cxifted 
no longer. Hebert*s aflcrtion was well 
founded, that at the moment when Bar- 
rere pronounced their deftrudtion they 
were in greater force than ever; but aa 
to doubt the reports, the infallibility, or 
the reafoning of the committee of pub* 
llcfafety was an ad of treafon againft 

the 
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the republic, this crime of Hebert was 
not forgotten. The commune of Paris 
perceived that the committee of public 
fafety had obtained an abfolute power 
over the convention, and took meafurcs 
to provide againft it, by advertifing a 
fyftem direftly oppofite to that of the 
committee, which they judged would be 
more acceptable to the people, and efta- 
bliQi their own popularity. They, who 
had been the contrivers of every infur^ 
leftion; who had prompted to every mur- 
der, and had demanded at the. bar of the 
convention that terror (hould continue to 
be the order of the day 5 that all priefts 
whatever fliould be difmiflcd from all 
fundtions civil and military i that the 
prifoners of the Temple, the children 
of the late kingj fliould be fent to 
the common prifons on the ground 
of equality, and that all perfons wlio 
had gone to their country houfes 
fliould be ordered, on pain of being fuf* 

peded^ 
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peSed, to come into town, in order pro^ 
bably tobe maflkcred more conveniently ^ 
became at once mild and tender-hearted^ 
** There exifts/' fays Chaumette *, the 
procurcur of the commune, " a confpi* 
racy to divide patriot^w PTc and the- 
mountaiq-members of the coQventioa 
have been from the beginning of the re- 
volution the firmeft fupports of liberty^ 
and it is alfo againft us that calumay di-^ 
redts its principal efforts. The rcvolu* 
tionary committees, led aftr^y by perfidi- 
ous men^ are oft^n the in^rt!tp[)ents o£ 
thefe abominable ipachinatiops. We inu(i 
affcmble the members in a general co;un- 
cil ; we mud tell thecn that it i^ time for 
defpotifintpceafe J for the father no longgr 
to demand in vaiii the liberty of his foa. 

^ Chaumette was at the beginning of the revolu«> 
tion a fhop-boy, and afterwards a^ hackney-writer. 
Hebert was a candle-fnugcr at one of the theatres fe 
and aftenvards a receiver of the entrance money ^ 
from which place be was driven for bis diflionelly, 

^ UDJuftljf 
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^njuftly torn from him 9 the hulband thaC 
of his wife, and the brother that of his 
brother. Let us teach tyrants that man 
is the qitizen of his country, and not the 
Have of defpotifm." The procureur in 
confequence detnanded that ten mem- 
bers of each revolutionary committee 
Ihould be called to the general council, 
to labour c6njointly with the comfnittee 
of public fafety, and that two members 
only Chould remain in each committee to 
"Watch over the execution of the mea- 
fures to be taken. The fenfibility of the 
committee of public fafety was lefs 
awakened than that of the commune by 
Chaumette's pathetic eloquence. One of 
the members talked of Brutus and his 
fons, and another remarked on the dan- 
ger of rival powers, and invited the 
convention to annul the decree of the 
commune. The convention, finding one 
tyranny fufficiently burdenfome, imme- 
diately obeyed ^ and the commune, like 

the 
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the reft of the republic, fubmiited to the 
yoke. • 

The commune was not the only rival 
with which Robefpierre had to contend^ 
for though a feeling of common danger 
had produced between men who were 
difcordant in every thing but wicked- 
ncfs, an alliance — when that danger was 
paft, there was no tie remaining by which 
they might continue to be united. It is 
the puniflimcnt of tyrants and villains to 
live in continual terror of each other j and 
this was the fate of thofe who had con* 
fpired to overturn the republic, and who 
had deftroyed thofe virtuous friends of 
liberty by whom it was founded. Robef- 
pierre feared, that the fame means which 
he, with the aid of the commune of Pa- 
ris, had employed againft the Gironde, 
might be again put in praftice to over- 
throw himfelf ; and as he faw that the 
commune afpired to independence, and 
had already given figns of an ambitious 

fpirir, 
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fpirit, he dreaded left fome rival might 
Hart up, who, with more generofity and 
larger promifes, might pnlh him from 
his feat. This rival he faw in the per- 
foa of Dan ton, who, with greater talents 
Chan Robefpierre, and with a mind 
fomcwhat lefs atrocious, had from natu- 
ral indolence neglefted to cultivate that 
fort of popularity which would foon have , 
raifed him to be the chief of this cabal. 
Of this party were Camille Defmoulins, 
the author of the libel againft the Gi- 
ronde, which was publiQied at the time 
as an addcefs from Paris to the depart* 
ments ; Fabre d'Eglantine, who was an 
intriguer, with more addrefs and lefs ho- 
nefty than Camille ; La Croix, who was 
a wretch covered with crimes— venal, 
bafe, and treacherous j a compound of 
the moft (hocking vices; who had been 
fucceffivcly paid by the court and the 
foreign powers, and whofe fer vices were 
at the difpofal of thofe who could beft 

reward 
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reward them. There were others of leis 
note, fuch as Philrjypeaux, who had been 
^ mountaineer of the Idwer region, and 
who, though (baring in the iniquity of 
Tiis party, had been Ids adive than the 
reft in the conimiffion of crimes. He 
liad incurred the fulpicion of honefty 
from the account he publiftied of the 
Iniquity of the war in the weftern de- 
partments j but he ftrongly contended 
for hi$ (hare in the general villany, as 
the friend of Marat, and the murderer 
•of the Gironde. Thefe men had only 
liinted difapprobation at the excefs of 
the tyranny which was then exercifed. 
But Robeipierre colleded the wjiifpers 
of the party before any plan was aftually 
arranged, and declared loudly, thougli 
myfterioufly, both in the convention 
and the jacobins', that the republic was 
in danger from the combinations of fedi- 
tious ^and perverfe men ; whom he re- 
prefented as new men, patriots of yefter- 

day. 
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, who were eager ro lay hold of 
the pillars of the revolution, and, by 
climbing to the height of the moun- 
iain> precipitate thofe who had hitherto 
fat there with fo much fiiccefs. The 
height of the mountain, was another 
figure for the fummit of his kingdom, 
where many of thofe whom he was about 
to accufe had long afpired to the loftieft 
feats, which it was impoffible all could 
obtain ; 

^ « Devil with devil damned 
" Firm concord holds 5" miltok* 

but here, as the fupremacy was to be un- 
divided,* no two parties could exift on 
equal terms at the fame time. The par- 
ty of Danton had loft much of its influ- 
ence with the people by the indolence of 
the chief, and the rapicity of the fubal* 
terns ^ while Robefpierre had neglefted 
no means to obtain that dominion on 
which h-e had perfeveringly bent his 
Vol, hi. E mind. 
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jiiind. Under Robefpierre's banqprs 
the great majpr^ty of the committee had 
enlifted i but his fworti and facred allies 
were St. Juft and Couthon^ whofe fouk 
were of adamantine tamper. Barrere 
had not yet taken all his degrees in atro- 
city, being only their lacqwey, and hav* 
ing nothing very original in wickednefs, 
except the phrafeology he made ufe of 
in its juftificacion. 

Robefpierre now thought that it was 
neceflary to his fafety to be difencum- 
bered of the fadion of the commune, 
and the fadion of Danton. It v\'as not 
difficult' to bring a thoufand charges 
againftthem, of which one .alone before 
the great tribunal of national juftice would 
have been fufficient to have diredted the 
fword of national vengeance^ bursas the 
accofers could proffer none of thofe 
charges without crimirmtingcthemfelves, 
they had recourfe to the expedient of 
their being accomplices of the faftion 
J de 
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<Ie f ietranger *^ wbid^ was a mod inex- 
hauftible (burce for the faj^ricatiba of ail 
indictments ancjl bills fol^ coaTpiracies. 
When the committee of public fafety 
liad marked their vidims, it was oeccf- 
fary to iaforna the convention, that they 
were going to prepare the facrificc ; not 
that they feared any oppofition or re- 
monftrance, but for the fake of regula- 
rity. The convention, therefore, was 
inftriiiaed by St. Juft, that a confpiracy 
was framed by foreignen, who were 
about to commit a number of horrible 
things, ftarvc, plunder, and murder the 
good people of the republic ; that this 
fadion had already overthrown religion * 
and morality, and was about to form a 
new fed of immorality, and the love of 
fenfual enjoyments, from'which innocence 
and virtue had every thing to dread i 
tiiat the great, diredtors *of thefe machi- 

* The faAion of foreigner*. - 

E 2 nations 
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trations of the Englifti court, were fo- 
reigners then at Paris, who had corrupt- 
ed the agents of government ; and that 
it was neceffary they (hould all be pu- 
nifhed tc^ether* 

The convention wajs feized wiili hor- 
ror at hearing thofe things, and with the 
fame unanimity with which they had ap- 
plauded Carrier's revolutionary wit, de- 
creed, as their cpmmittee ordered, that 
whoever, by any ad whatever, (hould at- 
tempt to degrade, deftroy, or put obfta- 
cles in the way of the national conven- 
tion, (hould be punilhed with death. 

The faftion of Hebert, Chaumettc, 
and Danton, were led fucceffively to the 
guillotine, as I have before related. 

In order to facilitate the clearing of 
the prifons, and to put in force a law juft 
before pafled, tliat the, property of all 
perfons who (houKl be deemed enemies 
of the revolution (hould be confifcated 
lo the profit of the republic, and that the 

criminals 
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criminals fhould be confined in prifon till 
the peace, when they were to be baniihed 
for ever y. the convention decreed, that 
fix popular conimiflions fhould be form- 
ed to try thofe perfons fpeedily, and 
fhorten the labour of the revolutionary 
tribunal. Other decrees of the fame co- 
lour pafTed at this period, fuch as mak- 
ing the per fon who fbguld conceal a coa- 
fpirator liable to the fame punifhmenr. 
All thefe decrees the convcnticn pafTed,. 
on the fimplc propofition of the com- 
mittee, to whofe fatherly proteflion the 
ftate was in full confidence configncd- 

Had the vengeance or jealoufy of the 
tyrants been diredled only againft their 
own accomplices \ had only their afTo- 
ciatcs in wickcdnefs> their Hebens and 
their Dantons fallen, though the accu» 
fetions on which their condemnation 
was founded were abfurd and ground- 
kfe, there was no one who would not 
have rejoiced at tliofe fteps towards na- 
E 3 ' tional 



( 78 ) 

tiofial dcfivcjrance. But ihefe acts of 
jufticewcre very rare, while ihofe of 
murder were increaiing every da'y^ 
Among the mafs of viftims which at this 
period were facrificed yrere the fartners- 
general of France. Thefe men had never 
been favourites with the people at any 
period ; their profeflion was in itfelf un- 
popuiac, cfiOugt: I iwvc ntytr heard that 
any of the perfons who fuffercd had been 
guilty of any afts cf oppreffion not al- 
I J .ved by the law. Thefe men were ac- 
cufed of various crimes, but none wore 
a more heinous appearance than a plot 
which, it was afierted, they had formed 
againft the heakh of the citizens in pre* 
paring und vending bad fnufF. There 
was little hope that, when the guillotine- 
Was the minifter' of finance, fermeps-ge- 
neral could efcape: all were guilty of 
pofleffing riches ; all therefore periflied. 
The municipality of Sedan was led ta 
death en mafsy at the fame period. They 

were. 



C 79 .) 
were accufed of being panizans of La 
Fayette at the cpocha of the loth of Au- 
gijft. Ignorant of the events which had 
been paffing in Paris,, and under mili- 
tary conflraint, they had for a few days 
fijpported La Fayette's pretenfions ; but 
they foon drfcovered their error, and ac- 
cepted theamnefty that was offered them,. 
No new caufe of impeachment could be 
brotight againft them- except their great 
wealth, on account of whicb they were 
ftnt to the tribunal at Paris} where forty 
of them were condemned to die. Sedan^ 
WM femous for its manufadlories, and 
titefe men- were the proprietors of the* 
chief eAabli(hment»k Their weahh,,whilc >V 
it circulated throughout Europe, fur- 
niflied food to thou&nds who were now 
reduced to want, and their own hitherto* 
opulent families were devoted to begr 
gary and ruin* 

The tyranny of thefe monfters was not 

the only evil with which the people of 

E4 France 
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France had to ftruggle. Famine was 
prefling on with hafty ftrides. The law 
of the maximum had not only driven 
away the foreign merchant, but alfo kept 
at a diftance the dealer^ who was accuf- 
tomed to provide for the daily returning 
wants of the inhabitants. The grazier 
no longer drove his oxen to Paris, where 
the maximum, on entering the barriers, 
diminifhed half their value ; nor could 
the butcher furnifli meat, when the maxi« 
mum allowed him but half the purchafe 
money of the cattle. Des caremes ci- 
viqucs ?*, ackd other revolutionary mea.* 
fures of the like fort, were recommended 
to the fading multitude ^ bur due wag, 
more indignant than ihereftj painted 
well the ftatQ of want and cruelty to 
which Paris was thed abandoned, by 
writing on the pedeftal of the ftatue 
which was placed on the fpot of the pub- 

* Patriotic Lents. 

lie 
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lie executions : * II n'y a de boucherit v 
a Paris, que fur cette place. 
• This melancholy period was the full ^L 
completion of that prophetic moment • 
when Vergniaud poured out his eloquent 
ibui againft thofe murderers, ki his fa« 
tnous fpeech on the ^rial of Lewis XVI,. 
** And ye, induftrious citizens,- who have 
made the- revolution; ye, whofe facri- 
fices are mukiplied every day in propor- 
tion to the wants of your country ; what 
will become of you ? What will he your 
refources ? What hands will wipe away 
your tears ? WIio will give comfort to 
your families? Will you go and feck 
for your pretended friends ? Ah, rather 
fly from them f I will tell you what 
they will anfwer, when you (hali aik tbem^ 
for bread. They will fay, '^ Go to the 
charnel-houfes, and tear from the earth 
the palpitating limbs of the corpfes which 

* The only butchery in Paris is at ihis place. 
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we have there heaped together." JS\ood 
and corpfes-— thcfc arc all ihtj wilE have 
to offer you I " You (hudder^ my fel- 
low citizens ; O ! my country, I call thee 
to witnefs the efforts which I make to 
fciateh thee from .the horrible crafis into- 
^l^hich thefe men woiifd plunge thee I** 
But his prophetic fpirk failed, when he 
ailbred his auditors that thofe days of 
mourning would never arrive,. '* Thofe 
aflaffins are too cowardly," feiys he;; 
*^ thofe little Mariuses, grovelling in the 
mud of the marfh, where fled that cod-« 
fpirator, who had at leaft fome virtues/* 
Vergniaud was miftakenV the modern 
chiefs had indeed lels courage than Ma- 
riuSj but the citizens of Paris were more 
cowardly than the citizens of Romei^ 
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1. E X T E R IV. 

i HE cities of Paris and Lyons, and 
the extenfive department of the Ven^ 
d6e, were not the only fcenes of hor- 
ror which France exhibited during the 
tyranny of Robefpicrre s alas, there was 
fcarcely a valley of that defolated coun- 
try, •' whofe flowerets were not bruif^ 
cd with the tread of hoftile paces !'* 
Robefpierre could not have fo long, 
maintained his .iron fceptre, had he not 
found, to ufe the words of Shakefpeare,. 

*^ SkffCB that took hia huiBourt for ? i^nmt,» 
** To break into the bloody koufe of lifoi. 
" And, on the winking of authority;^ 
«* To underftand a law.?* 

while Carrier ravaged the country o0 

the wcft| and Coliot d'Herbois laid the 

£ 6 opulent 
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opulent city of the eaft in a(hes^ Le ' 
Bon hung like a deftroying vulture 
over the north, feafting his lavage foul 
with the fight of mangled carcafes ; and 
Maignet confumed the lovely villages 
. of the.fputh in the flames of a general 
^^ confl^ration. The fcene of Maignet's 
proconfulatc was the departments of 
Vauclufe, and the mouth of the Rhone 
— thofe celebrated regions for ever dear , 
to , the lovers of the elegant arts, where, 
cheering the gloom of gothic barbarifm, 
to ufe the language of Offian^ *• the 
* light of the fong arofe;'* where the 
Troubadours ftrung their early harps, 
and where the immortal Petrarch pour- 
ed forth his impaflioned drains. Di- 
vine -poet! no more Ihall the unhappy 
lover feek for confolation in (hedding 
delicious tears on the brink of tba,C 
fountain where thou haft wept for 
Laura !-^no more (hall he haunt with 

peafive 
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ptnfive enthufiafm' that falitary valley, 
thofe craggy rocks, thofe hanging wood v 
arid torrent-ftreams, where thou haft 
wandered with congenial feelings^ and; 
to which thy tfcnder complaints bdvc 
given everlafting renown !— thofe ert-- 
chanting dreams, thofe dear illuiloQs 
have for ever vaniftied — that delicious 
country, the pride of France, the gar- 
den of Europe, the claffical haunt of 
Petrarch no longer prefents the delight- 
ful Imagps of beauty, of poetry,' of paf- 
fion ; the magical fpell is broken^ the 
foothing charm, is diiTolved; the fairy 
fcenes have been polluted, the. wizard 
bowers, profaned ; the orange-groves are 
defpotled of their aromatic fwtetnefs; 
the waters are tinged wit-h blood s tlie : 
hollow moans of calamity iffue from the 
caverns, and the flhrieks of defpair re-- 
echo from the cliffs r the guillotine has 
arifen amidft thofe confecrated (hades 
where love alone had reared its altars !-^ 
4 - no 
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B9 longer wx)^ .^hn tiaine oH Vau^l^ 
9 aflbidated the idea of Petrarch^ that 
of Maignet, the deftroyiog^ Maigner^ 
lireieqcs kfelf to the (huddfTu^g imagina^ 
tHMhtiaodthe aftpnUhed fouliUiPts^ b^|c 
Mtilh horror-^r— , 

*< t fee, where late the vei^nt1an<Scape HniTdy 

A joylefs defarr, and a dreary wfld ; 

<yer all the air a dirclbl gioom. is-i^vead |. 

Pale are ^e oieadH i^. :4li {hesr hlojUbxnt dead. f. 

The ekmds of Apr3 ihed a baleful' dew» 

And nature wears a veil of deadly hue."» » ■- 

One of the firft adis of hfaignet, upon 
his arrrnd in tshe deparcmem. of Vaui* 
dvife, was die defiruftiofi of the village 
of Bisdouin, fituated in* a country of 
the moft romantic beauty, and where 
the beni^ cUmnte fofters all the rich 
produ6biohs^ of fuxnmer, and forms at 
ftf iking comraft lo the etet^nal inows 
wiiich corer the mountain of Venroox^ 
at the foot of which the village is placed* 

A fmall tree o£ liberty- which had 

' been< 
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been, planted on a., folitary ipot newr 
Bedouin, was^ during the lught, tortk 
from the ground by (omc wretches who 
knew that this incident would AcUfnifb dr 
pretext for pilbg« and devaftatioa* At 
break of day the very perfons who were- 
die perpetrators of this a<$, one of wIkha 
wa$ the preSdent of the popular fociety^ 
founded; » g^norai alarto^ land accnfedi 
die gqiklds lii^abicants of Sfedouin of 
the facrilege comnaitted a^inft the hal*. 
lowed (ymbol of freedom, 

Kevohsciooncy troops wcBcS^oftamly 
fiimmoned . tid carry fire and fword 
ttirougb th< viUage and.tj&Eritofy of Be* 
d{Ouin« A niunicipal commiOion was ioi-^ 
mediately organised by Maignet, which 
prefented itfclf wherever there was ihe 
hope of fpoil, fpreading every where 
defolatioa and deatb* Five bundled 
liabiations were delivered to the flanjes i, 
tjje fruits of the harveil were confunied, 
tedihemw^^e of Maigaet^ fatal as the 

fabled 
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fabled wand of an eVil magician, ftruck 
the rich and luxuriant foil with fuddea 
fterility. The flourilhing manufaflures 
of Bedouin (hared the fate of its defola- 
l«e3 fields ; and all that \vas faved fronj* 
the general wreck were the treafwresfpread 
by the fruitful filk worm upon the tops 
of the trees by which ^it is nduriflied. 
A tribunal of blood was formed by the J 
order of Maignet ; every^ day. the dc- 
(lined number of vidims were iinarked 
by the public accufer ; sx\A the inhabi- 
tants, who were unable to name the 
guilty perfons, were all involved itt 
one profcription. Thofe who efcdped 
the knife of the guillotine fought for 
ftieltcr in the depths of caverns, after 
the conflagration of their habitatfons, on 
the ruins of which placards were fixed, 
forbidding any perfon to approach the 
fpot. The hollow cliffs re-echoed the 
moans of the widow and the orphan^ 
Two hundred and eighty young men of 

Bedouia 
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Bedouin who had flown to- the ffontiej 
even before the requifition in order to de- 
fend their country, in vain difpatch fuc- 
ceflive letters, enquiring with £(f^d foU- 
citude after their parents. Thofe gat*, 
lant young foldiers will return to their 
native village, their brows bound with 
the laurels of valour. Alas ! they will 
find their native village but one fad 
heap of ruins !— in vain they will call 
upon the tender names of father, of 
mother^ of iifter :-^a melancholy voice 
will feem to ifTue from the earth that 
covers them, and ,figh, ibey are no more ! 
For thofe vifiorious warriors no car of 
triutnph is prepared j no mother's tcara 
oftranfport (hall hail (he bleifed mo- 
ment of their return ; no father fliall 
clafp them to his bofom with exulting, 
joy, proud of their heroip deeds. Ah, 
no! their toils, their dangers, and their, 
generous facrifices (hall find no recom- 
penfe in the fweetncfs of domeftic af- 

fedioni 
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fcdlioni tit the foothing blifs which^ after 
abfencc, belongs to home ! — alas ! their 
homcs^are IcreHcd with the ground; they 
will fiiitl no fpot upon which to repofe 
fheir wearied limbs but the graves o£ 
their murdered parents.-— 

The village of Bedouin was too 000-* 
fined a Tphei-e for the deffroying genius^ 
of Maignet. His third of blbod was h oc 
yet allayed, his: tafte. for defolatioti was 
not yet gratified A wider feena of 
ruin fired bis imaginatlbn,. and bis.crea^ 
rive genius furni(hed the committee or 
public (afety witlf » niodel for the law 
of the 22d of'f^rairfai, which baniffee^ 
^11 jiidicial forms from the revolutionary 
t'ribuital of f^ri^s. Maignet, after the 
d^ftruftion of Bedouin^ caufed what he 
ternie'd a^popular commiflioh to be erc<5l- 
ed at Orange, for the purpofe of trying 
all the coitnter-revolutionifts. of the de- 
partments of Vauclufe, and the moutb 
of the Rhone, without any written evi- 
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(Jcnce, and witliout a jury. ** Twetvcof 
fifteen thoufand perfons arc imprifoned 
in thofe departments,*^ fays Maignet, \i% 
a letter to Coudion ; " if I were to cxc* 
cute the decree which order* all confpiw 
raters to be brougjvt to Paris^ it would 
require an army to conduA them,, and 
they muft be billeted like foldiei-s upon? 
the rqad.*' Maignet therefore obtained 
the fanAion of the comttvictee of pubtte 
iafety, wbkk was/ givei^ vrtthom'the 
confencof theconvmuoa^ to his plan of 
formiog a popular cocEuniffiofi otOrange* ^ 
The committM of public fafety^ 
•»anncdthe judgcsj'Who by their c6ndu6b 
jullified the difce»nm«nt with which they* 
were cbofea, and proceeded with revo- 
lutionary rapidity in their work of death^^ 
•^ You know/' feys the fecretary of the 
commiflion, in a letter to Payan, " the 
fituation of Orange ; the guillgtine la 
placed in the front of the mountain^ and 
U feems as if tlie hfads: in filing paid it;. 

the 
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the homage it dcferves.'* Sometimesr 
however the majority of the judges o£ 
Qraage complain in their letters of two 
of their colleagues, wbofe confcicnces had' 
not altogether attained tlie height of the- 
levolution. Faurety, the president of 
the commiffion, fays in a letter to Payan, 
*^ Ragot, Ferucx and myfelf arc au pas;^ 
Ronaan Fouvofa is a good creature, bur 
*n adherer to forms, and a little off the 
3Pevoluiionary point which he ought to« 
touch. Meillerir, my fourth colleague^ 
is good for nothing, abfolutely good for 
netking in the place he occupies ; he is 
fometimes difpofed to fave counter-revo- 
lutionary pricfts; hemufthave/^rw/j, as at 
the ojfdinwy .tribunals of the.antient fyf- 
tem."— Thofe troublcfome fcruples of 

• The mlUtaty ^xprelOdn of marcluog au ^, to^ 
tbe beal of the dr^m| became a (bit of cant term, 
much' in ufc durhig the tyranny of Robefpierrc ; and 
fidherence to the principles and Uodirines of tbc day 
was fignified by faying je fufs aufaL 

two. 



two of the ju(5ge5 wcrehcwcvcr fojcom^ 
pletcly over-ruled by the majority of rheif 
collei^guQ§, tbat the departments of Vau- 
ckife and ih^ mouth of the Rhone be»- 
came the fcchcs of the mofl: horrible out** 
r&g^s againft humanity. MulticudJss lUd 
already periflicd by the murderous com* 
miiEon of Orange, and multitudes in the 
gloom of prifons awaited the fame fate^ 
when the fall of >Robefpier*'e (lopped the 
torrent of human blood* ' 

Amidft the mafs of far-fpfead evil^ 
amidft the groans of general calamity^ 
IK) doubt many a figh.of private fotrow 
has never reached the ear of 'fympathy> 
and many a vidtim has fallen unpitiad 
and unknown. Some of the martyrs of: 
Mai gnet's tyranny liave, howevefi found" 
a " (adhiftorian of the penfive plain i*- 

and the fate of Mdnfieur deM- 's 

family, v/hich I have heard related much 
in detaH by an old female fervant who 
was the cbmpanion of their misfortunes, ' 

is 



I- 



( ^ ) 

48 not die leaft af£Bdingof tbofe tales of 
4prrow. 

M. .de Mr— ^, form»ly a jsobk, 
lived witb' his fon an only child at Mar- 
fcilks, vrticrclic was generally refpeOred, 
and where during the progrefsof the 
T^erohition iie bad afted tlie part of a firm 
and enligjbLtened patrior. After the fatal 
events of the ^tftof May, he became 
fofpedled of .what was called federalilm 
:by the jacobin pany^ wbich ufurped the 
p6wcr in that city, and punifhed with im- 
prifonment or death all tbofe who had 
honourably/protcfted againfi^the tyranny 
of th« mountain fa6tion. M. M^— — 
was warned of the danger by a friend 
time enough tofly from the city, accom* 
pAnied only by an old female fervarxt 
wl^Q.^ntreaiied to fliare the fortune of 
her mafter. His wife died fome years 
before the revolution, aad his fon,. an 
amiable an accomplilhed young nian of 
twenty-fow years of ag^, bad a few wqefcs 

before 
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t>efore his father's flight been called upoti 
^y the firft requificion^ and had joined 
the army of the Pyrenees* 

M, de M , after wandering as far as 

'his infirmities would permit, for although 
only in his fixty-third year Ws frame was, 
much debilitated by a long courfe of ill 
'Jiealth^ took refuge in a fofitary habita- 
tion at a few leagues diftance from Ari'-j 
quoEi, and in one of the w-ildcft parts of 
that romantic country. The mountains 
feem to clofe the fcene upon the traveller, 
till by a narrow cleft k again opens into 
a fniall valley, where this little hermi- 
tage, for fuch was the aCpedt of the 
dwelling, was placed. This unfrequent- 
ed vattey was rich with pafturage, and 
bounded by lofty bilk, wooded cliffs, 
and in fome parts by large grotefque 
rocks with (harp peaks, that rofe above* 
the foliage of the hanging forefts. 
Not far from this ruftic habitation a clear 
torrent rolls with no fcanty dream down 

a bold 
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t bold rock, into which its fall had worh 
grots arid caverns, which were luxuriouf- 
ly decorated with (hrubs for ever watered 
by the fpray. The torrent not falling 
from a very confiderable height, . pro- 
duced founds more foothing than noify, 
V and without having the power of exciting 
the fenfation of fublimity, awakened 
that of penfive pleafing melancholy. 
This fequeftered valley, rich in the wild 
graces of nature, had efcaped the deco- 
rations of French art, and nojets d'eaux, 
dipped trees, and ** alleys who have 
brothers," deformed its folitary recefles. 
Far above, and at fome diftance, arofe the 
lofty mountain of Ventoux, covered 
with its eternal fnowsj that mountain 
which Petrarch climbed in fpite of the 
fteep rocks that guard Its afcent, and 
from.thc fummit of which he gazed upon 
the Alps, the boundary of his native 
country, and fighcd ; or cad his looks 
upon the waves of the Mediterranean 

which 
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which bathe Marfeilles, and dafli them- 
felves againft Aignes-Mortes; while he 
faw the rapid Rhone flowing majcftically , 
along the valley, and the clouds rolling 
beneath his feer. 

Such was the fcene where M. de M 

fought for refuge, and where he (heltcr- 
ed himfelf from the rage of his ferocious 
perfecutars. He had foon after the an- 
guifh of hearing that his brother, wha 
had a place in the adminiflrationof one • 
of the Ibuthern departments, and whohad 
taken an aftive part on the fide of the . 
Gironde, had perifhed on the fcaffold. 

M. de M-^ found me^ns to inform 

his fifter-in-law of the place of his re- 
treat, to which he conjured her to haften 
with her daughter, and Ihare the little 
property which he had refcued from the 
general wreck of his fortune. His old 
fervant Marianne, who was the bearer of 
this meflTage, returned, accompanied by 
his niece : her mother was no more : (he 
VoL.IIL -F had 
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had furvrved only a few weck^ ihe death 
of her hufband. The interview between 
nudemoiielle Adelaide de M— ~ and 
her uncle produced thofe emotions of 
overwhelming farrow that arife at the 
light of objtifts which intercft our afibc- 
tions after we have fuflained any deep 
calamit}' ; in thofe moments the pad 
ruflies on the mind with uncontrollable 
vehemence 5 and mademoifelie de M — , 
after having long emlnaced her uncle 
with an agony thatx:hoked all utterance, 
at length pronounced^ in the accents of 
defpair^ ihe names of father and of 
mother. 

M. de M— ^ endeavoured to fiipply 
to his unfortunate niece the place of the. 
parents (he had loft^ and forgot his own 
evils in this attempt to foot h the afflii^ion 
of this interefting mourner, who at nine- 
teen years of age, in all the bloom of 
beauty, was the pr^. of deep ami i^ttled 
mekncholy* She had too much fen&- 
7 bility 
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bility hot to feel his tender c^rcs, and 
often reftrained her tears in his prefencef 
bccacfe they gave him pain. Whcft 
diofe tears would no longer be fup* 
preffed, (he wandered oin alone, and, 
fcating herfelf on fome fragment of rock, 
foothcd by the murnxtn^^of the hollow 
winds and moaning waters, indulged her' 
grief without control. In one of thofe 
londy rambles, lacred to her forrows, 
(he was awakened from melancholy 
maiSng by the fudden appearance, of her 
coufin, the fon of Mr. de M'-— , who, 
after haying repeatedly expofctl* bis life 
daring a long and perilous campaign 
in the ferviee olf bis country-, netin-ned — to 
find his home deferted and his father an 
exile. Such were the rewards which the 
gallant defenders of liberty, received 
from the hands of tyrants. The yoang 
man fiew tobts father's retreat^ where the 
firft objedt that met his eyes was liis 
lovely coufin, whom he had* a few 
5" 2 months 
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iponths before beheld in all the pride o£ 
youthful beauty ; her cheek flufhed with 
the gay fuffufioa of heaUh, and her eye 
fparkling with pleafure. That cheek was 
now covered with fixed palenefs^ and that 
eye was dimmed with tears ; but.made- 

moifelle dc M had never appeared 

to hiai fo interefting as in this mo<- 
ineot. 

Two young perfons placed together 
in fuch peculiar circumilances, muft 
have had hearts infenfible indeed^ had 
they conceived no attachment for each 

other. The fon of M» de M and 

Adel^de^ who both poffe0ed an uncom- 
xnon (hare of fenfibilityj foon felt, that 
while all beyond the narrow deft which 
feparated the little valley from the reft 
of the world was mifery and diforder, 
whatever could give value to exiftence 
was to be found within its favage boun* 
dary, in that reciprocal aSeAion which 
fooihed rfxe evils of the paft, and (hed 

a foft 



^ (oft and cheering ray over the gloom 
of the ftiture. The fcene in which they 
were placed was peculiarly c^ilculated to 
cheriflithe iilufiofis of paflion; not tacrcly 
fromdifphying thofefimple and roman- 
tic beauties the contemplation cf which 
Ibffcns while it elevates the affeftions 
—It had alfo that. local charm which 
endears to minds of tafteand fentiment 
fpots which have been celebrated by the 
powers of genius. Petrarch, the tender, 
. the immortal Petrarch, had trod thofc 
very valleys, had climbed thofc very 
rocks, had wandered in thofe very 
woods — and the two young pcrfons, who 
both underftood Italian, when they read 
together the melodious ftrains of that di- 
vine poet, found themfclves tranfported 
into new regions, and forgot f :)r a while 
that revolutionary government exifted. 
From thofe dreams, thofe delightful il- 
lufiohs, they were awakened by a letter 
which a friend and fellow-foldier of young 
ifl^ M ■■ ■ conveyed to him, in which 
F3 Jjff 
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lie conjured bim to return immediately 
to the armjr^ if he would ^^un beif^ 
ciafled among the fufpedted or the pro* 
fcribed. 

Young de M confidercd the de- 
fence of his country as a (acred duty 
which be was boundio falfiL He iaftaat- 
ly prepared to depart. He bid adieu to 
his father aixi Adelaide with teai'S wrung 
ftfcm a bleeding heart, and tore hxai* 
fetf away with an eflEbrt which it required 
the exertion of ail his fortitude to fuf- 
tain. After having pafl^d the cleft which 
enclof^d the val!^, he again turned back 
to gaze once more on the fpot which 
contained all his treafure. Adelaidej^fter 
his departure^ had no confolation but ia 
ihe lad yet dear indulgence of tender 
recoUedions ; in {bedding tears over the 
paths they had trod, over the books «thcy 
had read together. Alas, this unfortu- 
nate young lady had far other pangs to 
fuffer than the tender repinings of alv 
fenge from ^ beloved objcdl ! Some weeks 

after 
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after the departure of her l6ycr, tlie 
departments^ of Vauclufe and the Moutit 
of the Rhone were defolated by Maig- 
net. Two prescribed vidims of his ty- 
janny, who were the friends of M; de 
M— — , and knew the place of his re- 
treaty fought for an afylum in his dwell-^ 
ing. M. de M— — received his fugitive 
frieiids wich aSedionate kiadnefs* But 
a few days after their arrival their re- 
treat was difcovered by the emiflaries of 
Maigntt ; the narrow pafs of the valley 
was guarded by foldiers ; the houfe was 
encompafTed by a military force; and 
M. de M . was fummoned .to de- 
part with the confpirators whom he had 
dared to harbour, in order to appear 
with them before the popular commiC- 
fion eAablidied at Orange. Tliis lalt 
ilrokehis unhappy niece had ^ no power 
to fuftain; AH the wounds of her foul 
were fuddenly and rudely torn open 5 
aad altogether overwhelmed by this un- 
F 4 expeded. 
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txpcfted, this terrible calamity, which 
filled up the meafure of her afflictions, 
her reafon' entirely forfook her. With 
frantic agony (lie knelt at the feet of him 
who. commanded the iroop; (he im- 
plored, Ae wept^ (lie (hrieked ; then 
flaned up and bung upon her uncle's 
neck» preffing him wildly in her arms. 
Some of the foldiers propofed conducing 
hir alfo to the tribunal ; but the leader 
of die band, whether touched by her 
diftrefs, or fearful that her defpair would 
be trouUefome on the way, perfuaded 
them to leave her behind. She wat 
<^^ggcd firom her uncle, and loeked in 
a chamber, from whence her (hrieks 
were heard by the unfortunate old man 
tin he had pafled the narrow cleft of the 
valley^ which he was deflined to behold 
no more. His fufferings were acute, bur 
they were not of long duration. The 
day of his arrival at Orange, he was led 
before the popular commilfion, together 

with 
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^with his friends, and from thence immt- 
::diately dragged to execution. 

In the mean time mademoifelle dfi 

M , releafed by Marianne from tlic 

-apartmeat^ where (he had been confined 
by the mercilefs guards, wa#dtrrfd from, 
morning iHl evening amidftrthe wildcft 
receffcs of the valley, and along ibc 
mofl rugged paths (he could find. She 
was conftantly followed m her ramblings 
by her faithful fervant, who never loft 
iight €fk her a (ingle moment, and who re- 
tains in her memory many a mournful 
complaint of her difordered mind, manjr 
a wild exprei&oA of defpair. She < often 
fetired to a fmall hook near the torrent, 
where her uncle had placed a ieat, and 
if^herc he ufually paflTed fome hours of 
the day. Sometimes -(he Tea ted herfelf 
on the bench; then ftarted up, anil, 
throwing herfcJf oii her knees befone 
the fpoc where her uncle ufed to frU 
F 5 bathed 
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baihed it with floods of tears. " Dear 
old man,*' (he would cry, " your aged 
head !— They might have left rac a lock 
of bis grey hairs. V/hen the foidiers 
come for fne^ Marianne, you may cut oflTa 
lock of miae for Charles — Poor Charles ! 
—It is well he's gone*~I fee the guillo- 
tine behind thofe trees ! — and now they 
drag up a weak old man J-r-they tic him 
to the flank { — it hends — oli heaven!"--^ 
The acute afflidtion with which young 
de M-~— beard of the murder of 
his father was ftill aggravated by the 
tidings he received from Miari^nne of 
the fituatioa of his beloved Adelaide* 
Her imagiei was for ever prelent tg his 
mind ; and> unable to fupport the bitter- 
nefs of thofe patigs which her idea cxr 
cited) he again found meaas tp obtain 
leave of abfence for a few weeks^ smd 
baftened to the valley.. He foiind the 
kabiution deferted-^-all was dark and 

filent 1 



lilent ; he flew through tl>c apartments, 
calling upon the name of Adelaide, but 
no voice anfwered his call. 

He Uft the houfe, and walked with 
hafty fteps along the valley. As he paflc4 
a cavern of ' the rocks, h^^ heard the 
moans of Adelaide — he ruflied into the 
cavern— (lie was feated upon its flinty 
floor, an'd Marianne was fitting near.— ■ 
Adelaide caft up her eyes as he entered, • 
and looked at him earneftly— he knelt by ' 
her fide, and prefled her hand to hit ^ 
bofom — *^ I don't know you,^'faid Ade- 
laide.— *^^ Not know me V* he cried, 
**- not know Cbarlesr*— '* If you arc 
Charles/' flierefumed fullenly, " you*re 
come toa ktc; — 'tis- all over 1 — Poor old 
man V* fee cried, rifing haflily from the 
grbund, and'dafping her hands together, 
^^'don't you fee his blood on my clothes ? 
I begged very hard for him — I told them 
I had no father and mother but him^^ 
KjTQu ^# Charles, begone, begone! — 
F 6 ' They're 
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They're coming — they're on the way-— 
I fee them upon the rock ! — That knife— 
that bloody knife !" — 

Such were the ravings of the diforder- 
cd imagination of this unfortunate young 
lady, and which were fometimes inter- 
rupted by long intervals of filence, and 
fometimes by an agony of tears. Her 
lover watched over her with the mod 
tender and unwearied affiduity; but his 
cares were ineffeftoal. The life of Ade- 
laide was near its dofe. The convul- 
five pangs of her mind, th« extraordi- 
nary fatigues flie had fuffered in her wan- 
derings, the want of any nourifllment 
except bread and water, fince (he obfti- 
nately refufed all other food, had re- 
duced! her frame to a ftate of incurable 
weaknefs and decay* 

A fliort time before (he expired, £he 
recovered her reafon, and employed her 
lad remains 6f ftrength in the attempt to 
confolc her wretched lover.- Shefpoke 
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to liim of a happier world, where they 
Ihould meet again, and where tyrants 
(hould opprefs no more — fhe grafped bis 
hand — (he fixed her eyes on his— arxl 
died. 

With the g!oomy filence of defpair, 
with feelings that were denied the relief 
of tears, and were beyond the utterance 
of corn plaint, this unfortunate young maa 
prepared with his own hands the grave 
of her he loved, and himfelf <:overed her 
corpfe wnh earth. 

The laft offices paid by religion to 
the dead, the hallowed taper, the lifted 
crofs-, the folemn requiem, bad long fince 
vanifhed, and the municipal officer re« 
turned the duft to duft with unccremo- 
Dious fpeed. The lover of Adelaide 
chofe to perform himfelf thofe fad func- 
tions for the objeft of his tendernefs, and 
might have cxdaimed with our poet, 

'^ What though no weeping loves thy afhcs grace^ 
^ Nor poliihM marble tmulate thy face $ 

« What 
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** What though no facred earth allow thee'rooov 
** Nor hallowed dirge be muttered o'er thy tomb I 
" Yet (hall thy grave with rifing flow're be dreft* 
. •* And the green turf lie lightly on thy bread : 
** There (hall the morn her earlieft tears bedovr, 
' " There the firft rofes of the year fhall blow; 
'** While angels with their filver wings o'erfliade 
«« The ground now facred by thy reli^ues made^'* 

Young (it M paffed the night Bt 

the grave of Atlelaide. Marianne fol- 
lowed him thither, and humbly entreated 
him to return to the houfe. He point- 
ed to the new-laid earth, and waved hh 
hand as if he wiflicd her to depart, and 
leave his meditations uninterrupted. 

The next morning at break of day- 
he entered the houfe, and called for Mar 
rianne. He thanked her for her care of 
Adelaide ; he alfured her of his everlaft* 
ing gr^rtitude. , While he was fpeaking, 
iiis emotion choked his voice, and a 
(hower of tears, the* firft he had (hed 
fince the death of Adelaide^ foot hed. hjs 
oppreffcd hearts When lie had recover- 
ed 
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ed himfelf, he bade Marianne farewellV 
and haftened out of the boufe, mattering' 
in a low tone, '* Tfeis muft be avenged.** 
He told Marianne, that he was going to 
rejoin his battalion; but all enquiries 
after him have fince been fruidefs:. this 
unhappy young man has beeu heard o£ 
no more ! 
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LETTER V, 



lT the fearful climax of revolution a ry 
government which we have now reach- 
ed, we find no fooihing objefts which 
can repofe the weary eye, or cheer the 
linking heart; An Iwftorical fketch o£ 
this period is no common pidture of hu- 
man nature, tin^ftured with the blended 
hues of vice and virtue : it is like the fa- 
vage fccnery of Salvator, where all is 
wildly horrible, and every figure on the 
canvafs is a murderer. We are forced 
to wander through fiicceffive evils ; to 
torn our eyes from the popular commif> 
fion of Orange to the revolutionary tri- 
bunal of Arras, from the crimes of Maig- 
net to the atrocities of Lebon. 

This revolutionary chief took his place 
in the national convention as the fecond 

fupplcant- 
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fuppl^ant of the department of Calais^ a 
few weeks after the memorable 31ft of 
May. It appears that the committee of 
public fafcty had penetration enough to 
difeern his extraordinary capacity for 
evil, fince he had appeared a very (hort 
tioic at the convention, when he was fent. 
upon miflion, with full plenitude of revo- 
lutionary powers, into the department, 
of the Pas du Calais, of which he was a 
reprefentative, 

Lebon feems to have determined to 
diftinguifti himfelf, apd merit the ap- 
plaufe of his employers, by excrcifing- 
riew; modes of oppreflion, and trying new 
experiments of cruelty. One of his pre- 
liminary ftrbkes of tyranny was that of 
dragging in fucceilion the multitude he 
had arretted, from their refpcflive pri- 
fons, and obliging them to appear be- 
fore the pppuiar fociety, placed' on an 
lelevated fear, where the men wpre ex* 
pofed to all the indignities his, agents 

COUI4 
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could infiiAy and the women m the 
coarfefl: ribaldry and the moft barbarous 
infuUs. ^Thefe examinations were the 
^fuai prelude to an accu^tion before the 
< revolutionary tribunal which he e(hibli(h- 
" td at Arras^ and a fe&ion of which he 
ienc^ for the fake of expedition in his 
work of death, to Cambray.- The judges 
;ind jury of tbofc tribunals were compof- 
ed of his own relstions aadhis creatures^- 
and, together with the executioner, they 
lived in his bogfe, and dined at his 
table. 

In the mean time he caufed the fd- 
V lowing infcription to be written over the 
door of his apartment : " Ceux qui en- 
treront ici pour foHciter Pelargiffeinent 
des prifonniers, n*en fortiront que pour 
ecre mis en arreftation *.'* Thus did this 
unrelenting tyrant feek to reprefs tbe ge- 

* Thofe who ent€r here to folicit the releafe oi" 
prifoncrry (hall only go out to be thetnfelves put iiv 
coafiAement* 

nerous 
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nerous efforts of friendfliip, and congeal 
the tears of fympathy by the fenfcofper*- 
fooal danger* 

The large and populous city of Arras 
foon wore the afped of an unpeopled de» 
fert. No cheerful founds were heard in 
the ftneets: all was folitary and filent* 
The town appeared widowed of its in-- 
habitants ; the few who remained at !}• 
bcrty hayiog found themfclves, wheat 
they ventured to go out, expofed '* to 
meet the rudeneft and fwiUed infokQce'* 
of Lebon and his inebriated jury, who 
paraded the Rreets armed with fabres 
and piftols, infuUing, and pfteh arr^lng^ 
perfooswith whofe countenance or figure 
they happened to be difpleafcd# 

The. mountain-leaders had all a con* 
genial thlrft for blood i but while others 
contented themfelves with iflliing man» 
dates for its being (bed, Lcbonwas uq- 
fatisfied unlcfs he beheld it flow. At- 
the hour of execution he ufed to appear 

at 
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^^ at a balcony of the theatre^ near which 
the fcafTold was plated, and fip his cof- 
fee while the heads of his vidtims were 
falling. Sometimes he ordered the mi- 
litary bands to play revolutionary airi 
during the exccncions. Sometimes he 
apoftrophized the pcrfons who were 
about to die; and the ia(f founds which 
met their ear were the outrages againft 
humanity .which iifued from bis polluted 
lips. 

\V The former marquis de Vieux-fort 
was lied to the fatal plank, with the knife 
fufpendcd over his head, when Lebon 
appeared upon the balcony of the theatre, 
commanded the executioner to ftop, and 
obliged the unfortunate fufferer to re* 
main in that fituatipn while he read to 
the people a ncwfpaper be had juft re- 
ceived, and which contained the account 
of a recent viftory. He then, addrefl- 
ing himfelf to monfieur de Vieux-fort, 
(Cold liitn to carry to the other world his 

defpair 
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defpsir at thefe tidings of fuccefs^ and at 
length ordered him to die. 

Among the multitudes who were fa- 
crificed to the barbarous'caprices of Le- 
bon, fome were put to death upon pre- 
tences fo trivial, that nothing can perhaps 
furnifh a ftronger proof of the abfolute, 
tfie unblulhing tyranny he exerciied, 
than the daring effrontery with which 
he infulted the underftanding as well as 
the feelings of the people, in the motived 
he alleged for inflifting the punifliment 
of death. 

The fornier marquis of Viefville, an ^^ 
old and gallant officer, had retired to end * 
his days in privacy at a folftary fpot call- 
ed Steenmoade, in the department of the 
iSilorth. To this retreat he was accom- 
panied by his daughter, an only child, 
who watched over the infirmities of his 
advanced 4gc with. unwearied tender- 
nefs, and whofe filial piety flied a ray of 
happinefs on thofe years which have no 

pleafure 
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pfeafore in them. This venerable old 
man and his amiable daughter were the 
objeds of general refpeft and eftecm. 
But virtue^ which was a tacit reproach 
to the monilers who then devaftated this 
unfortunate country, was as ofFenfiVe to 
them as the light of day to the fuUcn 
bird of darknefs. It happened that this 
famity had for twelve years paft been- in 
poffcflion of a pdrrot, whom different 
perfons had taught its mimic leffons. 
The ellate of the marquis was fituated 
•on the limits of the German empire; 
part of his grounds belonged to that 
territory, and the parrot had been in- 
ftmded to cry ** Vive I'empereur !" and 
aifo to call the " petit Louis," the name 
of a young child who lived in the houfe. 
The agents of Lebbn received intelli- 
gence, that ^hofe forbidden words had 
been uttered by the parrot;, the bird 
was denounced, feized as a crimiiml of 
importance, and depofited in the houfe - 
7 of 
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of a revolutionary cotnmiffary, where the 
feathered culprit repeated the guilty 
founds. Th6 tidings fpread through the 
city, of the arreft of an audacious coun- 
ter-revolutionary parrot, who boldly dried* 
" Vive le roi !** and who, it was affert- 
ed, had even carried his effrontery to . 
fuch a length as to exclaim, ^* Vivenr 
les pretres ! Viv^nt les aobles !'* So* 
far we may fmile at the abfurdities of 
our tyraiats ; but that difpofitton is conw 
verted into feelings of indignant horror,> 
when we learn that an aft of accufatioh 
was immediately iffued againft M. Vief- 
ville^ his daughter^ and her waiting-wo-* 
man, who were dragged from their retire-* 
ment, and led before the revolutionary 
tribunail. \ 

The jury unwimou% declared that 
thofe perfons were convidted of being 
the authors or accomplices of a confpi-'» 
racyag^rift liberty and the French peo- 
ple ; and of unlawful rcfiftaBCe to revo-^ 
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lutionary and republican government • 
having affiduoufly taught a parrot to ut- 
ter the detcftable phrafe of " Vive Ic 
roi ! vivc rempereur! vivent nos pre- 
trcs! ctvivent les nobles!" and, by fo 
doing, having provoked the re-eftablilh- 
ment of royalty and of tyranny; for 
which reafons ibey were condemned to 
die. 

The old man fummoned all his for- 
titude, and went to th^fcaffold with the 
calmnefs of innocence^; often lifting up 
his' head, which was bowed, down with 
age, to gaze upon his admirable daugh- 
ter, who met death with the fame cou- 
rage, and who feemed to forget her own 
fituation in that of her beloved parent. 

Such are the crimes which cannot but 
excite horror in thofe who have lived at 
a diftance from their fanguinary influ- 
ence, but the refleftion on which, to 
ihofe who have been witneffes of their 
enormity, renders exiftence hateful. — 

Such 
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Sadi are the monfters into which men 
4rc transformed by unlimited power; 
»licther .arrayed in imperial purple," 
aftid furrounded by pretorian guards ; or 
jvearing for a diadem a jaeoiin cap, and 
followed by an executioner add a revo- 
iutimary jury. ' • 

A peafant of d'Achlcourt, a yillagc ^» 
near Arras, came to fell her butter in che 
town. As flie walked along a ftreet, (he 
met a cart filled with vidims who were 
going to execution.—^' Voila," faid this 
poor creature with naivet^, «« voila des 
gens qui meurent pour bien peu de 
chofe* r She was inftantly feized, and 
led to the tribunal of Lebon. During 
her trial (he held in her arms her infant 
of three months old, whom flie fuckled. 
When (he heard her fentence of death, 
"Quoil" faid {he,"quoi, pour unmotf 

* Thofe people there di'e for very little, 
f What ! for that one word I fiud, will you p«rt 
the child and its mother i 
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#^uc j*ai dlt, voiis allez feparer t'enfant 
d'avcc la mere!" When fhc received the 
*fatal (Iroke, the dreams of maternal 
Bourifhment iflued rapidly from her bo« 
fom^ and, mingled with her blood, 
fbathed her executioner. 
I Among the numerous viftirasbf Le- 

bon, none excited more^eneral fympathy 
"than the family of moniieur de Mayoul, 
a former nobl^ who lived at Arras ;with 
^his wife, his two daughters, and an infant 
ion. Monfieur de Mayoul was altogether 
.confined to his houfe by the gout ; and 
^his daughters, two elegant and accom- 
•rplilhed young women, who both touched 
the piano- forte with admirable ikill, en* 
^deavoured to make thetalents they poC- 
»fefled fubfervient to the amufement of 
< their infirm parent, and eftablittied con- 
certs at their houfe every week; when he 
was footfaed with the pleafures of mufic« 
Sometimes they fought to vary his amufe- 
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trlefltsbydancinginhisprcfcnce with their 
coraparrions; and the motiveof filial piety 
which animated flie diverfions of thofc 
amiable young women, excited in the 
fpeftators a fcntiment like that of Sterne, 
when, at the peafant*s cottage, he fancied 
he faw ** Religion minglrag in the dance.*^ 
Two of monlieur de Mayoul's fons 
had emigrated ; but the family continued 
to live tmdifturbed, and unfufpefted of 
having had any previous knowledge of 
that circumftance. It happened that ge- 
neral Cuftine, in paffing through Arras, 
had (hewn fome civilities to madamedc 
Mayoul and her daughters. When Cuf- 
tine liad perifhed, and when Lebon ar- 
rived at Arras, this circumftance was im- 
puted to the family of Mayoul as a crime. 
It was aiTerted that they were notorious 
ariftocrates, and alfo that the young ladies 
had danced and fung the very day when 
the news arrived of the defeat of one of 
G 2 the 
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the republican armies. Upon tliis pre- 
text, madame de Mayoul, her two 
daughters, and a female fcrvant were 
arretted, and thrown into prifon. They 
wereaccufed of being the authors, or ac- 
complices, of a confpiracy framed againft 
the libertyof the French people, of being 
the enemies of revolutionary government, 
of having held alTemblies at their houfe 
in order to rejoice at the fuccefs of the 
armies of the tyrants, and of having ap- 
proved of the emigration of the two 
young Mayouls. 

Upon tbefe accufations they were or- 
dered to appear before the revolutionary 
tribunal; but notwithftanding the ^|Lim- 
ber of judicial aflaf&nations which took 
place at that period, the young ladies, 
with the confcioufnefs not merely of in- 
nocence, but of the motives of filial duty 
which had confecrated their amufements, 
fondly believed they had nothing to fean 

But 
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Bnt madamc dc Mayoul was welt aware 
©f their danger. 

The nighc preceding their appearance 
at the tribunal, after having been rigor- 
oufly fearched by the juilors, they were 
not, as wa« ufual, thrown intoadungeon, 
but were allowed the indulgence of paff- 
ing the night in the fociety of tlicir feU 
Jow prifoners.. One of thofe prifoners 
Felates, that madame de Mayouf, ad^- 
dreffing herchildren, faid to them, " You 
know, my dear, my tender fi lends ! you 
know that my firft care in your educa- 
tion has been to excite in yourmindsfuch 
ientiments as might fecure you the efteem 
of others, and the happinefs of felf-ap- 
probation."— *^ Ah yes," interrupted her 
daughters, ** we have only been .taught 
virtue by your precepts and your exam« 
pie/' " I may die then>" refumed ma* 
dame de Mayoul, "with the fatlsfadioa 
of thinking that I have never given you 
any improper counfel, and that my fel- 
G 3 Iqw 



( 126 y 

k)w citizens will believe lam altogether 
incapable of'having led you to rejoice al 
Ihe misfortunes of your country in the 
lofs of a battle/' « Never, never P 
they exclaimed, *^ you and we are alike 
incapable of fuch condudt — we call upoa 
the world to witnefs our innocence — it is 
jtxipoffible we can fail to juftify ourfelves 
from fuch an inculpation— and we (hall 
be reftored to liberty/' " Ah, my chili- 
drcn,". refiimed madame de Mayoul^ 
^*inftead of indulgingt-hatfoothing hope, 
this is the moment to fummon all your 
fortitude, and prepare for the worft — for 
refigning — *' " Is it poffibk,.'' they cried^ 
** that a calumny fo abfurd, fo atrocious^ 
can expofe us to the pangs of feeing our 
mother perifli ? — We think not of our- 
felves — ^how could we wifli to furvive 
you ?" and throwing themfelves upon 
their mother's neck, they bathed her 
•with their tears* 
Madamede Mayotrhhen told them, that 

the 
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tfie only hope (he had left, was, tharflie 
alone (hould periQi, and that they would 
not be involved m the fame profcriptiom 
—"But if/* (he continued; " they (hould 
carry their barbarity to that excefs, with^- 
oQt confideration for your youth, and for 
the authority vyhich Tmay be fuppofed 
to have over your minds ; if you muft 
indeed (hare my fate — then, my dear 
children, my beloved fiiend?, arm your* 
felves with my fortitude i^ — place all your 
confidence, as 1 do mine, in eternal juf- 
tice. Perhaps the facrifice of our lives 
will be ufeful to our fellow citizens — will 
(hew them the neceffity of fuppre(5ng 
thefe tribunals of blood ; — ^this idea an i* 
mates my mind. Befides, at all events, 
we ought to learn how to die. Let us 
throw ourfelves into the bofom of God% 
Oh my children, what gratitude we fliall 
owe to the fupreme being! — ^we (hall die 
innocent !'* 
In fuch converfation this unfortunate 
G 4 family 
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family pafled the night — ^their laft night T 
The next morning they were led to the 
tribunal, and from thence to the fcaffold* 
They died with the ferenity of virtue^ 
and with the hope of immortality. 
^f The unfortunate monfieur de Mayoiri, 
' bereaved of all that endeared exiftence, 
is bending with forrow to the grave. In 
vain his infant fon would recall him to 
the enjoyment of life by his tender caref- 
fcs. There arc evils too terrible for (he 
weakncfs of humanity to bear, and which, 
^dmit of no remedy but the grave. 
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LETTER VI. 



-After the execution of the faftion 
of Danton and that of the commune had 
taken place, bocbof which had been con- 
demned an the mod: abford and ill-founded 
accufationsy as I have already related^ the 
decemvirs found no longer any oppofi- 
tion to their tyranny, but faw the lives 
and fortunes of the people of France 
laid abjedly at their feet. But ipftead of 
employing their power to any ufieful pur- 
pofe, or even to that of giving fl^bility 
to tl^eir Qwn government, by fevouring 
thQ yftsik after hiivii^g.overtfer<Avn the 
JBightyi they bcfcanJetawre profufe in the 
wafte. qf bl<?od, \ftild> ^trociptis without 
motive or end. Whether -ihp tyrants 
fufp^ded th^ fid^llty^ cff th^ii^ tribunal, 
. : G 5 or 
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or whether they thought that the bu6ne(s 
of death was not readily enough dif- 
patched, thofe fix commiflions which I 
have before mentioned were alfo put 
into aftivity. The prifoners in general 
rejoiced at this inftitution ; for they had 
the credulity to think that the evidence 
of civifm which fome could exhibit, and 
the exemption from any pofitive counter- 
revolutionary charge which others could 
prove, would obtain their rcleafe by chefe 
commiffions, without undergoing the for- 
mality of a hearing before the tribunal ; 
and as thefe commiflions were not in- 
vefted with the power of life and death, 
every one was anxious to gain an audi- 
ence. Theadminiftrators of police, and 
the revolutionary committees, were or- 
dered to procure printed lifts, which in 
fucceflive columns difpkiyed the paretr- 
lage, binh, and education, principlesy 
conduA, and connexions of every pri- 
foner under their refpe£^ive care^ tc^e^ 

thcr 
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tbcr with the motives of iheir arreft^ and 
the opinions entertained of them by 
their accufers. Each prifoner was to 
undergo a fort of political interrogatory 
before the commiffion*; and as meft of 
them bad been long, confined^ and fo 
many contradictory principles and (land** 
ards of patriotifm had fucceeded ^ach 
other fince their captivity began ^ i pri- 
foner mult have had more than common 
fagacity to have anfwered his catechift 
agreeably to the fafhion of the day. For, 
had he declared his belief in the divinity 
of reafon, and aiTerced that priefts were 
impoftors, he would have been imme* 
diately condemned as a Cbaumettifi: or, 
bad he profefled his patriotic faith in a 
black wig, dirty (hirt, and pantaloons, 
he would have been fentenced as a con- 
fpirator of the Hebert faHion. Indeed, to 
the great majority of prifoners, which 
confifted of people of former rank, this 
Babylani(h language was unknown in al- 
G 6 mod 
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moft all its dialefli 3 and their interro- 
gatory was altogether ufelefi, their fate 
being previoufly decided* A friend of 
rnine faw one day in the hand» of a re^ 
volutionary comniiffary, one of thofe 
blank lifts which he was going to fill up.* 

vV •' We have/* fays he, *^ in our figeon* 
bcu/e*^ meaning the maifon d'arr^t of 
his fedion, " about one hundred and 
twelve old birds and young; of thefe, 
about twenty or thirty we (hall fend to 
the little window^ and the reft fliall fet 
out on their travels^' Such were the cant 
terms for death and banifhment. 

H: The operations of the popular com- 

mifficwis were altogether unknown till af. 
ter the loth of Thermidor, when their 
papers and lifts of fentences were found 
aniong the manufcripts of' the tyrants. 
Some pcrfons, on whom only fentence o^ 
deportation had been paifed by the com- 
miffion, were afterwards condemned by 
the committee of public frfcty to death : 
I . " ' fuch 
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fuch was the M^leffi ^mily^ the father^ 
motherland two daughters^ whofe ftory I 
bave related. Their crime was ftated ia 
the papers of the commiffion» and they 
ivere fentenced to be baniQied for being 
*• exceffively fana^tical, and connected 
with priefts ; which comiedion might pro- 
pagate the fpirit of counter- re volution***' 
Some were condemned for being enemies* 
of the reyoliuioin, others for being of 
the caft of nobility i (nome for what they 
h^d done^ others for wha^t they had not 
done ; " n*ayant jamais rien fait pour la. 
Involution */*^ One gefitleman whom I 
knew, was doomed to banilhmept for 
having aiked with fome iiiapatiencej^ 
a fecond tiipe^ for his certificate at the^ 
fedion — " redemandant une feconde 
fois avec de qien^ces -t'." . The two 

* Having never done any thing for tkc revolution. 
f Afking for it a fecond time virith menaces. 

young 
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young St. Chatnands, beautiful girls of 
fifteen and nineteen years of age, ex«- 
nobles^ were condemned to deportation 
for their oppofition to the eftablijbmen^ of 
civil and religious liberty \ *• beaucoup 
prononc6es en fanacifme, et contre la 
iibert6, quoique tresjeunes^.'* And alfo 
the family of Sourdeville, confifting of a 
mother and two daughters, whofe only 
crime, as Hated by the judges^ was^ that 
madame Sourdeville was *' the mother 
of an emigrant, an ex-noble, and ari(^ 
tocrate, having her hufband and another 
fon ftruck by the fword of the law ;" and 
the two young ladies were likewife con- 
demned with her, for (landingin thcrela- 
tion of fitter and daughter tothe unfortu* 
natefather and brothcrwho had perifhed. 
The Robefpierrian fadion having thus 
feized on all the adminiftrative powers^ 

* Strong fanatic8| and encmict to liberty, although 
fo young, 

which 
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which they difpenfed with their own 
baixls ; having crufiied the chiefs of tb€ 
other &6lioDs, and terrified their ad- 
herents into the mofi: fubmiffive fiienee, 
had arrived at the fummit of their am- 
bition ; at a point where a few months 
before the mod extravagant imagination 
would fcarceiy have placed them, and 
believed that their power was fettled on 
a bafis which could never be (hakcti. 
The departments alfo being now under 
the influence of the fame terroi* as the 
city of Paris ; the great inftrumcnt of its 
inftrudion and difcipline, the revolution- 
ary army, was broken as ufelefs and 
cumberfome. The chief of this army, 
Ronfin, who had been one of the con- 
du6lors of the war in the Vendee under 
the title of general minifter, or minifter 
general, had peri(h'ed in what was called 
in the dialeft of the time the Hebert 
iaUh ; accufed of alienating the affec- 
tions of his troops from the committee 

of 



< »3< ) 

of public fafcty ; which was jprobably 
true, iince there was another fadion in 
great vigour at that moment, whicli wa» 
jbe war faftion, or the party of Bouchotte^ 
aiod his fecretaries Ymceni and others^ 
who peri(hed at the fame time as Hebert ; 
this fadlioa being not a little dangerotis 
to the defpotifm of the auguft decetn«- 
Tirate. The revolutionary army» wlucii 
was now broken^ had fulfilled its miffion 
^reeabiy to its inftitution and inftruc- 
tions» though it does not appear that 
the numerous and wanton ads of cruelty 
which it committed were either ap- 
proved or fanftioned by the convention ; 
on the contrary, fome very fevore ani^ 
madverfions were there inade upon its 
conduft^ and fomie itrong accufations 
were brought ^tgaipft ity which were con* 
^rmed by the mpft a.ut;hea|:it evidence. 
. Thc.execuik©:of .thQcDiWten fadion^ 
apd ^hQ difmiffion df this aSrojky, .were folr 
bwed by other meafpres equally r^vq- - 
• ^ lutionary. 
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liatioflary, in which we were ourfelres 
included ; for it was at this period, the 
beginning of AprH, that the law took 
place which banifhed nobles and foreign- 
ers from Paris, and which ordered all 
fufpefted of confpiraey to be fent from 
all parts of the republic to be tried at 
Paris. As it was faid of Greece ,ihat you 
could not move a ftep without treading 
on a hiftory, fo it might now have bee» 
faid of Paris, that you could not paft 
along a (Ireet without viewing fome ob* 
jeft of horror. Our baaiChment there^ 
fore, had it not been attended with the 
confcioufnefs of what was pafling in th$ 
fccne we had left, would have been blifs,. 
compared to our refidence in town. 

Nothing perhaps contributed to mif- 
lead the people of Europe (b much, with 
refpeft to the date of the French natioa 
at this period, as the intelligence which 
was conveyed to them by the public 
papers. It required a more intimate 

knowledges 
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inowlcdgc of French affairs than fureigns- 
ers in general could^ find the means o£ 
obtaining, to reconcile the intelligence 
given in thofc newfpapers with the atro* 
cities which they; heard were committed. 
While pillage and murder^ under the 
name of eonfifcation and puniftiment,. 
blackened every part of the republic; 
the papers prcfented us with the moll- 
elegant and philofophical reports oa 
agriculture^ literature and the fine artsv 
But for the long catalogue of viftims 
which clofed the evening paper, w« 
might, even in our retreat at Marly, hav€ 
fancied that the reign of philofophy had 
begun, and that, where there was ap» 
parently fo earneft a defire to civilize 
and fuccour mankind, there could not be 
fo monfljous an affemblage of treafon^ 
atrocity, and carnage. 

Moft of thefe interefting and infixuCf 
live reports, which tended to foften the 
hideoufnefs of the general outline, . were 

made 



madfe by men who had not tHc means of 
the courage to ftem the torrent, who 
fighed insfecret over its ravages^, and em- 
ployed their moments in doing fome- 
thing which might tend to refcue their 
country frem the barbarifm into which 
it was haftening. I particularly allude 
to the reports of Gregoire on the inw 
provemcnt of the language, on the pul> 
lie libraries, and on the eftabliHiment of 
national gardens throughoat the republic* 

Sometimes the decemvics^ themfelven 
relaxed from their habitual ferocity, and 
a report efcaped from their lips, in 
which there was neither confpiracy nor 
murder. Barrcre, in a momentary caprice 
of virtue, pronounced adifeourfe on the 
means of rooting out mendicity from the 
republic, replete with humanity and 
ideas of general benevolence. 

Barrerc, however, fbon? made the 
amende honorable to the fyftem he had 
abandoned for a. moment, by delivering 

immediately 
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A. ^mediately after his famous decree^ •* to 

inake no Englifli or Hanoverian prifoo- j 

crs/' calling on the army, who happily 
for Gallic honour rcfufcd to hear him^ 
*• When viftory (hall put the Englifli ijx< 
your power, ftrike 5 let no one return tOi 
the land of Great Britain, nor one remaia^^ j 

on th^-firee foil of France/* It is not ge- 
nerally known, that the reward held ouf | 

to him for this aft of boldnefs was, that 
although he had been a Feuillant^ dt I 

Girondift, and of all parties m their tvimy j 
he was, immedmtely upon this report^ 
thought worthy by Robefpierre ta be ad- 
hiitted into the fanflum fansftorum of 
the patriots, and was enrolled a /^^W^ 

The chief himfelf, who afFefted to- 
ftand aloof, and never to mingle perfon* 
ally in the wars of the leffcr faAions,. 
but referved himfclf for high exploits, 
having acknowledged the exiftence of 
the fupreme being in the overthrow o(^ 
the commune and the Dantonifts, con* 

defcended 
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defcended to give the convention a long 
ledure on theology in his report on na^^ 
tional feftivals. 

I have already mentioned Voltaire's ^f 
t)bfervatiQn, that aiheifm might prove a 
greater fcourge to mankind than fan* 
guinary fuperftition ; but probably a 
greater fcourge than either Is powerful 
hypocrify. We can guard our reafon 
againfl fophiftry or violence, but front 
the tribute which hypocrify pays to vir- 
tue, of wearing her femblance, we arc 
more eafily deceived. It was probably 
on account of the great danger of thi« 
vice to fodety, that the faviour of man- 
kind,, while he looked on failings with 
indulgence, and on crimes with pardon, 
poured forth all the anathema of indig-. 
nation and vengeance againft hypocrify. 
The trembling criminal whom the law 
condemned to death, faw mercy beam- 
ing in his eye, and the weeping peni-^ 
tent found leconciliation at his feet, 

while 
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vlule he placed an eternal line of demai^ 
cation between the hypocritical Sanhe- 
<Jrim and the Almighty. 

' While Robefpi^Ye behind the fcenes 
"Was ifluing daily mandates for murder^ 
^e fee him on the fbage die herakl of 
mercy and of peace — we fee him af- 
feding to .pour the balm of confolatioji 
. into .the wounds which he was himfelf 
ipfiiding.; and, Uk€ the unrelenting 
inquidtor, Tccommendingto mercy the 
wretch whom he was -delivering lo tor- 
'^l ture* ** Confult;,** fays this finiihed adior, 
«< only the.good of the country, and the 
intercHs of mankind. Every inftitution, 
every dodrine which confoles and ele- 
vates the mind^ (hould be cheriftieds re- 
je^t.all thofe which tend to degrade 
and corrupt ic. Re-animate^ >exalt every 
generous fentiment, every fublime moral 
idea* which .your enemies have fough 
to obliterate; draw together by the 
charm of friendships and the ties of 

2 ViltUCy 
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iirtuc, thofe men whom they h»ve at- 
temj^ed to feparate. Who gave thee 
a miflion to proclaim to the people that 
the Divinity exifts not ? Oh thou, who 
art enamoured of this fterile dodrine, 
but who never waft enamoured of thy 
x:ountFy I what advantage doft thoo 
find in perfuading manicind that a blind 
fetality prcfidcs over •'their deftiny, ftrtk- 
ing guilt and virtue as chance dircfts ; 
and that the human foul is but a fleeting 
breath, exringuiJhcd at the gates of the 
temb ? 

** Will man be infpired with more pure \f 
and elevated fentiments by the idea of 
annihilation, than by that of immorta- 
lity ? Will it produce more rcfpeft forhis 
fellow creatures, and for himfclf ? more 
attachment to his country^ ftronger re- 
fiftance to tyranny ? greater contempt 
of death ? You, who regret a virtuous 
friend, you love to think that the nobler 
part of his being has efcaped from 

death! 
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«death 1 Tou, who weep over the grave ^f 
«l child, or of a wife, docs be bring yoa 
confolatioQ who tells you that all which 
remains of them is but daft ? Unhappy 
vidtim, who expired under the ftroke of 
tihe aflaffia) thy laft figh is an appeal t^ 
eternal judice I the tyram turns pale upon 
bis triumphal car aft the fight of ihno* 
cence upon the fcafFbld. Would virtue 
have this afcendancy if tl>e tomb placed 
on the {mat level the opprefibr and the 
opprefled ? Wretched fophift! by what 
right doft thou wreft the fceptrc of reafon 
from the hands of innocence, to intruft 
it to^thofe of guilt i to throw a funereal 
veil over nature, to aggravate misfor*^ 
tune, tofooth vice, to deprefs virtue^ 
suid degrade the human race i 

*« In proportion to the degree of geniu$ 
and fenfibility with which man isendued, 
he clings to thofe ideas which aggrandiase 
his beings and elevate his heart; and 
the do&rine of fuch mea becomes that 
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of the univerfe. Ah ! furely thoTef ideii 
mud have their foundation in truth ! At 
leaft I cannot conceive how nature could 
have fuggefted fidions to mankind more 
ufeful than realities ; and if the extftence 
of God^ if the immortality of the foul, 
were but dreams, they would ftill be 
the mod fublime conceptions of the hu« 
man mind !** 

Though wc were not deceived as to 
the habitual cbaraftcr of Robefpierre, 
we imagined that the overthrow of aJl 
the rival fadions might have foftened i^ 
fome meafure his obdurate heart. Every 
prifoner fyndly looked forward to the 
feftival of the /upreme being as the 
epocha of liberty, or at leaft of mercy.. 

*« All the virtues/' fays Robefpieruf, 
" (hall contend for tbq right of prece- 
dency at our feftivals. Let ys inftitute 
the feftival of glory ; not of that glory 
which ravages and enflavcs the world, 
but of that which enlightens, comforts. 

Vol. IlL H , and 
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•ind gives it freedom; of that whicli, 
'hcxt to their country, is the chief objeft 
« cfworfliip to generoxK minds. Let \is 
inftitute another feftival more afFeflihg 
'ftUl ; the feftival of misfortune. Wealth 
and power are the idols of flaves : 
let us honour misfortune ; misforttme^ 
which humanity cannot chafe from the 
earth, but which it can fofien anfd cheen 
Thou alio (halt receive our homage^ 
^ divine friendlhip ! thou who dtdfl; here- 
tofore unite the hero and the fage; 
diou who giveft additional ftrength to 
the lovers of their country ; for whom 
traitors, aflbciated for the ^ urpofes of 
-^guilf, have worn only the hypocritical 
marlcs of pretended refpeft; divine friend- 
ftiip! amongft republican Frei^choien 
thy power (hall be acknowledged, and 
'thy altars revered I** 
^f However well Robefpi^rre performed 
* the hypocrite, he had not fofficient ad- 
drei^ to preferve the chata£ter ; for hn- 
6 manity. 
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'iiianity, nnd misfortune, and glory, and 
-^friendifaip', enlightening and coRfoling 
tlic world; and all the mockery and 
(how of the feftival, with all the hopes 
and expeditions of the unfortunate pri- 
foners, vaniflwd into dilii air. The fef- 
tival^ as ibas been re}ated> took place on 
the zotbof Prairial; and on the izd the 
law for Gondemitarion in mafs^ without 
witHiefs ov defence^ pafled the convene 
tioo, d^Qd ^ihe work of death went on 
with redoubkd Ifieed.. 

Had die tyrants who i^^ere thus fuc- 

crfsfulln their ofurpadon, after crufhing 

tbdr immediate rivals, vftabliihed a more 

' humane fyftem of government, of rwhioh 

they would have been :the protedors, 

the world mi^ht :ftiH have remained 

. ignorant at lea^ of i the exeefs of their 

• crimes^ and might have attributed their 

feveAty to^hepenleusccircomilatices In 

wiiTck'tfary were placed, by? the coalefced 

powcri^^Bmbeur, and the intrigues of the 

H a royal 



^( 148 > 

royal and ariAocnuical partf within* -Ia 
this cafey none of tboie atrocioas ads 
which die fail of Robefpierre has unveil* 
ed would have been known^ and what is 
. now the fubjed of general horror would 
. have been regarded only as neceflary evii. 

The hiftorian, tbercfore, who fiiould 
have taken the pubh'c ads, or the papers 
relating the tranfadions of the day, as 

•the bafis of his information, would have 
deceived himfelfand pofterity. And even 
now the tafk will. be diffiabk to tranfmit 
with accuracy and impartiafity the hif« 
tory of that extraordinary epocha; which 
furniibes a moft awful and ftupendous 
momunent of all that is fublime,. and 
bafej of pl^^^faat is moft virtuous, and 

. moft vi]e ; %hat can excite mankind 
to che darii ■heroic ad, and of all ^ 

thai; can n^P' ■with unutterable b^ 

• ror fiy froi m from a peflilei* 

The m^ Aowever, wa* 
proachitif ^umanit^ 
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avenged of its tjrrants for tliat long fcene' 
of multiplied crimes, of which what pea 
can make the recapitulation? ''There. 
•tare timcs^* Voltaire c^ferves, *' of 
^^ horrois and of madocfs among man* 
*A kind, as there ire times of peflilencei 
'^ and this contagion has made the tour 
'^ of the world." J^rance has juft {ecn 
one of thefe epodias, which are the afto- * 
Aifliihent, the terror^ andvthe (haine of 
btiman iiature. 'Happily tbqr are rare in 
a^y hiftory ; and in the courfe of die or- 
dinary calamities which arc the fcourge 
of civil Jfodety, thofe epocbas may be 
coniidc^ed as mortal maladies, amidftthat 
at>wd of habitnal infirmities whi<^, are 
infeparable from our organization. 
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er thofc which it can fiifer ; at the hot* 
xible wkkednefs of the few, or the. ftu- 
pid patience of the whok. 
^I| <« We have feen what a wicked man 
would havebluflied at fensfeeing, 9Ad 
what a good man would have feared td- 
imagine ; we have feen what thofe who 
have committed would not have bdiev* 
cd in the hiftory of othen ; we have- (kfstk 
in one moment, and as it were by a diun^ 
der-bolfy the whole of France beccMgae 
only one frightful chaos^ or rather one 
vaft conjdagration ; every principle, i^ort^^ 
fecrated by neceffity in every place, at 
all periods, and in every heart, fpurned; 
at or annihihued ; the ovefthrow of ev»ry 
~ cuftom, nay of prQudiccs and ev^n ha* 
bits; the almoft total exchange of pro* 
perty, which is more aftoniihing ttysn ita 
ruin ; beggary taking pi^ee of wealth, and 
wealth not daring to put itfelf into the 
place ofbeggary ; in the midft of wfcich, 
a band of villains, but a handful con:w 

pared 



pared to the whole n^ion, Icattcrcd, 
throughout the republic, fubdue a peo» 
pie viSorioiis without* and armed with-. 
in. And this band of monftcrs were dill 
greater in impudence than crimes ; pa-. 
rading from city to city, from ftreet to. 
ftreet> from place to place, from houfe. 
CO houfe, with robbery, pillage, famine,. 
aad aifaflination in their train; (Irikin^ 
with the fame poniard the prudence 
which was Clent, or the truth that had^ 
the baldncfs to fpeak; purfuing the fear- 
ful man in his flight, after haying mur* 
dered the intrepid ptizen who fccraed 
to fly. Vfe. have feen indeed the mo- 
ment, when, every. m^tiM Fr^occ w)io 
was not a decided villain could noti^ 
without ri/king death every hour of the 
day, either be filent or fpeak out, either 
ftay or fly j — and this was fufFered by. 
Frenchmen at the very period when they 
were the conquerors of the world/*^ 
It was impoffible that this ftate of ex* 
H 4 treme 
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ffcmc violence could be permanent. The 
firft dawning hope of deliverance arofc 
from the quarrels of the different faftions ; 
it was therefore with fatisfadion, the caufc 
of which the friends of liberty were cau- 
lious to diffemble, that they faw the par- 
ty of the commune^ of the war-minifter* 
and of Dantonj fcnt to the fcaffold -, for 
there Teemed no rcafon why other fac* 
lions (hould not arife to difplace, and alfo 
to bring to punifliment^ tbofe who now 
wielded the revolutionary fceptre. 

Though Danton was deftroyed, his 
^arty was ft ill numerous in the conven- 
tioa ; and it was afferted, that had he ap- 
peared at the tribune wheh he was ac- 
eufcd, and denounced Robefpierrc, he 
would have fent his rival to the fcaffold. 
Robefpierre, who was confcious that he 
had not.fubdued the fplrit, though he 
had taken off the head, of the fadion, - 
thought, like Caefar, that nothing was 
^one while any thing remained unfinifli- 
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cd. He (aw the difficulty that would at- 
tend his operations, if, to ufe Camillc 
Defmoulins' exprefEon, he continued to 
make •* des coups regies" in the foreft 
of the convention, and therefore con- 
ceived, it feems, the hardy projedk of 
felling the whole wood at one ftroke ; of 
breaking up the convention as a gan* 
grened body not worth partial applica- 
tions, and taking the care of the ftate into 
his own hands. 

The committees of public and general 
fafety, which were the committees of 
government, were abfolute in their ad* 
miniftratiop, and thei convention had 
dwindled into the moft contemptible in^ 
fignificance. The deputies met to bear 
a report for the fake of form, to dap their 
hands on the re-eledion of their tyrants 
when the periods arrived, or huzza at « 
carmagnol of Barrere; and were fenj: 
away at four o'clock to dinner, to call 
again the next morning at twelve. 

H 5 Ahhough 
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Although Robefpierre had (Ucctedcd 
in breaking them into this fabordinadon^ 
he had not fo entirely checked, the aoibi* 
tion of his fellow riders ; for there were 
(bme,who^ though better di0emblers than 
the tnembers of the late coini»une, beheld 
with as unsatisfied an jCvye thie firetches 
which Robefpierrc^s fafkion were mak- 
ing ; and which they faw wouW pufli 
them from their feats, as they«had aided 
him ]o removing others, . 

The firft ftep. towards the acquifilioD 
^f abfolute power was the cojocentration 
of all authority in the committee of pub- 
lic fafety. Robefyierre had filled the 
vacant places in the commune with his 
owir creatures, and the jacobins were his 
devoted fubjedts. All that remained, 
therefore, was to annihilate the powers 
"of the committee of general fafety, which 
cook care of the lives and properties of 
the citizens, while the other was charged 
with the external affiiirs and the geqe* 

ral 
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ral weal of the ftate j and unite in this 
kift both individual and public welfare* 
To. this propofition the members of tl^ 
.committee of general fafety did not dif- 
covcr any readinefs to affent ; and though 
Robefpierre had rcigiied with uncon- 
trolled fway fince the death of the Gi- 
ronde^ his afcendancy over his aflbciates- 
bad not reached fo far as to preyail wit^ 
.them to bend their. necksji.like the her4 
of the convention and the people, to hfs 
yoke. 

Thefe druggies had made a formal 
divifion at this period in the two com* 
mittees^ which had confided for fom^ 
time of two- parties; but whofe coaJi«^ 
tion had been cemented hitherto by 
crimes and by blood. RobefpierreV 
party in the committee of public fafety 
was compofed of St. Jud, Coutlion^aod 
parrere; ia that of general &£etiy> of 
David, Vadier, and fome others; and 
thoMgh thefe comnut^ees were at hodilir 
H d tiea 



tics with each other, the intereft of the 
ruffians was too clofely united to bring 
riieir quarrel before the public. The 
ambition of Robefpierre cmbarraflcd 
them much, and it was more than once 
propofed that recourfc fhould be had to 
the poniard. This plan, which was 
highly relifhed by many members of the 
committee, was vehemently oppofed by 
u citizen, whoj having beerf admitted 
into their councils, was often an inftru- 
mcnt in the hands of providence of le(^ 
fcning individual horrors, and of faving 
many from deftruftion. He reprefented 
to them all the evils that would necefla- 
rily refuk from fuch an adk of premature 
violence ; that they might indeed kill the 
tyram, but that they would in&llibly 
be the viftims themfelves ; that he would 
be confidered by the people as a martyr, 
and they would be reputed his min-der- 
ers ; while forbearance and temporrztng 
would pu(h him on to ibme aift of in ^ 

confideration 
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conlideration and foUy^ which they, who 
knew his treafoxuble defigns^ might lay 
bold on as an attempt to deftroy the liber* 
tycfthe republic; and the people would 
fend hini with execrations to the fcafTold^ 
whom, in the prefent ftate of things, tRey 
would perhaps be ignorantly induced to 
honour as a faint. 
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'Robespierre, findbg the com- 

.tpitcee fo little mclu)ed to pay him that 
rubmifldve homage which. was .yi6]ded (p 
him by the reft ofFrance, abfemed him^ 
felf both from them and the conven* 
lion dmrng fome weeks; and began to 
prepare for open hoftilities% with the at 
fiftance of the jacobins, the revolutioiv- 
ary tribunal, and the regenerated cona>- 
xnune. The united ftrength of thefe bo- 
dies was very formidable^ and the conr 
vention liad nothing to oppofe to them 
but the poffibility of exciting rebellion 
^gainft the conftituted authorities; for" 
the milicary force was in the hands of 
Henriot, who was the devoted flave of 
Jlobefpierre ; and the civil and revolu- 
tionary concerns of the feftions of Paris 

cen- 
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of .which Y^eire of bi^s iiixi^ecjLiate app9ioN 
mei^t. Tfaje jaqobins h>or« jCviiajr aver ilw^ 
whple, an[^ he»\yt^s theabr9^u^.n^oa^cll 
of.tti^iftcqbifl^^ ' . . ,- ., • .• i. . ; 

WhcARpbefpierxe thought that bir 
plan wa^ ij^ifficiently matured, he-appear- 
ed at thetribune of the.ccmventiop, which 
he had not tnxcrt^ for fpn^e time, and 
made a vehement har^gpe on the opr 
preffipn which was exercifed over him» 
fdf^ and againil the operat;ions of the 
Gomipictqes; pr(][ip;^i£<^g the. conv^mippy 
tboit l^ would propofe, the only Bpiqan; 
iit^ed |o fave the country. . 

His fpeech excited mudi agitation ;. 
the members appeared to iiften to him 
with fenfations (imilar to thpfe of the in^ 
habitants of fome great city, who hear 
the murmursof the earthquake, and feel 
the ground (hake beneath them, but ape 
ignorant wjiere the.gulph will open, and 
what part, orif the whole, wili be fwal- 

lowed 
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lowed np. The convention^ although 
alarmed, and doubtful how to z&, yet 
feeing the profpeft of irremediable ruin 
before their eyes through the thin cover- 
ing which the tyrant had thrown over 
his defign9> afiumed fufficient courage 
to debate on the prominent parts of his 
fpecch, which they ordered to be printed. 
Having opened himfeif thus far to 
the convention, Couthon explained the 
fpecch more fully at the jacobins* in the 
evening. There he denounced the two 
committees of government asi traitorsj 
and iniilled that the perfons who com- 
pofed tbpfe committees (hould be ex- 
cl uded from the focie ty. The preCden t 
of the revolutionary tribunal was die 
next commentator on Robefpierre's 
fpeech, and pronounced without any re* 
ifeive, that the convention (hould be pu- • 
lified alfo; which implied the entire dif- 
foiutton of the reprefentative body* 
yr This purification was not to be con* 
• X fined 
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fined to the convention ; for tbe con« 
fpiracy a^ainft the republic had, to 
borrow the^ language of thefe rcgenera- 
tors, its authors and accomplices in 
every quarter of Paris. The fate of one 
defcripcion of thofe confpiracors was (b 
certain, that their graves were literally 
dug before their eyes, and graves of no 
ordinary extent. Thefe Were the multi- 
tude of prifoners who were waiting a 
more formal, but not lefs certain deaths 
before the revolutionary tribunal. It had 
been propofed to build a fcaiTolding in 
the great hall of the Palais, refembling 
jhc hall of Weftminftef ^ where two or 
three hundred mights be tried at once^ 
indead oi fifty oxfixfy as was the preftnt 
nidde. But it was now thouglu the great 
ends of national juftice might be better 
anfwcred by what was called emptying 
the prifons at once ; and that, as the fen- 
tcnce of thefe confpirators was already 
paflcd, the formality of their appear « 

ance 



anceat a tribunal mightbedifjpcnfed witli* 
^f For fomc days therefore, labourers had 
been employed in Gpveral prifons of Parisj 
in making large excavations in their re* 
fpe&ive conn^ yards ; and i( was act con- 
cealed from many of the priibners by 
their keepers, and even by the admioi* 
ftrarors of the poircc, how they were, 
to be filled up. We cannot hefitate ta 
believing this new inftance of atrocity^r 
wh^n w^ compare the revolutionary Ian-* 
gu^f hd4 by tlje chiefs on the ncceflkjp 
c^f t}uickexpcdjeQts to get fid of traitora^ 
tpgether with t^e. cb^ges made juflrat 
thjs, period in thp Keepers of the yanous. 
^rifogs ; fipCf tlv^ie who had moft dif«- 
tinguifhed themf^kes for firmpcfs' of 
^rve in the cqmtp'^plioa of murders, 
l}ad fuc£ccMJed the ordinary ruffiaqa*^. 

* The jailor moft celebrated for his atrocities 
was Bcnoit, who bad been an executioner under tiic- 
orders .of Cdlot d'Herl^ois at Lyons^ aad wha 

at 
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aoBaUby what h more certain evldeoce^ 

tb« inibrmation of many of the pri* 

fbtters^wko, confkiedin diffibrentprifonv 

a^ree incelatifigthe fazne fadSi Tiier^. 

is alfo; Utde doufat tbac dte nobles ami 

ftraDgerSy vfaobyihelavni of the frfieentlt 

of. Geiminal were difperfed tbrqugb 

the various communes of the republic*. 

under the eye tsrif tyrants, who wexe iir- 

fbrmcd of their orefidence by the dectrl 

dary retu^ai of the fer^stal mufiicipalF* 

ties which theyr inhabited^ would havet 

flared the fate '6f the {>nfoiiers. 

% Thb oonveation. in the mean timft 

obfervedthe^ u&iai' fiiibmiffiVe fikncei: 

si)4ioug^ thqr; well kMW that certaia 

at this period was appointed keeper of the Luxenv 
b^urg. His ferocious miners formed a lamentahle 
fiMtraft with the gentlea^s ;»f thef<»(Mf Benoit 
whom I ha^c meoticnied in my foncetr letters* . I 
ft^ /ubjoii\ aa;^ck cpnceraing hipi, whicl^ | 
have juft received from the gentleman who hat: 
tranflated thofe letters into the Germaa bogu^ge*. 
Sec Appendix, No. III. 
•'^ ^ portion^ 
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portiohl of them were deBgmted, lifts 
of profcription having been difcovered 
from the carekflhefs of thofe who were 
to co-operate in the bloody work. One^ 
was found by accident mnong the papers 
of Vilate, one of the reroludonarir jury, 
who, being reiraftory on fome particular 
pointy had been arretted. 

Thefanoefiate of fttqje&Aioxi which 
bad led the ' convention . ta Tee fermer 
mafles tcan from their body, feenwd 
ftill to benumb their faculties* Robe« 
fpierre, whole (eceffion from the .com« 
Blittees had not rendered him) lefs the 
matter of their opidrattoilsj flattered hiisi*^ 
jfelf that die taflc was how perfbftljr eafy i 
for, independent of his irrefiftible pl^a« 
lanxes, the jacobins, the revolutionary 
committees, the regenerated commune, 
and the military force of Paris^ thctcr- 
ror which he had infufed into the con^ 
ventioa came powerfully to his aid. 
^f^ The hours of the tyrant were never- 
*:' .' T thelefs 
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dielefs numbered, and the moment ap« 
proached when he was to make his ac- 
count with eternal juilice. The attack 
of Robefpierre upoii his colleagues on 
the morning of the 8th of Thcrmidor, 
and the commentary made by his accom- 
plices at the jacobins' the fame evenings 
roofed the convention from their dif- 
honourable lethargy^ and they became 
bold from defperation. 

The eventful day at length arrived, and ^f, 
both parties took their places in the ball '» 
of the convention with an air of affefted. 
calmnefs, while fome ordinary bufinefs 
of the day went on ; for no one even of 
the profcribed members feemed anxioils 
to become the Curtius of the reft, al- 
though the next meeting of the jaco- 
bins, or the next motion of the munici-* 
pality, might have decided the arreft <Sf 
the whole of the convention, except 
Jftobefpierre^s faftiqn. But St. Juft hav- 
ing afcended the tribune, and begun ta 

fpeech 
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speech in lAie Time/wbiniag 'tone^hicli 
4tobefpierrc?bad ufed-the preeediog day, 
complaining of the 'bad treatmeDC be 
liad received, and of the tpeafoii ctf his 
^colleagucs.in ■ thc^ committee j TaUien, 
^and >BiIlaud Varennes, ehe forflter of 
whom was on the Jift of profqrJptioB, 
mod the Jatter -Robefpierre's rival in the 
committee, overpowered his voice by 
their denunciations *agathft tiie p^rfi- 
'4ik)t(s-attd horrible dcfignsof the tyrants, 
Ivbichtbcy unveiled to the convention. 
^Rob^CpierrCj who was ignofant of this 
'itounter confpiracyy though he faw a 
ifiifpofitioa the preceding day to mu- 
f^yy was ilruckc as with^a thunderbolt. 
He n^fule at length 6}vne atten^pts to 
^-fpcak ;'but'his Voice was drowned in- the 
-denunciations^ poi^ired forth againft him. 
.iTilHen iKkfifted ^ft his arreft : Jjut the 
convention^ ui^d^r < the : 4mprel|^n of 
.4t$hftbitual' terror, contented itfelf^irii 
, r|>rono|in€i(;^ tfa^t.ofhis inferior agents ; 

and 



and it v^'as not till Robefplcrre hkd 
mounted the tribune, and, with the air 6f 
a chief, caHed the convention a band of 
robbers, thatVadier, one of his former 
accomplices, obtained the Vote of accu- 
sation, by turning evidenceagainft him, 
Robefpieriie, feeing himfelf bcfet on evei'y 
fide, threw a look of piercing indigna- 
tion towards his brother mountaineers, 
and reproached them for their cowardice. 
Hearing curfes poured down upon hirn 
from every quarter, and feeing that his 
kingdom was departed from biiii,-he call- 
ed out in the fury of defpemtron tofotf M 
to death ; which the conyention virtmlly 
decreed, in an unanimous vote of aecti- 
fation againft him. .His colleagues St. 
Juft, Couihon, Le Bas, and bis own- 
brother, were arrefted at the fame time, 
and after fome refiftance were fcd* away 
to prifon. ' 

Thus far the convention had b^n 
fuccefsful j for alt panies had ctoe^ited 

in 
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in the humiliation of a.tyrant, by whom 
-all bad been equally opprefled* But the 
icene which the city prefented was truly 
alaraiing. The jacobins, hearing of the 
infurredion againft Robefpierre^ imme- 
diately aflembled. The commune, which 
was ordered to^ the bar of the convention^ 
inilead of obeying, rang the tociin to call 
the citizens to arms. Henriot, the com* 
mander of the military force, who had 
been arrefted and led to the committee 
<^ general fafety, was releafed, and pa« 
fading the fireets on horfeback, while 
the c^noneers under his orders had 
loaded their pieces. Robefpierre with 
his colleagues was delivered from prifon 
by the adminiftrators of the police, and, 

. being inftalled at the hotel de ville, had 

^ outlawed the whole convention. 

Had the confpirators aded with ordi- 
nary &gacity J had they immediately 

' marched their cannon againfl: the con« 
ventionj which for fome hours was only 

* guarded 
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guarded by a fmall number of armed 

citizens, the triumph of Robefpierre and 

the municipality would have been torn* 

pletc. But, happily for humanity, they 

rafted thofc moments in deliberations 

and harangues ; whilft the convention, 

taking courage at the goodnefs of its 

caufe, and in the hope of fome fparks of 

remaining virtue in the people, difcovered 

a difpofition to defend themfelves, and 

in a Ihprt time thoufands flew to their 

aid. The ball of the jacobins was cleared 

by the energy of Legendre ; and {even 

deputies were named as generals for the 

cc«iventional caufe againft the commune, 

who were now declared to be in a ftate 

of rebellion, and put out of the law. 

Such at this moment was the ftate uf 

Paris, when the comrnaiader of the mi- 

litary force, Henriot, appeared in the 

court of ihd convention, and ordered it 

to furrender. But he came too late r the 

convention was now prepared for de- 

; Yai. III. I fence, 
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fence, and atiTwered his finntnoHs by poc- 
ti&g him eut of the law as well as his 
emptoycrt. 

This **hars la lai*' has the ftmeeflfeft 
on a Frenchman as if it were the cry of 
the peftilence : theobjcft becomes civil- 
ly excommunicated, and a fort of con- 
tamination is apprehended if you pafs 
through the air which he has breathed. 
Such was the effeft which this decree 
produced upon the cannoneers, who bad 
planted their artillery againft the con- 
vention : without receiving any furthei^ 
inftruftions, except hearing that the com- 
mune were " hors la loi,** they inftantly 
turned their pieces. Henriot, feeing 
this unexpcfted refiftance, and finding 
that the feftions meant to deliberate 
before they put the convention to death, 
flunk back to the commune, who were 
alio in a profound ftate of deliberatioa. 
In the mean time the convention had 
fent deputies into every quarter of the 
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to\rn, to rally the citizens around the af* 
fenibly j and they fucceeded To well, that 
in a few hours the convention h^d an 
hundred thoufand men to march againft 
the commune. The hotel de vilie was 
now befieged in its turn; and might have 
made a formidable refiftance, had not 
the cannoneers of that quarter alfo heard 
of the " hors la loi>" and rcfufed to fire 
their pieces; while the immcnfe multitude 
that were idly aflcmbled in the place dc 
Greve before the hotel, had taken poffef- 
fion of the carriages of the artillery to 
ferve as ladders, from .which they could 
ftare into the windows, and crowds Vere 
mounted on the cannon^ to enjoy the 
fpeAaclc. The confpirators now, aban- 
doned, and, like Nero, having no friend 
or enemy at hand to dirpatx:h them, had 
no means of efca'ping from ignominy 
butbyavcduntarydeath, which they had 
nc^ the courage to give themfelves. 
Catiline, jt is faid, was found at a con« 
1 2 liderable 
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fiderablc diftancc from hi$ friends* 
mingled amongft his enemies, with a 
countenance bold and daring in death, 
It is fomewhat remarkable,, that nearly 
two years fince a writer, drawing the 
parallel, or rather the diffimilitude of 
charafter between Catiline and Robef- 
pierxc, obferved, that whenever the de* 
cifive moment of conteft - (hould arife 
between the parties which were formed 
after the loth of Augiift, Robefpierre 
would perifhi not plunged into the ranks 
of bis foes, -but be ftruck by fome ig- 
noble hand, and die from a wound in 
his back. 
^7/ The confpirators, feeing that all relift- 
ance was fruitlefs, hid themfelves or took 
to flight. Robefpierre was found in an 
apartment of the hotel, and was fternly 
- reminded by a gendarme that a fupreme 
being really exifted. Robefpierre held a 
knife in his hand, but had not courage to 
ufe it ; the gendarme fired at him with a 

piftol. 
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piftolj and broke his jaw-bone; he fclT, 
without uttering a word. His brother 
threw himfelf out of a window, and broke 
his thigh by the fall, Henriot had given 
his a^ffqciates the ftrongeft alTurances that 
he was fecure of the military force of Pa- 
ris; and Coffinhal, a judge of therevohi- 
tionary tribunal, when he faw that all was 
loft, poured forth the mod -bitter invec- 
tives againft Henriot for having thus de- 
ceived them; and at length feizing hin>, 
in a fit of rage and delpair, threw him out 
of a window. Henriot concealed himfelf 
a (hort time in a common-fewer, from 
whence he was dragged after having loft 
an eye. Thefe criminals, with their ac- 
cooiplices, were brought, fome on biers 
and others on foot, to the convention; 
from whence they were all fent to the 
Conciergerie, except Robefpierre, who 
was carried into the anti-chamber of the 
committee of public fafety, where thofe 
who attended him told me he lay ftretch- 
1 3 cd 
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ed mctionleTs on a table four houcs^^rch 
his bead botind up, and his eyes (hut ; 
tnakrng no anfwer to the taunting quef- 
tions that were put to ixicn, but pinch- 
ing his thighs with convulfive agony, and 
fometimes looking round when he ima- 
gined no one was near. He^ underwent 
the operation of drcffing his wounds, in 
order to prolong hb exigence a few 
hours; after which he was fern, with the 
reft of his afibciat^Sjr to the tribunaU 
The identification of their perfons was 
all that was neceiSury, fince they were 
bors la lou and the fencence of execution 
i^inft them was demanded by their for- 
mtr friend, Fouquicr Tainviite. 

On the evening of the . i oth of Thermi- 
dor (the 28ihof July 1794), ihefe crimi- 
nals were led to the fcafTold. The frantic 
joy which the Parifians difcovered on 
this occafion was equal to the pufillani- 
mous flupor into which they had J^een 
hitherto plunged. The malediftiom 

that 
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€&at accompanied tfae tyrants on their 
iray to execution were not, as ufual, the 
damour of hireling furies > they proceed- 
ed with bbaeft indi^atioa from die lips 
of an opprcfled people, and burft invo- 
luntartiy from the heart of the facherkft 
and the widow. Thefe raonfters were 
made bo drink the cup of bkcerne(s co the 
very dn;gs. M^any of them were fo disfi* 
gused by wounds and brurfes, that it was 
diffictth to ^iftinguifli their perfons, and 
little attention liad been paid to alleviate 
thefe intermediate (a^erings. In the ma^ 
petilhed Hobefpicrre, hi& co-adjutors 
Couthcm and St. Juft 5 Hen riot, the com^ 
aiander of the military force oi Paris; the 
mayor of Paris 1 the national agent ; the 
preiideiTt of the jacobins ; the prefident 
of the revolutio^aary tribunal; tbe fans-' 
cukrtte preceptor of the young daophin; 
and tbe agents of thefe leaders, to th« 
number of twenty^two. The following 
d|y the men^tbers of the commune of 
1 4 Paris, 
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Paris, to the amount of feventy-two, vvcj-c 
beheaded on the place de Greve; and 
twelve, on the day after, completed the 
lift of the chiefs of the prefent confpiracy. 

The bar of the convention, <vhich bad 
hitherto been the echo of the tyrants, ap-. 
plauding cver^y barbarous meafure, and 
fandioning every atrocious deed, now 
refounded with gratulation and triumph 
upon the vi<flory, and afTurances, fince 
it was gained, that thofe who offered the 
addrcfs would have fhed the laft drop of 
blood to have obtained it ; or, according 
to the accuftomed pbrafe, '^ have made 
a rampan of their bodies/' This incon- 
fiftency on the part of thp Parifians wiH 
not appear furprifing, when we refleft 
that the city was divided into two par. 
ties— rthc murderers, who were now over- 
thrown, and thofe who were to have been 
murdered, and who now exulted in their 
deliverance. 

Confidering the immenfe influehce 

which 
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which the terrorift faftion, the denomi- 
nation now given toRobefpierre's fup- 
porters, had. obtained both in Paris and 
in the departments, the whole of the ad- 
miniftrations, both civil and military, 
throughout the republic being put into 
their hands, it is fcarcely credible that fo* 
mighty an hoft Ihould have been over- 
thrown. by one fingle effort, and in which 
no meafures were prepared or combined. 

The inhabitants of thofe living Jepul- ^f 
thres, the prifons of Paris, felt with moft 
ecftacy this happy revolution^ Hope 
had entirely forfaken them ; they had re- 
figned themfelves in fixed defpair to that 
fate, which they believed to be inevi- 
table. , 

The prifoners knew that fome extra- 
ordinary fcenes were paffing in the city ; 
for in all the prifons they had, been or- 
dered to retire to reft one hour earlier 
than ufual, and to leave their doors un- 
locked ; and at the fame time they ob- 
1 5 ferved 
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Icrved an air of itiyftery on the faces of 
their keepers, which feemed to bode 
fome near and dr,eadful evil. . - 

The ringing of the tocfin during the 
night ferved to increafe their apprchcn- 
fion$ ; they imagined a great tumult agi- 
tated the city, but concluded that it was 
only ibmc ftroke of more cxtenGve ty- 
ranny that was about to be inflifted, and 
that would confolidatc more firmly the 
pow^r of the tyrantSi In this ftate of 
torture they paffcd the night, and waited 
the light of the morning in all the pangs, 
of terror and difmay. At length the 
morning returned, and the important 
fecrei had not yet penetrated the walls 
of the prifons ; but a feeling like hope 
animated the finking fpirits of the pri-. 
foners, when, with the fearching eye of 
anxious expefl:ation,.they fought to read 
their fate in the countenances of their 
jailors, and there difcovered evident 
marks of difappointment and dejeftion, 

while 



f 
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while fome relaracion from their habi-* 
tual feverity fuccceded the extraordinary 
precautions add rigour of the preceding 
day. 

They were not however long held io J/ 
fufpenfe. In fome of the prifoos the 
ncwfpaper of the paft evening was pro- 
cured at an enormous price ; but who 
coirfd tate too high the purchafc which 
brought the tidings of deliverance ? la 
fome of the prifons^ the citizens who 
were obliged to perform the painful 
ofHce of guards within their gloomy 
courts, contrived to tell the prifoners in 
monofyliables breathed in whifpers (for 
all intercourfe between the guards and 
the prfibnerswas flprnly prohibited), that 
the hour of hope and mercy beamed 
upon their fufferings. In other prifons 
they were informed of what was pafling^ 
by women who difplayed upon the roofe 
of houfes^ which overlooked at a diHance 
16 the 
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the prifon walls^ the names of Robef— 
pierre and bis aiTociates, written in fuch^ 
broad chara&ers that the prifoners witZ^ 
the aid of glafles could read them plainly^ 
\'f and after prefeniing the^name, the gene- 
rous informer (hewed by expreffive gef^ 
tures^ that the head of him who bore thac 
name had fallen. 

A military gentleman who was con- 
fined in the prifon of the Abbey told mc> 
that, after having pafled the night of 
the a 7th of July, in the immediate ex- 
pedation of being maflacred, all his fears 
were inftantly relieved by a very flight 
circumllance. The prifoners had long 
been denied the confolation of any inter* 
view with their friends ; the utmbft pri* 
. vilege allowed them was that of writing 
upon the dire&ion of the packets of li- 
nen, when they were fent to their houfes 
tobevvafhed, or received from thence, 
after a very ftridt examination, ** Je me 
I portc 
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porte bien *.** The wife of this gentle- ^^ 
man^ to whom (he. was tenderly attachedj, 
lafed every day to write with an aching, 
beart upon the packet, " Je me portc 
bien/* On the morning of the 28th of 
July, the packet arrived as ufuaU but 
one monofyllable and one nore of ad- 
miration were added to the direftion i 
** Ah, que je me porte bien-f- !" With 
an emotion of tranfport which told him 
bis misfortunes were at an end, he read , 
tbofe little words, and hailed the biefled 
augur. 

During many hours the fall of the 
tyrant was repeated with cautious timi- 
dity through the dreary manlions of con- 
finement, and the prifoners related ta 
each other the eventful ule, as if they 
feared that 

" More than echoes talked along the walls. *• 

Even the minds of thofe who were at lt« 

♦ I am well. f Ah,, how well I am ! 

berty. 
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bertVj were too ftrongly fettered by ter- 
ror to bear the fudden expanfion of joy ; 
and the gentleman who fifft brought the 
tidings to my family that Robefpierrc^ 
was arrcfted, after having been blamed 
ibr hi« imprudence in memioiiirig fuch a 
circumftanc^ before foitie ftfangers who 
were prefent, faid in a tone of refentmeiit, 
<^ This is the fourth family which I have 
endeavoured to make happy by this 
ttewj i and inftead of being thanked for 
the intelligence, all afe afraid to beaf it/' 
yf At length, however, the clouds of 
doubt, ftiiflruft, and apprefaenfion va- 
Aifhed, the clear funfhine of joy beamed 
upon every heart, and every eye was 
bathed in tears of exultation. Yet thofc 
overwhelming emotions were empoifon* 
ed "by bitter regrets. Every individual 
had to lament fome vidlim to whom he 
was bound by the ties of nature, of gratis 
tude, or of affeftion ; and many were 
doomed to mourn gver a friend^ a father, 
5 or 
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ora huftand, whom a month, a week, 
a day would have fnatched from death. 
With peculiar pangs thofe vidkims were 
regretted, who were led to execution, to 
the number of nearly fixty, on the 27th 
of July, without guards, the military 
having been called to the aid of the con- 
rentiori on th« arreft of Robefpierrc. It 
was rectdlefted when too late, it was re- 
echoed through Paris with a general 
feeling of rcmorfe, that one word might 
have refcued thofe laft martyrs of tyranny 
from death, and that yet they were fuf- 
fered to perifh. 

If any private individual had from the 
gallery, or at the bar of the convention, 
demanded a refpitc, there is 00 doubt it 
would immediately have been granted. 
The heart dilates at the idea of that fub- 
lime happinefs which be would have 
prepared for himfelf, who (hould tlhus 
have refcued the innocent. What evil 
could malignity or misfortune have in- 

flifted 
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fltded upon a mind> whic^ could hare re-» 
pelled them with the confcioufncfs of 
fuch an adion? But tyranny, like ** guilt, 
makes cowards of us all ;'* every man 
trembled for himfelf ; the event of the 
day yet hung in fufpenfe, and the fuf- 
fcrers were left to die! 

Soon after the execution of Robef- 
picrre, the committee of general fafety 
appointed a deputation of its members 
to yifit the prifons, and fpeak the words 
of comfort to the prifoners ; to hear from, 
their own lips the motives of their cap- 
tivity, and to change the bloody rolls of 
profcription into regiftcrs of promifed 
freedom. In the mean time orders foe 
liberty arrived in glad fuctefEon ; and 
the prifons of Paris, fo lately the abodes- 
of hopelefs mifery, now exhibited fcenes 
which an angel of mercy might have 
contemplated with pleafure. 

The firft perfons releafed from the ' 
Luxembourg were monC and madame 

Biuuby,. 
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Bitaiiby, two days after the fall of Robe* 
fpierre. When they dcpaned, the pri- 
fohers, to the amdum of nine hundred 
perfons, formed a lane to fee them pafs j 
they embraced them, they bathed therri 
with tears, they overwhelmed them witlv 
bejiedidtions, they hailed with tranfpbrt 
the moment which gave themfclves the ^ 
earned of returning freedom : but the >!/• 
foul has emotions for which the lips 
have no, utterance^ and the feelings of 
fuch moments may be* imagined, but 
cannot be defined* 

- Crowds of people were conffamty af* 
fembled at the gates of the prifons, ta 
enjoy the luxury of feeing the prifoners 
fnatched from their living tombs, and 
reftored to freedom : that very people^ 
who had beheld in ftupid filerice the 
daily work of death, now melted in tears 
over the fufFerers, and filled the air with 
acclamations at their releafe. 

Among a multitude of afFedting fc^es 

whichr 
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wlacb paf&d at thofe pvifoki-doors^ whete 
the wifej after a reparation like that of 
deaths again embraced her hpiband— » 
where children clung lipon the necks ef 

^f^ their long-loft parents — ^nonc were moi^ 
intereding than the unbounded tran£> 
ports of a little boy of fix years of age, 
the fon of cnonf. de F-« ; ■, when his 
father met him at the gate, and while lie 
prefled him in his arms with an emotion 
which choked bis voice. This child 
was particularly remarked, having en-» 
gaged the affections of many perfons in 
the neighbourhood by his btEhaviouc dtir- 
Ing his father's long coi^nement* He 
had never failed to come every day 
bounding along the tsrfacc of the Luse- 
^mbourgi till h« approached cl>e walls 
of the prifon ; and when he reached tJie 
feminel^ be always pulled off his bat 
very refpeAfulIy, and, looking up in his 
fece with a fupplicatirtg air, enquired, 
Qifpitf^ f^^J me ^mtirez 'defalmr mon 

^ - fapa i 



papa'^ ? and unlefs when he fpoke to thofe 
*^who never had a fon," his petition ^ 
was generally granted. He then ufed to 
kifs-his hands again and again to his fa- 
ther, and play over his fportive tricks 
before him, while the parent's .tears fol- 
lowed ^acb other in fwift fticcefEon. 

. Ail the little artifices which afic<flton ^m 
bad pf otB pted to cheat the watchful ieve-^. 
rity of unr^temtog. Jailors^ and fofben tke 
agonies of reparation by the charm af 
mutual iBtercourfe^ wer^ now difclofed» 
And it was found that love an<^ friend* 
(hip had been more vigilant than fufpi- 
Cion icfelf; h^ eluded itsr wakefol eye; 
and^ in fpite of trifUle bolts^ and guards^ 
and fpies^ had poured forth thofe effU* 
flons of tendernefsy thofe afluranccs of 
fidelity not to be fliaken by the frOwo 
of tyrants, which cheered the gloom of 
the prifon^ and awakened in . the heart 

* Citizen, yob will give mc leave to kifs my 

band to rfiy papa ? 

' of 
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of the captive thofe luxurious feelings* 
that arife when 



• " fwect remembrance Tooths 



With virtue's kmdeft looks the aching breail:. 
And turns our tears to rapture*^*' 

Sometimes pieces of paper car elefsly torn ^ 
and fent at different periods wrapped 
round fruit or vegetables, when the fcat^ 
tcred fcraps were rejoined by the pri- 
foner, communicated the tidings he was 
moft anxious to hear. Sometimes a 
tender billet was found inclofed within a 
roafled fowl^ and when the period arrived 
at which, no nourifhment was fofFered to 
be fent to the prifoners, the fainting 
frame was occafionally revived by rich 
and cordial wines, which were conveyed 
on the pretence of ficknefs, labelled as 
bottles of medicine. But one of the 
pious frauds moft fuccefsfuUy employed 
was the agency of a dog. His matter 
.was confined in the prifori of the Lux- 
embourg,, 
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^mbourg, and the faithful animal con- 
trived every day to get into the prifon, 
and penetrate as far as his chamber, 
when he ufed to overwhelm him with 
carefTeSj and feem to participate in his 
diftrefs. His wife, who was at liberty, 
but deprived of all intercourfe with her 
huflband, ufed to carefs the dog upon his 
return from the prifon with the fame 
kind of emotion with which Werter 
gazed upon the little ragged boy whom 
he fent to fee Charlotte when he was pre- 
vented from feeing her himfelf. At 
length the idea fuggefted itfelf to' the 
lady of inclofing a billet within the dog's 
cQflar; (he contrived to give her hufband^ 
fi^me intimation of Ker fcheme, which 
flie immediately put in praftice. From 
that period tha four-legged courier, fur-» 
nilhed with his invifible packer, march- 
ed boldly forward every day at the ap- 
pointed hour through hofts of foes, and, 
in defiance of revolutionary edids, laid. 

his 
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his difpatches and his perfon at his maf- 
ler's feet. 

Paris was now converted into a fcene 
of cmhufiaftic pleafure. The theatres, 
the public walks, the ftrects, refounded 
with the fongs of rejoicing ; the people 
indulged ihemfelves in all the frolic gai- 
ety which belongs to their charaAer; and 
all the world knows that joy is no where 
fo joyous as at Paris, which feems the 
natural region of Pleafure, who, though 
feared away for a while by fiillen ty- 
rants, foon returns upon her light wing, 
like the wandering dove, and appears to 
find on no other fpot Iier proper place 
of reft. 

Upon the fall of Robefpierre, the ter- 
rible fpell which bound the land of 
France was broken ; the ftirieking whirl- 
winds^ the black precipices, the bottonni- 
lefs gulphs, fuddenly vanifticd; and re-' 
viving nature covered the waftes with 
flowers, and the rocks with verdure. 

All 
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An the foimfains of pobKc profperity 
and piiblre bappinefs were indeed poifon- 
cd by that malignant genius, and there- 
fore the ftreams have fince occafionally 
ran bitter; but the waters are regaining 
their parky, are returning to their natu- 
ral channels, and are no longer difturb- 
ed and firllied rn their courfe, 

I (hall, in a fliort time, fend you arv 
accoiunt of the events which have fuc- 
ceeded the fall of Robefpierre, and 
which wind up the Angular drama of re- 
volutioiury government conformably to 
the moft rigid rules of poetical juftice; 
or rather let me fay, that we fee heaven 
calming the doubts of human weaknefs 
on its myfterious ways, by the triumph 
of innocence and the expiation of guilt. 

The eventful fcenes of the laft winter 
will lead us to the prefent moment at 
which revolutionary government ceafes, 
and a new conftitution is prefented to 
the people of France. The vefTel of 

the 
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the ftate, built with toil and trouble, and 
cemented with blood, will foon be launch- 
ed. V\'e have yet fcen nothing but dis- 
jointed planks^ and heard only the ^if-- 
cordant turbulence of the hammer and 
tlie anvil. The fabric is at length ere6t- 
ed ; and it now remains to be tried, if ic 
be framed of niatenals fufiiciently firm 
and durable to defy the fliock of the 
conflifbing elements, and float majefli* 
cally down the ftre^m of time. 
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Atthc Prifon of the Force, December sth, O. S.^ 
5th Nivofe. 

1 HAVE juft read the evening paper, I 
find my name in the decree of aceufation 
propofed by Robefpierre; in a few mo- 
ments, perhaps, 1 fliall be thrown into the 
dungeons of the Concierg^ie. I know 
not on what grounds an indidlment can 
be found againfl me, after four months 
having elapfed fince the trial of my fa- 
ther, during which time I have been in 
no refpect inculpated ; and I fliall find 
no difficulty in proving my innocence 
K 2 againO: 
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againft any accufation whatever. Ncvcr- 
thelefs, the minds of the Jury i^rc Tome- 
times fo eafily >and Jo fudd^nly convinced^ 
that Kfeel it is my duty to throw ja few 
lines oa paper to £11 up what I may omit 
at the tribunal. I am trying to coo^c- 
, cure what may be impmed.to oie. I owe 
it to my fon, to my wife, to my frietids, 
and may at lead jxti unfuUied reputation 
'be an heritage which no tribunal can 
take away ! And firft, I find my name 
joined with thole of Biron and Dietrich, 
f Here he obferves that his connexions 
with cither were of too flight a naturp to 
he imj)uted by the tyrants to him. a? a 
crime; though be confiders.them "^h 
as men of cbaradei and i/itegrity. He 
then continues:] Ic is probably on the 
fubjeA of my diplomatic career at (he 
cpocha prior to the war, when J was feiit 
on a fecret miffion^o the duke of Brunf- 
-)yick, diat I. am' about to be queftioncd. 
The nature 'of thjs Uft negotiation would 

"have 
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ixiva impofed filenceon me for-cver^.if 
powerful reafons and imperious neceOity 
did out oblige me co break-it at prefenc^ 
The minifter Narbonne> whom I knoiir 
but ilightly, and with whom IneveHiad 
unjr other connetStion than tliat of which 
I am going to fpeak, fent to me at StraC» 
bocirg, where Lwas at the end of Novem^ 
ber i79i> an^i informed me that the king 
was defirousof fending me to the duk^ 
of Bf unfwick to propo^ to him to take 
the command in chief of the French ar-- 
tmes*. On.theiirft view> this^projeft ex- 
cited only doobts * and ' objeft ions in my 
mind. Narboane was preffii^, and feem« 
ed anxious for the regeneration of the 
attnyt and the (olid eftablithment of the 
conftitutioii. He gave me, as well as hi^ 
colleague the minifter of foreign affoirsy 
LeiTart, proofs and indications by which 
I believed, and was bound to believe, that 
Lewis theiixteenth was equally folicitous 
oa chb account. I never iaw Leflan but 
K3 two 
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two or three times; he appeared to adopt, 
though with lefs warmth, the proje<^ of 
Narbonne, and begged me to coftipofca 
memoxial on this fiibjed, detailing the 
different confidcrations which I h^d pre* 
fented. When I fpokc of the iiapoflibi- 
lity of fucceeding in fuch a negotiation^ 
Narbonne denied this^ and agreed <m\y 
in admitting that there nlight be fome 
difSculties. 

When I fpoke of tl« idAprnffio^ it 

might poffibly make on the pubKcj and 

the influence it would have bi^ the caisife 

of liberty, he anfwercd that the bcft pa* 

triots were in raptures at the projeft, and 

that its fuccefs alone, by giving us con* 

^deration abroad, and* Mder in the army^ 

would* prcTent a war, , and iecuce us 

againft any fear of fare^n iwn&on^ on 

account of the reputation and great ta- 

lents of the duk-c of Brunfwick. 1 at 

length wrote the memorial wkich the 

^wo minifters had requcfted. I prefented 

... - in 
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in a foreible manner the almoft infur* 
mountable difficulties which refuked from 
tbe.political and military character of the 
duke of Brunfwick, from bis quality as 
prince of the empire, as chief of the 
eldeft branch of the houfe of Hanover, 
ibis ally of that of Priiflia. I alfo obfcrved, 
tb^twhoev^iiKoulclividertake fuch amif- 
&>n ought; to, be. authoris^ed to fpeak of 
affairs fqreign to this fpecial pppofition i 
andl^concludc'd by faying, that if I un- 
dertook, it, I wa$ah^pft <;ertain of return- 
iag AVithoui; ];iaying.n>ade the ieaft'pro- 
grefe in di^ -dedicate bufinefs ; and that I 
was detern^ined not to hazard fuch.a 
propofitioQ, if there \yas any danger of 
^tts being received in a manner injuriou3 
to the dignity of the national charadlcr, 
and witlK)Ut that refpe^ft and attentipri 
^hich could alone juftify its being made* 
. My memorial was Yeed in the council^ 
Md Lewis the fixteenth and his minifters 
K 4 decided 
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decided on my departure. The mmifters 
of foreign affairs and of war^ for I never 
faw but thofe two, g4veme the infoAna*' 
rion. 

Had I bad thirty or fifty years of ejt- 
perieoce^ which I think I have fince ac- 
quired, I (hould have held faft to my ob- 
J65liot\s, apd Ihould have remained at- 
feome ; but being only twenty-three ytats 
of age, I departed; determined never-^ 
thelefs to prcierve che circumipeA^con* 
dud I had prefcribed myfelf. U wfU be 
ieen. by my four difpatcbes fioai Brun^* 
wiek annexed^ that the kind receptioft/ 
wbtch the duke gave me^ hW converfa* 
tion^ which was intefefting> and fome- 
fimes fufficiently philoTophic to induces 
me to think that he approved of many 
things in the Fiench revolution, led me 
to make overtures. It will be ob(erve<t 
tifo, that having forefeen the little pro* 
babilityof fuccefs in this "ehtcrprife, I 

broke 
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broke filence only beqauie I had the ccr«» 
tainty pf producuig an impreffion> ax 
vKich I myfclf wa3 aftoni(hc4. 

Thofe who are well acquainted with. 
the duke of Bcunfwiyk, will readily per- 
ceive that-my recital is exaftj and will 
find bis charafler in thofe co/averfations;, 
but a circum/l^nce >yhich I ought not to^ 
have r<;]atecl at that tixcue dptermioed me. 
niore jftr^ngly tp open to hiai.the fubjeft . 
of my::mi(IicHi. I w;as.oO;.thc point of^ 
U^prviog BrutifwiieJ^ ^uhout han^ipg fppr-. 
ken. of any .thing but the gfUieral infQre(|»i 
of* France with refpe^'to the enipire,. 
when I beard the calumnious repoTt^ 
which wjcrefpread relative to the minifler; 
S^ur at JBerlin -^ accufatiops of perBdiouSi 
prpjci^tsy of corrupted and fcandalous. 
meafures unworthy of ,a: free pcoplpt^ 
v^hofe fuccefs ought to be founded oply, 
on its ftrength and iis virtue* My filence. 
would alfo have cxpofed me to ihofe.. 
K5 vile 
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vile fufpicioQS, and I fliould have pafled 
for a man who was labouring in thefaoie 
fpirit, and praftifing the fame manoeuvres 
at Brunfwick in a fubordinate Commie- 
lion, and of having only worn the mafk 
on account of the bad fuccefs of Segur : 
I went therefore dire(?tly to the point, in 
order to clear up the whole. 

It will be feen that the propofition was 
received more than decently (plus que 
decemment), and that the anfwcrs of the 
duke left me room to return, and to 
dwell on it with probability of fuccefs. 

Soon after appeared that vitiated poli- 
tical fyftem, and which I am far from thd 
felf^reproach of not having oppofed, 
which armed all the princes of Europe 
againft us, and drew us fome months af- 
ter into a general war. 

A few decrees adopted by the legifla- 
tive affembly with refpeft to foreignpow- 
crs^ deftfoyed the hopes which I ftill re- 
tained; 



famed ; and I wrote, that riofiirther icjea^ 
ftiuft be entertained of fuccefs. Stich \va^ 
the conclufion (^this buiinefs. 

Leflart and Narbonne * had written 
to me in the moft flattering manner on 
the opening and prbgrefs of the nego- 
tiation ; and I anfwered them, as may be 
feen by my difpatches, that having feen 
the duke of Brunfwiek again after fifteen 
days abfence, I had found him totally 
changed in his difpofitions. 

Some perfons then faid, that the objeft 
of this miflion was to operate a change of 
dynafty in France in favour of the duke 
of Brunfwiek. This report, I am told, 
had circulated in England, and arofe in 
- the beginning from the divifions between 
Lameth and Narbonne. In thofe kinds 
of quarrels every means of doing injury 
are employed with too much indifference. 
This fecret and concealed projedt has 

* See their letters, wlilch I received at Berlin. 

K 6 iince 
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fince been imputed to Narbonne. The 
idea never came into my mind ; and be- 
fides I believed, and had every reafon to 
bejieve myfelf fufficiently fecure againft 
any apprehcnfion of this fort, by the 
agreement and ^formal confent of Lewis 
the iixteenth^ and perhaps ftiU more by the 
equal adherence of the two minifters Nar- 
bonne and Leflart, who were enemies^ 
and who would not have failed to take 
advantage of fuch a fufpicion to have op-, 
pofed and ruined each other, if there had * 
been any foundation for 16 doing. As 
for myfetf, could I have been tlfelnftru- 
ment of fo abominable a projeft as that 
of giviiig new matters to my country t 
Ciuld J traffic with its throne, or its li- 
berty, to fcrve the purpofcs of my own . 
ambition, or that of any one in the worM t 
] fh udder at the thought ; and knowing 
no other foundation for the report than 
the idle afTertions of men whom the pa- 
triots have loBg fince profcribed, I do 

not 



not imagine that fuch a fafpicion can be 
formed againft me in thetr minds. 

The order to go to Berlin, and replace 
Segur^ met me at BrunfNyick. Our affairs 
wcce there ruined. I was therefore plaxred 
in a moft difficult and critical fituation. 
I thought howeverj that being already as 
it were in the place^ at an epocha already 
too long delayed, it was my duty to go.^ 
A cifCumfpcA yet open conduft was my 
lafeguard amidft this ftormy careen But 
tbc political fyftem of that period, which 
did not fail to gam foon a confiderable 
afcendaney, and which from the firft days 
of the adminiftrationof Dumourisr drew 
on the declaration of war againfl Auftria, 
leift It altogether impoffible for me to be- 
gin a»y important negotiadon with fuc- 
cefs. I refer for what remains, to my 
difpatches, wh^re it will be fcen that I 
had to fucceed a man whofe miflion was 
for peace; that the new adminiftration 
' ^ had 



tad changed dia fyftqnj^ j; that the ac-^ 
knowledged difpoficioas of the Prufiiaa- 
cabinet, which I i^ad carefpUy obferyed 
and miquted, impqftd on me a^ my fe- 
yereft talk to qooibat >¥iih our own gp« 
vernmcnt, and to deftroy; and reluct Si 
thaviiand falfe iuppQfuionSj a t^ouiand 
falfe hopes. But n^y difpatcl^s contain 
<jvery thing, abfolutQly every thing : I 
can only add (ome private letters, by 
whicTi I endeavoured to ftiew the impof- 
fibility of gaining any attention to vari- 
ous arguments which were pointed out to 
oie with great confideDce, and various 
means by which tliey flattered thcmfclves 
that the king of Pruffia would adopt aur 
new political fyftem. I did not conceal 
a 'fingle moment what the intentions and 
(leps of the cabinet of Berlin were; and I 
\va$ not a litde furprifed on my return to 
hear Daraourier, who had overwhelmed 
me with compliments on my mode q£ 
;. • feeing 



feeing and judging, fay wifh a tone of af^ 
furance, in the drawing-room, '* Yes, 
the ^ruffians are on their march ; but you 
wiH be much afto'ntftied when you fee 
that it i^ to diljifi tis in ^eftrcying the bottjh 
cfJufiria''.'''''' • 

[The remainderof this ihterefting me- 
morial of Mr. Cuftine Is' filled with af- 
fairs that cohcdrn 6nly himfelf. He 
lays that the ill ftktb of his health, on his 
return from Berlin, obliged him to retire 
to the country, and that be had never 
difcovered the kaft ambition to obtain 
apy confiderable employment* He fpeaks 
alfo of the letters which he wrote to Lc 
Brun, on the maffacre of the French 

* Di|in0ur!er hni to Berlia while I was there, 
and which he made a myitery to me, an agent imr 
powered by him. to make proportions which I had 
(fombated in many of my difpatches- The fuccefs 
of this miflion, of which I was informed by chance, 
proved to him that I wa^ not deceived. 

' . troops 
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^troops at Frankfort.] 7 Since that time,*' 
he continues^ •' a few letters to my father, 
in which I fpoke of his iitoation^ of the 
Jine of conduct which he had to obfcrve ; 
different coniiderationst iq fine» on which 
he ought to fix his attention in order to 
fecure fiiccefs, have been the only mea- 
ftires it^. which I have indiredly interefted 
jnyielf in. public affairs. Sometimes he 
has commi0ioned me to urge the expe- 
dition of certain demands which he had 
made, and I fulfilled his orders pundu«> 
ally ; and, iituated as I was^ I neither had 
nor could have any more intimate know- 
ledge of his plans and operations. I do 
not fpcak of them, nor can I enter into 
that fubjcft at this time. Hiftory will, 
judge. ihem. I could wifli to have.writ* 
' ten this paper in a manner lefs confufed, 
and lefs incomplete 5 but the neceffity I 
was under of keeping no papers by me, 
oWiged me to leave thus imperftd this 

necclTary 
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..." '*^ 

Dcceflafy preface to the following dir*' 
patches." [Thofe letters and difpatche* 
are under the national feafs^ and cannot 
jet be obtained.] 
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1 ALSO faw the experimwts which 
Marat publilhed on light and fire^ and 
which had excited my curiofity. The 
independent charader which that man, 
fince become fb noted, difplayed, in- 
duced me to feek his acquaintance, and 
we became intimately conneftcd. Marat 
related to me certain circumftances df his 
life, which increafed my cfteem for him* 
He held himfelf forth as the apoftle of 
liberty^ and had written when in Eng- 
land, in 1775, a work on this fubjeft, 
which was entided The chains ef J^avety^ 
In this publication he unmafked the cor- 
ruption of the court and of the admi-- 
niftration. The work he told me had 
made a great noife in England, and that 
he had been rewarded by valuable pre- 
fents, and by his admiffion into corpora* 
tions, and the freedom of feveral cities. 
He fpoke to me of his connedion with 
• • the 
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jfhe celebrated Kaa man ; of his proy 
'"digious fuccefs.in pradicci which was 

fo great, that on his dehii at Paris he was 
paid thirty-fi;3c Uvre&^cvery yifit, and had 
not time fufficicjit for all the confulta- 

Aions to which he was^called. Though 
be was very well lodged, I did jnot fee 
xhsfi. fort of luxury which' might hav« 
b^en the rcfuU of the wealth that wa^ 
(howered on h tqi. But I have al read y. qbf 
iervcd that I was habitually credulous 4 
.^nd it is only in jgoing,pvcr the^ .diffex:- 
jeijt circumft^nces of aiy conpeftioa with 
|Jiisdeteftablenxan, in bringing intoo^if 
^oint of view the part wlxieh he has a<fte(i 
in this reVolutipa, that I: have been conr 
vinced of the qtiackery which through 
his whole iife diredled and veiled his 
a<5tioos*and his writings* 

Marat told tne, th^^: having made greaf 
difcoveries in; natpral, philofophy, he 
^quitted pfadice, . wJiich at Paris viras the 
profeffiOA only <rfa qi^c^ jwd u^wprtby 

' ^ of 
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of hinifelf. But vdiile he renounced bilk 
pTDfeflion he fold from time w time re- 
medies anrd bottlts, the effica<?y of which 
he warrantedi and he wiis very* careful to 
name the price. I recolledk that, a wart 
on my hand having ftruck bis eye, be 
fenrme a bottle of very limpid water, for 
which I thanked him, and afked him the 
prrce, which wus twelve fivres. I made 
no ufe of the remedy, Marat had given . 
kne fome miftruft, if not of his fuccefs^ 
at leaftof his ^medical knowledge. He 
fold me one day, that, in ord^rto cure, 
himfelf of the colic, he wanted to have his 
Bdly opened, but that, happily for himv 
the furgeon had not the complaifance ta 
comply with his defire. 

Marat was fo entirely full of himfelfj 
of his diiboveries, and of the glory which 
lie fancied he deferved, that he did not 
'appear to me to ke\ the flighted impref- 
fion of beauty, and he was certainly little 
c»Ici|lated to pleaie. Neyertbeki^^ bt 

had 
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ifiad found the iccret of exciting an at- 
tachment lin madame Ja marquife de 

L ', ja woman ivhofe elegant iiiincj 

rendered her converfation highly in- 
lerefting. Being feparated from her huf- 
band, who was overwhelmed with debtsi^ 
and dilhonoured by a courfc of.infamous 
cdnduft, Ae put herfelf under the card 
of Marat j who did not confine his at- 
tentions to her as a phyfician^ but was 
ambitious of fucceeding the hufband. 
This union for a long time alloniflie^ 
me. The lady was foft, amiable, and 
good ; and there was nothing fQ.difg.un:- 
in.g, violent^, and lavage in domeftic life 
as Marat. ^ * , 

I muft do him 'the juftice to obferve, 
that the rigour which he exercifed againft 
others, he exercifed alfo on himfelf. In- 
fenfiblc of the pleafures of ihc table, and 
the enjoyments of life^ he confccraicd 
all his time and his money to philo- 
fophical experiments. Employed night 

and 
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and day in repeating them, he would 
have been contented with bread and 
water, in order to have the pleafure of 
humbling at fbme future day the academy 
of fciehces. This was the m plus ultra 
of his ambition. Enraged at the aca- 
demicians, who had treated his firft effays 
with contempt, he thirfted with the de- 
fire of vengeance, and to overturn the 
firft of their idols, Newton; for "which 
purpofe he employed himfelf wholly in 
experiments deftined to deftroy his prin- 
ciples of optics. To combat and over- 
throw the reputation of celebrated nien^ 
was his ruling paffion : fuch was t\\t 
motive which didlated the firft of his 
works, his treatife on the principles of man, 
which appeared in 1775, in three vo- 
lumes, and which Voltaire burlefqued in 
his queftions on the Encyclopaedia. 

The fyftem of Helyetius was then in 

the greateft vogue,, and it was againft 

Helvetius that Marat wilhed to enter the 

4 : lifts. 
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iiftjt Cemlnly Vduire was in the right 
to ridicule Ibme'^ofvihe propofiiions and 
extravagancies of Marat^ but bexlid not 
do him juftice in other points of view. 

The academicians, fc» inftance, were 
Violently animated agaln^? his experi- 
metts on light, on fire, and on ele<flricity; 
and I have never f*en any of them dif- 
tinguifti or acknowledge what was new 
or valuable in his experiments ; nor did 
they wi(h his name even to be pro- 
nounced, fo fearful: were they of con- 
cributing even by their criticifms to his 
celebrity. I own that this injuftice on 
the part of the dafs of experimental phi* 
lofophers has always difgufted me j and 
this was what dictated a chapter in my 
treatifc' oh. troth, on acadethical pxqu- 
dice, page 353, which I compofed at thfe 
end of a Idng and warm difpute I had 

with the geometrician La P , which 

chapter IS a faithful recital of this difpute. 
i-a ^-^'^ might pdffibly be in the right, 

and 
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and I ttiight anfwer with too much h^sft- 
nefs ; but I could not bear ihc infolence 
anddefpotiAn with which they treated a 
philofopher^ becaufe he did not like 
tbemfelved wear a gown. 
. 1 followed Maratfs experiments fpr 
ihree years -, and I thought that fome es- 
teem was due to a nuin who had bucied 
himfelf in folitudevto enlarge the 1)00045 
»f fcience ; not indeed that this was his 
firft view i -for he regarded only hioifelf^ 
Jbe fpeculated on the Sciences only for his 
own. glory, and was anxious to rmie his 
reputation on the wreck of that of others. 
He had not failed to ^bfervej that 
^urnalifts were privileged diftributors 
of fame 4 but his vanity, iofolence^ and 
arrogance, had made him totally negleft* 
cd by thofe whofegood offices he fought 
after. He knew that I was cpnnedbed 
with many amongft them; and I believe 
it is to this, circumftance that I was 
indebted for that ktm} of attachment 

which 
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which he profefled for me for fo many 
years. He was continually fending to 
me extrafts from his works, and criti- 
cifms written on thfem with his own hand, 
1 never could have conceived that any 
one could have had the impudence to 
beftow fo many praifes on himfelf ; but 
confidering him' only as a perfon fuf- 
fering under literary oppreflTion, I ex- 
erted myfelf in making his works 
known, and I often fucceeded. He nevef 
thanked me ; and the reafon was, that 
in fpite of my efleem for his knowledge 
and hisdifcoveries, I did not fully (hare 
in the admiration which he complaifantly 
felt for himfelf 5 and being fometimes in 
doubt as to the truth of his propofitions, 
I lindertook to foften his exaggerations, 
efpecially in the praifing parts. This mp- 
defty which I felt on his account he never 
forgave. 

* As I earneftly wifhed for his fuccefs, 

I continued to bring him new acquaint- 

VoL. III. L ancc 
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ance to fee his experiments. I knovr 
HOC by what &rality, every one left his 
faoufe very well pleafed with his philo* 
fophical feats, and very ill fatisfied witfai 
the philofopher. He exprefled hitnfelf 
with difficulcy, his ideas 'were confufed ^ 
and as his vanity was eafily awakened 
by the ilighteft oppofition, or the leaft 
£gn of contempt or indifference, he 
became fuddenly enraged, and his fury 
rqfe to fucb a heighr, that his ideas were 
difordered, and he loft his recolledlion. 
I faw one day a ftriking inftance of this 
inflammability.: Volca, fo celebrated for 
his experiments on elcftricity, was very 
curious to fee thofe which Marat an* 
nounced as overturning the theory of 
Franklin ; but fcarcely had he repeated 
a few- of them, and heard one or two , 
objeftions, than, fufpefting Volta'ij in- . 
credulity, he infulted him grofsly, ia-. 
(lead of anfwering his objedtions. 

He was however con&ious . of . lus . 

diffi[Qu)cy 



<£ifficuUyin.fpeaking^ andof his^wsnt of 
teaiper in coo vcrfetion, which were the 
rcafoirvhy he fought ihe.acquaintaiice'of- 
a. literary maa who had abilities for fpeak- 
ing^ and who could difplay his theory for 
Ihoi I after iwhicb he would have appear- 
ed in his tettiple like a god, to receive 
the incepfe o( fitnple mortals. 

He naade me this proportion feveral: 
timc^v I objeded on account of my timi* 
dity, and my iterance in experimental, 
philpfophy* He promifed to initiate me. 
in.a (hort time into the moft abftrufe' 
myfteries jof his difcoveries^ I conftant* 
ly p^cfifted in my refufal, becaufetdid- 
not iwiflauto (beany man's fecondj becauCe 
I iieverfaad any very ftrong. paffian for 
that branch of kiu>wledge; becaufe I. 
did not think nxyfelf fufficiently (killed * 
in making ex perunenrs ^ and. in fine, be- 
caufe my feelings led me rather to (hua 
Marat, than become more intimately 
cmneAed with hintK Curtofity^-and the 
L 2 wi(h 
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mtti to procure information, Uad made 
me feek his acquaidtance ; the delire of 
being ufeful to him, becaufe he feemed 
oppreflcd, had induced me to keep up 
that acquaintance 5 but he had never in- 
- fpircd me with any of thofe fentiments 
that conftitute the delight of friendfhip. 

It was from a fentiment of humanity 
that I procured him the fale of his 
books^ and little cheAs of inftruments ; 
from the earneftnefs which he difcovcred 
in collecting the little profit of his 
works, I judged that he was in diftrefs, 
although he had too much pride to ac- 
knowledge it. Alas ! this fervice^ which 
I did him gratuitoufly, has flnce fur* 
niffaed him matter for treating me with 
the moil atrocious infults in one of his 
liumbers. So far was I froth withholding 
the money for his works, that 1 would 
have (hared my purfe with him, had I 
then been provided for myfelf. 

I have at all times done juflice to 

Marat, 
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Mftrat, and I will continue to do fo^ 
though I owe to him a part of the per- j 
fecutions which I am now fuffering. He 
was indefatigable in . labour, and had 
great addrefs in making experiments; 
a tribute which I heard Franklin once 
render him, who was enchanted with 
his experiments on light. I cannot fay 
' fo much on thofe for fire and elecftri- 
city. Marat thought he had made dif- 
coverics which overthrew the fyftem . 
of Franklin ; but Franklin was not the 
dupe of his quackery. Le Roy, the 
academician, who was named commif- 
fary to examine his difcoveries on light, 
agreed that thoie which he had made on 
the prifm were ingenious, and that Ma- 
rat had a Angular talent in making them. 
His report was in many refpedts favour- 
able, but fome of the academicians 
forced him to fupprefs it. 

Marat was moft earneftly fplicitous to 
i^btain an eulogium from the academy 

Lj . or 
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•f fticnccs, and this earneftnefs fuggeflcdt 
the. idea of a ftratagem wliich coft hrm 
itnmcnfe labour. He undertook mak- 
ing a new tranflation of Newton's Prin* 
cipia on optics. This was a new mode 
of deftroying the fyftem ; fori "have no 
doubt but that he made alterations ia 
Irarfflating it. He wi(hed the acade* 
my to give their approbation of this 
tranflation j but bis name would have 
excited their fufpicions, and led tliem 
to examine the work with more feverity. 
In order to avoid fufpicion, he propofed 
to many ofhis friends, to lend him their 
name ; and he fucceeded with Baufiee^ 
the grammarian, a weak and eafy man^ 
who was not aware of Marat's manoeuvres. 
With Bauff^e's name, the commiffaries 
of the academy did not hefitate to 
give, without reading, their approba- 
;ion and praifes to the work of their ene- 
my. I cannot tell what advantage he 
reaped from it; for this tranflation is un- 
known. 
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known, though it is magnificently priilt- 
cd. Marat made me a prefent of a copy 
of it on vellum paper in the beginning 
of the revelation* 

At this period Marat was poor, and 
lived wretchedly ; and though fince niy 
return from America I have not coft- 
verfed with him, I do not think thut • 
he has changed his principles. He is 
accufed of venality and corruption; bud 
have never forborne repeating, that Uc 
was above corruption. Marat had but 

^ one fingle piflion — that of bdng fore- 
moft in' the career which he was running. 
Anxiety for fame was his difeafe, for lie 
had not that of avarice. ^He was of •« 
bilious habit, and paffionate in his dif- 
pofition, obflinate in his fentiments, and 
perfevering in his conduft. Wc m^y 
judge of his perfeverance from orie trait 

, —that although he was under thegreateft 

cmbarraflment in fpeaking, he has hevcir- 

thelefs exhibited himfclf in every tri- 

L 4 bune^ 
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buoc. He forgot every thing in purfuic . 
of his favourite objed. 

His earneftnefs to obtain his ends 
made him employ all forts, of means, 
lies and calumny of every kind : he was 
an aftor in every thing. He defended 
the people as he defended truth in na- 
tural philofbphy j not for the fake of be- 
ing ufcful to the people, for Marat 
defpifcd them, but in order to accom- 
pliQi his defigns. He found flattery 
the beft mode of obtaining the fufirages 
of the mob, he therefore flattered them : 
had tyranny promifed him better fuccefs^ 
he would have preferred it : but a man 
mud be a tribune before he become$ a 
tyrant. 

All his motions were thofe of a moun- 
tebank. He looked like a puppet, 
whofe head and arms were moved at the 
wilPof the puppet-(how-man. Every 
thing was abrupt and unconneded in 
;bis difcouriesj as well as in his gefturcs, 

becaufe 
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becaufc nothing proceeded from his 
heart, but all from his head, and every 
thing was artificial. 

Marat loved no man, and had no bc» 
lief in virtue. Hewasfelfifli, never be- 
ftovved praife on any writer, and feemed 
as if all talents and all genius were con- 
centred in himfelf. He very ferioufly 
imagined that he alone was capable of 
governing France, and intrullcd it in 
confidence to fome friends, who were 

* obliged to fupport the party which pro- 
tecfled him, for the chiefs of which he 
had the moft profound contempt. 

I have faid that he was daring ; notwith- 

* Handing which, he was. not brave. He 
had neither the courage of a gladiator, 
nor that of a philofopher ; though he 
wanted one day to fight with Gharles, 
becaufe he had not fpoken with refpeft 
of his experiments ; and he was continu- 
ally talking of blood, and challenging . 
the whole world. This rhodomontade 

never 
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n,ever iinpofed on me, for I had feen 
him too nearly. He was violent, but not 
courageous ; under defpotifm he was 
afraid of the Badille^ and fince the reign 
of liberty he has been always in fear of 
prifons. I (hail mention two traits on 
this head to (hew his charafker. 

Marat in 1780 was a candidate for 
the pri^^ given by the occonomical fo^ 
ciety of Berne on the queftion of the re- 
form of the criminal law. This fociety 
delayed every year pronouncing its judg- 
ment* In 178a, I advertifed my collec- 
tion of criminal laws in ten volume*. 
Marat begged me to infert the memoir 
.which he had addrefled to the fociety. 
There wasa boldnefs in this eflay which 
might prove difagreeable to governments 
I afked Marac if he wished his natne xp 
Uppear. " By no means/* anfwcred he^ 
•* for the Baftrlle is there, and I do not 
fnuch like to be (hut up t" and he left 
me to run the dhance. as my name W4» 
at the head of the collcdion. 
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' I met him one day in the Thuiliericj, 
in 1786 or 87 : it was a long time fincc 
I bad feen him* We calked of his works^ 
I afked hirii i^hy he was fo bent pn pur* 
fuing natuml philofophy, when be had 
againft him «11 'the academies and all 
the phllbfopbers. ladvifed htm to con* 
iecrate his labours to politics. *• It is time/* 
I obferved to him, <* to think of over- 
turning defpotifm ; join your labours to 
mine, and to thofe enlightened men who 
iiave fworn its overtbroWj and this un- 
dertaking will cover you with glory/* 
Marat anfwered^ that he wouldtather con-- 
rinue bis enpeiiments in peace, becaufe 
jphilofophy did not lead to the Baftille^ 
and he made me underftand very plainly^ 
that the French people were not fuffi*- 
ciently ripe, nor fufficiently couragebus^ 
fo fupport a revolution. 

When the Baftilk was overthrown^ 
Marat was no longer afraid of it, an^ 
quitted his cave. He even pretended ic 

thk 
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this period, that all the honours of this 
glorious revolution belonged to himfclf ; 
and making up fome fort of ftory about 
a colonel of dragoons whom he had ar- 
retted on the Pont-Neuf, he entreated 
me to print it in the Patriote Francois. 
He bcftowed fo many extravagant praifes 
on himfelf in the account, that I could 
not carry my complaifance fo far. I there- 
fore ftruck out the praifes, and pubUftied 
the fa<St ; which Marat never forgive. As 
he defpaired of finding journalifts who 
would flatter him, he undertook a jour- 
nal himfelf, whichi advertifed with an eu- 
Jogium, in order to get him fubfcribers:. 
and in doing him this fervice, which I 
never refufed to any of my brother jour* 
Dalifts, I thought I did fervice to the 
public. Good God I how great was my 
error T and what was my furprifc, when 
I read fome of his numbers! How was it 
poffible that a writer who had any refpeft 
for himfelf could become fo degraded as 

10 
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to make ufe of a ftyle fo vile, fcandal* 
ous, and atrocious ! 

I own tnat I thought Marat a mean 
writer, an inconfiftenc logician, incredu- 
lous as to moralsj ambitious, an enemy to 
all men of talents ; but I did not think 
that he would violate every principle, 
every law, fo far as to calumniate the moft 
virtuous men, and preach malTacre and 

pillage . . . • . I ftop here And 

I finilh with thisrefleftion : Whatever in- 
jury Marat may have done me, I for 
give; but I can never forgive him for 
bavittg corrupted jhe morals of the peo- 
ple,- and having infpired them with a 
tafte for blood ; for without morals and 
without humanity there is no republic. 

I have thought it right to enlarge with 
refpe£k to this man, becaufe he is better 
known from that part of his life preced- 
ing the revolution than that which foU 
lowed. Since 1789, he has been con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly on Ailts ; before that period^ yoU: 
faw him at home^ and more Jike 11101-/ 

In fpite of the provocations of Marat, 
I. have never thought it right to reveal, to 
t^e world the circimiftances which I 
have juft related. Perfonal difcuffions 
have always been difagreeable to me, and 
Teemed to me only fitted to ferve the pur- 
po&s of the enemies of the revolution. ^ 



No. III. 
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No. IIL 

Vy ^ find innumerable teftinionies in 
favour of this incomparable man. A 
pcrfon of ordinary humanity would have 
rcfufed fo difagreeable a poft, but Benoit 
was a hero in humanity. His noble foul 
calculated only the quantity of good 
which he might be able to do in this fitu- 
ation in preference tp any other, and the 
evil which he could prevent; both of 
which were attended with imminent 
danger to himfelf. He was not indeed 
cxprefsly chofen for this funftion ; but 
being in pofleffion of the place of con- 
cierge at the palace of the Luxembourg 
Tjefore the revolution, he was continued 
in his employment. Benoit is a native of 
Switzerland ; he was born in a beautiful 
litde village named Chamberleh, in the 
county of Neufchatel, at the diftance of 
a league and a half from the town. I ' 
have had the fatisfadion to relate to his 
6 fifter. 
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filler, an honeft farmer's wife of Cbflm- 
berlcn, all the good that was faid and 
written about her brother, and I tranf- 
lated thofe pafTages from mifs Williams's 
letters. She wept for joy, and exclaimed 
with enthufiafm and exultation, that (he 
would relate to every one in her village 
all the good things that were faid of her 
brother. As a mark of her gratitude, 
fhe brought me from her home her apron- 
full of excellent tniyel^ a fort of fruit the 
name of which I am unacquainted with. 
I take occafion to add, that this excel-r 
lent perfon was carried at length before 
the revolutionary tribunal, for the ex- 
ercife of fome aft of humanity towards 
one of the miferablc viftims under his 
care. He efcaped; and, by one of thofe 
fmgular providential occurrences which 
fcemed to have no direftion but that of 
chance, I was the happy inftrument of 
his being faved. The commiffary who 
arrefted^him, and upon whofc report 

and 



and evidence his fate was fiifpended, 
happened to be my vifitor ^t the 
moment; and I did not forget at this 
critical period the obligations my EmQy 
owed to Benoir. The commiflary rc- 
ipefted my reprefentations and my en- 
treaties; the report and the evidence 
were foftened, and Benoit's life was pre* 
ferved ; which would otherwife have 
been forfeited, for he had in truth beea 
guilty of the aft of humanity with which 
lie was charged. 

Benoit is^ proteftant. He told us, when 
we were firft his prifoners, that he had 
been accuftomed to fee us every Sunday 
at church ; and we probably owed part 
of the fuperior kind treatment we ex- 
perienced to this confideration. We had 
the beft apartments in the Luxembourg, 
ivhich we ceded to the former duchefs 
of Orleans, who remained in quiet pof- 
ieffion till the fall of Robefpierre. 

END OP THE THIRD VOLUMS* 
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